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praise peace, we may find that we lack the necessary talent;
we search for the right ideas and weigh our words. But to have
peace, it is there, within reach, and we can possess it without
effort.”

When we treat peace as a distant ideal, we cease to be
scandalized when it is denied, or even when war is waged
in its name. We seem to lack those “right ideas,” the well-
considered words and the ability to say that peace is near.
When peace is not a reality that is lived, cultivated and
protected, then aggression spreads into domestic and public
life.

The Encyclical Fratelli Tutti presents Saint Francis of Assisi
as a model of such awakening: “In the world of that time,
bristling with watchtowers and defensive walls, cities were
a theater of brutal wars between powerful families, even as
poverty was spreading through the countryside. Yet there
Francis was able to welcome true peace into his heart and free
himself of the desire to wield power over others. He became
one of the poor and sought to live in harmony with all.” This
is a narrative that we are called to continue today, and that
means joining forces to contribute to a disarming peace, a
peace born of openness and evangelical humility.

A disarming peace

Goodness is disarming. Perhaps this is why God became
a child. The mystery of the Incarnation, which reaches its
deepest descent even to the realm of the dead, begins in the
womb of a young mother and is revealed in the manger in
Bethlehem. “Peace on earth,” sing the angels, announcing
the presence of a defenseless God, in whom humanity can
discover itself as loved only by caring for him (cf. Lk 2:13-14).
Nothing has the power to change us as much as a child.

An essential service that religions must render to a
suffering humanity is to guard against the growing temptation
to weaponize even thoughts and words. The great spiritual
traditions, as well as right reason, teach us to look beyond
blood ties or ethnicity, beyond associations that accept only
those who are similar and reject those who are different.
Throughout the world, it is to be hoped that “every community
become a ‘house of peace’, where one learns how to defuse
hostility through dialogue, where justice is practiced and
forgiveness is cherished.”

In today’s world, justice and human dignity are at an

alarming risk amid global
power imbalances. How
can we live in this time of
destabilization and conflict,
and free ourselves from
evil? We need to encourage
and support every spiritual,
cultural  and  political
initiative that keeps hope
alive, countering the spread
of “fatalistic terms, as if the

dynamics involved were
the product of anonymous
v impersonal forces or
0 Bk E structures independent

of the human will” We
read in Scripture: ‘“Two are better than one, for they have the
advantage of their society. For if they fall, one will lift up his
fellow; but woe to him who is alone when he falls and has not
another to lift him up’ ( Eccles 4:9-10). And further: ‘A brother
that is helped by his brother is like a strong city’ ( Prov 18:19).”

May this be one of the fruits of the Jubilee of Hope,
which has moved millions of people to rediscover themselves
as pilgrims and to begin within themselves that disarmament
of heart, mind and life. God will surely respond to this by
fulfilling his promises: “He shall judge between the nations,
and shall decide for many peoples; and they shall beat their
swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they
learn war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in
the light of the Lord” (Is 2, 4-5).

(Full text: www.vatican.va)

. Holy Father’s Prayer
@ Intention for January
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For prayer with the Word of God

Let us pray that praying with the Word of God be
nourishment for our lives and a source of hope in our
communities, helping us to build a more fraternal and
missionary Church.

IDRAX TR SSIVRMNISETS

BAEFESHBERMANEE - RARMAEENFE2
R WEBRMEY —EEAF R EENEREHH

HE o




o

Saint Anthony’s Church Parish Newsletter No. 665

& Shepherd Flock’s
Dialogue January 2026

77-|_\¥

Liturgy activities for the month of January 2026

1st January
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
9:00am Mass (Chinese)

2nd January
First Friday of the month

8:00pm (Chinese)

Honour Sacred Heart of Jesus Mass

4th January
Feast of Epiphany

11th January
Baptism of the Lord

18th January
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

21st January

6:00pm (Chinese)

Commemoration of All Faithful Departed Mass

22nd January
Novena to Don Bosco starts

25th January
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
(Sunday of the Word of God)

31st January
Feast of Don Bosco

Events for St. Anthony’s Church

* Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration (every Thursday
evening 7:00pm)

* St. Anthony’s Day (every second Tuesday of the month)

Pope Leo XIV Message
59th World Day of Peace

Welcome to 11:30am English Mass

Peace be with you all:
Towards an "unarmed and disarming" peace

conversion of hearts.

Pope Leo XIV has issued a strong appeal for an “unarmed and disarming” peace, urging the world to turn
away from fear-driven militarisation and rediscover peace as a lived reality rooted in trust, dialogue and the

“Peace be with you!”

This ancient greeting, still in use today in many cultures,
was infused with new life on the evening of Easter on the
lips of the risen Jesus. “Peace be with you” ( Jn 20:19, 21)
is his Word that does not merely desire peace, but truly
brings about a lasting transformation in those who receive
it, and consequently in all of reality. This is the peace of
the risen Christ — a peace that is unarmed and disarming,
humble and persevering. It comes from God who loves us all
unconditionally.

The peace of the risen Christ

The Good Shepherd, who gives his life for the flock and
has other sheep not of this fold (cf. Jn 10:11,16), is Christ,
our peace, who has conquered death and broken down the
walls of division that separate humanity (cf. Eph 2:14). His

presence, his gift and his victory continue to shine through
the perseverance of many witnesses through whom God’s
work carries on in the world, becoming even more visible and
radiant in the darkness of our times.

The contrast between darkness and light is not only a
biblical image describing the labor pains of a new world being
born; it is also an experience that unsettles us and affects us
amid the trials we face in our historical circumstances. In order
to overcome the darkness, it is necessary to see the light and
believe in it. This is a call that Jesus’ disciples are invited to live
in a unique and privileged way; yet it also finds its way into
every human heart. Peace exists; it wants to dwell within us.

Dear brothers and sisters, whether we have the gift of
faith or feel we lack it, let us open ourselves to peace! Let
us welcome it and recognize it, rather than believing it to be
impossible and beyond our reach. Peace is more than just a
goal; it is a presence and a journey. Just as on the evening
of Easter Jesus entered the place where his disciples were
gathered in fear and discouragement, so too the peace of the
risen Christ continues to pass through doors and barriers in
the voices and faces of his witnesses. This gift enables us to
remember goodness, to recognize it as victorious, to choose it
again, and to do so together.

An unarmed peace

Although many people today have hearts ready for peace,
they are often overcome by a great sense of powerlessness
before an increasingly uncertain world. Saint Augustine had
already pointed out this particular paradox: “It is not difficult
to possess peace; it is, perhaps, more difficult to praise it. To




