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* Does it help me remain faithful to the truth, despite the most
appealing content? (MH 237)

* Does it help educate me and allow me to educate others?
(MH 238)

* Does it help me cultivate genuine closeness in relationships
and cherish places and times where physical presence
remains crucial? (MH 239)

* Does it help me participate in the promotion of justice and
peace? (MH 240)

The encyclical is not a call to reject Al It is a call to guide our
development and use of Al toward the magnificence of humanity.
(MH 4).

What biblical images does Pope Leo XIV use to teach
about AI?

The encyclical is framed by two biblical images: the Tower of
Babel (Genesis 11:1-9) and the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem
under Nehemiah (Nehemiah 2-6).

Babel represents a project of self-assertion, uniformity, and
control: a society that sacrifices human dignity for efficiency and
tries to reach heaven without God’s blessing.

Nehemiah represents a different kind of building: prayerful,
communal, responsible, and ordered toward communion.
Nehemiah does not impose a solution from above; he listens,
organizes, assigns responsibility, and helps the people rebuild
together.

Pope Leo XIV warns against the “Babel syndrome”: the
idolatry of profit that sacrifices the weak, a uniformity that
neutralizes differences, and the illusion that a single language
(even a digital one) can translate the mystery of the person into
data and performance (MH 10).

Is Pope Leo saying Al is “good” or “bad”?

No. Pope Leo XIV is not against Al. He does not issue a blanket
condemnation of Al, nor does he praise Al as inherently good. The
encyclical addresses the goods and dangers of technology, while
also supporting innovation, productivity, and business enterprise.
He teaches that these advances must remain ordered to human
dignity rather than becoming the ultimate measures of value.

Pope Leo XIV teaches that technology can “heal, connect,
educate and protect our common home,” but it can also “divide,
exclude and generate new forms of injustice” (MH 9). Al can be a
“valuable tool” (MH 100), but it is not morally neutral in practice
because it takes on the characteristics of those who “devise it,
finance it, regulate it and use it” (MH 9).

The key question is not simply whether or not we use Al but
whether our use of Al is ordered toward the dignity of the human
person and the common good.

Does the encyclical address Al consciousness or sentience?

Yes. The encyclical warns against equating artificial
“intelligence” with human intelligence. The Holy Spirit has
inscribed dignity in each of us, and “no computational system,
however sophisticated, can create a heart that gives itself, or a
conscience that discerns good from evil” (MH 233).

Human intelligence is embodied. It matures through
experience, relationships, joy, suffering, moral conscience, and
responsibility. Al can imitate language, behaviour, analysis, and
even empathy, but its outputs remain tied to data processing,
statistical adaptation, and feedback. It does not possess a body,
conscience, moral responsibility, or the capacity for genuine
human understanding (MH 99).

What does the encyclical say about the protection of
privacy and governance of data?

The encyclical identifies violations of privacy as one harmful
use of Al, but it places privacy within a broader concern: the
danger of delegating moral responsibility to automated systems
(MH 102).

This is especially serious when Al influences decisions
about employment, credit, access to public services, reputation,
or opportunity. Such systems do not know “‘compassion, mercy,
forgiveness, and above all, the hope that people are able to change”
(MH 102). For this reason, important decisions affecting human
dignity, as well as the governance of data, require transparency,
accountability, and human responsibility.

What does the encyclical say about transhumanism and
posthumanism?

Transhumanism and posthumanism are two philosophical
currents related to the future of technology. For a brief definition,
transhumanism advocates using technology to overcome or
enhance the limits of the human condition. Posthumanism goes
further, imagining that humanity itself may be surpassed, replaced,
or merged with machines or other forms of life.

Magnifica Humanitas critiques these visions when they treat
the human person as something to be perfected, surpassed, or
optimized. Pope Leo XIV warns: “If the human being is treated
as something to be perfected or surpassed, it becomes easier to
accept that some lives are less useful, less desirable or less worthy”
(MH 117). Against this, the encyclical insists that history can be
changed for the better “when individuals truly take the dignity of
everyone seriously” (MH 124).

The fulfillment of humanity, in all its magnificence and
woundedness, does not come through “technological divinization,”
but through “God’s grace received in Christ” (MH 126).

(Source: ascensionpress.com)
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Liturgy activities for the month of June 2026

4th June 5th June

Novena to St. Anthony begins

8:00pm (Chinese)

First Friday of the month
Honour Sacred Heart of Jesus Mass

7th June
Feast of Corpus Christi

13th June 14th June
Feast of St. Anthony

73rd Parish Anniversary Mass
5:00pm (Chinese)

(8:00pm mass cancelled)

11th Sunday in Ordinary Time

17th June
Commemoration of All Faithful Departed Mass
6:00pm (Chinese)

21st June 28th June

12th Sunday in Ordinary Time

13th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Events for St. Anthony’s Church
* Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration
(every Thursday evening 7:00pm)
* St. Anthony’s Day (every second Tuesday of the month)

Welcome to 11:30am English Mass

Pope Leo’s ‘Magnifica humanitas’:
Al must serve humanity not concentrate power

Pope Leo XIV’s first encyclical, Magnifica Humanitas
(“Magnificent Humanity”), addresses one of the defining questions
of our age: how to safeguard human dignity in the era of artificial
intelligence. Signed on 15 May 2026, and released on 25 May
2026, the document explores technology, human identity, work,
truth, and the Christian vision of authentic humanity.

Brief Summary of Magnifica Humanitas

Magnifica Humanitas acknowledges familiar concerns
about Al, including job insecurity, manipulation of information,
privacy violations, ideological bias, autonomous weapons, and
a futuristic vision of an “enhanced human being.” But Pope Leo
X1V identifies a deeper danger: that human beings may begin to
see themselves and others as projects “to be optimized” (Magnifica
Humanitas 112).

Against this, the encyclical teaches that human limits such as
illness, aging, suffering, and vulnerability are not simply defects
to be corrected; rather, human beings often flourish through
their limitations, where they can discover wisdom, experience
the closeness of others, and encounter the Lord (MH 118-119).
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Therefore, Al should serve humanity not by tempting us to
escape limitation through optimization, but by supporting a life of
“openness and communion” (MH 231).

Why is it called Magnifica Humanitas?

The title is Latin for “magnificent humanity.” It points to the
document’s teaching that no machine can replace the God-given
magnificence of the human person. Pope Leo XIV writes: “We
must lovingly safeguard the grandeur of humanity
bestowed upon us and revealed in its fullness in
Christ, the splendour of which no machine can ever
replace” (MH 15).

What are some practical takeaways from this
encyclical?

Pope Leo XIV warns that “when efficiency
becomes the ultimate measure of value, human
beings are tempted to see themselves as a project
to be optimized rather than as persons called to
relationship and communion” (MH 112).

This means asking practical questions about Al-
assisted technology in ordinary daily life:




