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during Lent as we reflect



1) to members:
- of the Franciscan Families of the First, Second and Third
Orders Regular and Secular;

- of Institutes of Consecrated Life, Societies of Apostolic
Life and public or private associations of the faithful, male
and female, who observe the Rule of Saint Francis or are
inspired by his spirituality or perpetuate his charism in any
form;

2) to all the faithful without distinction

who, with a heart detached from sin, participate in the Year
of Saint Francis by visiting, in the form of a pilgrimage, any
Franciscan conventual church or place of worship anywhere
in the world dedicated to Saint Francis or connected to
him for any reason, and there devoutly follow the Jubilee
rites or spend at least a reasonable period of time in pious
meditation and raise prayers to God so that, following
the example of Saint Francis, feelings of Christian charity
towards their neighbours and authentic vows of harmony
and peace among peoples may spring forth in their hearts,
concluding with the Our Father, the Creed and invocations
to the Blessed Virgin Mary, Saint Francis of Assisi, Saint
Clare and all the Saints of the Franciscan Family.

The elderly, the sick and those who take care of them,
and all those who are unable to leave their homes for serious
reasons may also obtain a Plenary Indulgence, provided they
detach themselves from any sin and intend to fulfil the three
usual conditions as soon as possible, if they unite themselves
spiritually to the jubilee celebrations of the Year of Saint
Francis, offering to the Merciful God their prayers, the pains or
sufferings of their lives.

In order that this opportunity to obtain divine grace
through the Power of the Keys of the Church may be more easily

realised, this Penitentiary firmly requests all priests, regular
and secular, who have the appropriate faculties, to make
themselves available, with a ready, generous and merciful
spirit, for the celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

This decree is valid for the Year of Saint Francis,
notwithstanding any provision to the contrary.

How can the faithful be helped in a more mature spiritual
preparation so that they do not treat indulgence as a
“dispenser of graces”?

It is essential to understand that indulgence is first and
foremost an encounter with God, and that its power lies not
in our human efforts, but in the grace of God that transforms
the heart. From this flow several conclusions. All penitential
practices—such as confession, Communion, pilgrimage,
prayer—are instruments of preparation that facilitate the
encounter with God, but they do not replace the experience
of grace itself.

The authentic fruits of indulgence appear when a person
consciously opens themselves to God’s transforming power,
allows Him to act in their heart, heals relationships, forgives,
and is converted. Therefore, indulgence is not “religious
magic” or, as stated in the question, “a dispenser of graces,”
but an invitation to a living relationship with God, in which
the human person accepts the gift of mercy rather than trying
to conquer it. God acts; the human person responds with
generosity and faith.

If pastors help the faithful to perceive indulgence as a
stage on the path of conversion, and not a spiritual shortcut,
it will indeed become an instrument of maturation and
deepening of faith — and this is, ultimately, the principal goal
of the Jubilee Year of Saint Francis.

Holy Father’s Prayer
Intention for February
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For children with incurable diseases

Let us pray that children suffering from incurable
diseases and their families receive the necessary

medical care and support, never losing strength and
hope.
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. Liturgy activities for the month of February 2026
] 1st February 6th February 8th February 15th February
4th Sunday in Ordinary Time | First Friday of the month 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time |6th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Honour Sacred Heart of Jesus Mass
8:00pm (Chinese)
16th February 17th February 18th February 20th February
I Lunar New Year’s Eve Mass Lunar New Year’s Day Mass Second Day of Lunar New Year Way of the Cross
9:00pm (Chinese) 9:00am (Chinese) Ash Wednesday (Beginning of Lent) 8:00pm (Chinese)
(6:00pm mass cancelled) 9:00am (Chinese, sprinkling of ashes) | Sprinkling of ashes
(6:00pm mass cancelled)
BR 22th February 27th February Events for St. Anthony’s Church
1st Sunday of Lent Way of the Cross * Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration (every Thursday evening 7:00pm)
Rite of Election of Catechumens 8:00pm (Chinese) * St. Anthony’s Day (every second Tuesday of the month)
Welcome to 11:30am English Mass

POPE LEO XIV PROCLAIMS ..
" FRANCISCAN JUBILEE YEAR '

FOR THE 800TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
TRANSIT OF ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI

ST

Pope Leo XIV has proclaimed a ‘Special Year of St.
Francis’ to commemorate the 800th anniversary of the saint’s
death. During this time of grace, which will extend until
January 2027, the faithful are granted the opportunity to
obtain a plenary indulgence.

This Franciscan Jubilee Year, considered a gift for the
entire Church and an occasion for authentic spiritual renewal,
was inaugurated on 10 January with a decree issued by the
Apostolic Penitentiary of the Holy See.

Until 10 January of next year, the faithful can obtain this
grace under the usual conditions — sacramental confession,
Communion, and prayer for the intentions of the pope — by
making a pilgrimage to any Franciscan conventual church
or place of worship dedicated to St. Francis anywhere in the
world.

Furthermore, the elderly, the sick, and those who,

for serious reasons, cannot leave
their homes can obtain the plenary
indulgence by spiritually joining in the
jubilee celebrations and offering their
prayers, pains, or sufferings to God.

In a world where ‘the virtual takes
over the real, disagreements and social
violence are part of everyday life, and
peace becomes more insecure and
distant every day, this Year of St. Francis
spurs all of us, each according to our
possibilities, to imitate the poor man
of Assisi, to form ourselves as far as
possible on the model of Christ, the
decree states.

For the Order of Friars Minor,
this time is also an opportunity for the
faithful to become ‘models of holiness
of life and constant witnesses of peace.’

On the occasion of this anniversary,
Pope Leo XIV addressed a letter to the
ministers general of the Franciscan
Family Conference in which he
emphasized that ‘in this era, marked
by so many seemingly endless wars, by
internal and social divisions that create
distrust and fear, he continues to speak. Not because he offers
technical solutions, but because his life points to the authentic
source of peace.’

In this regard, he highlighted that St. Francis reminds
us that ‘peace with God, peace among people, and peace
with creation are inseparable dimensions of a single call to
universal reconciliation.”

Plenary Indulgence

For a more perfect achievement of the intended aims,
the Apostolic Penitentiary, through this Decree issued in
accordance with the will of the Supreme Pontiff, on the occasion
of the Year of Saint Francis, grants a plenary indulgence under
the usual conditions (sacramental confession, Eucharistic
communion and prayer according to the intentions of the
Holy Father), also applicable in the form of suffrage for the
souls in Purgatory:
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