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him at the age of twelve in the temple, teaching the Doctors
(cf. Lk 2:48), and to hear a father say: ‘Your mother and I’, as
if they were one. How much children need this unity— mother
and father together — unity of parents, and how much they
suffer when it is lacking! How much the children of separated
parents suffer, how much they suffer.

However, to correspond to this vocation, marriage needs
the support of He who is the Gift, indeed the quintessential
giver. Where the Holy Spirit enters, the capacity for self-giving
is reborn. Some Fathers of the Latin Church affirmed that, as
the reciprocal gift of the Father and the Son in the Trinity, the
Holy Spirit is also the reason for the joy that reigns between
them, and they were not afraid, when speaking about it, to use
the image of gestures proper to married life, such as the kiss
and the embrace. [3]

No-one says that such unity is an easy task, least of all
in today’s world; but this is the truth of things as the Creator
designed them, and it is therefore in their nature. Certainly, it
may seem easier and quicker to build on sand than on rock; but
Jesus tells us what the resultis (cf. Mt 7:24-27). In this case, then,
we do not even need the parable, because the consequences of
marriages built on sand are, unfortunately, there for all to see,
and it is mainly the children who pay the price. Children suffer
from the separation or the lack of love of the parents! With
regard to so many couples, one must repeat what Mary said

to Jesus, at Cana in
Galilee: “They have
no wine” (n 2:3).
The Holy Spirit is
He who continues
to perform, on a
spiritual level, the
miracle that Jesus
worked on that
occasion; namely, to
change the water of
habit into a new joy
of being together. It is
not a pious illusion:
it is what the Holy
Spirit has done in
so many marriages,

when the spouses
decided to invoke
Him.

It would notbe a
thing, therefore,
the

-—“ bad

if  alongside

information of a legal, psychological and moral nature that
is given in the preparation of engaged couples for marriage,
we were to deepen this “spiritual” preparation, the Holy Spirit
who makes unity. An Italian proverb says, “Never place a
finger, never intervene, between husband and wife”. There is
in fact a “finger” to be placed between husband and wife, the
“finger of God": that is, the Holy Spirit!

Holy Father’s Prayer
Intention for November

+—RGBHRARER

For Those Who have Lost a Child

Let us pray that all parents who mourn the loss of a son
or daughter find support in their community, and may
receive peace of heart from the Spirit of Consolation.
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Liturgy activities for the month of November 2024

2nd November

All Souls Day Mass
7:15am, 7:50am,
8:20am (Chinese)

1st November
Month of Holy Souls begins

All Saints Day
First Friday of the month
8:00pm (Chinese)

3rd November
31st Sunday in
Ordinary Time

10th November
32nd Sunday in
Ordinary Time

17th November
33rd Sunday in
Ordinary Time

20th November

6:00pm (Chinese)

Commemoration of All
Faithful Departed Mass

24th November
Feast of Christ
the King

30th November
Month of Holy Souls
concludes

Offering of Memorial
Cards (6:00pm mass)

Events for St. Anthony’s Church
*Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration
(every Thursday evening 7:00pm)
*St. Anthony’s Day
(second Tuesday of the month)

Reflect with Pope Francis

Welcome to 11:30am English Mass

Invite Holy Spirit to protect your marriage and children

During his Wednesday General Audience on 23 October 2024, Pope Francis focuses on the
sacrament of marriage, saying keeping faith and the Holy Spirit at the forefront can preserve
and protect the love of married couples and their children.

Today, in particular, we would like to gather a few
crumbs of the doctrine of the Holy Spirit developed in the
Latin tradition, to see how it enlightens all of Christian life and
the sacrament of marriage in particular.

The main originator of this doctrine is Saint Augustine,
who developed the doctrine on the Holy Spirit. He sets out
from the revelation that “God is love” (1 Jn 4:8). Now love
presupposes one who loves, one who is beloved and love
itself that unites them. The Father is, in the Trinity, He who
loves, the source and origin of everything; the Son is He who
is beloved, and the Holy Spirit is the love that unites them. The

God of Christians is therefore a “sole” God, but not solitary;
His is a unity of communion and love. Along these lines, some
have proposed to call the Holy Spirit not the “third-person
singular” of the Trinity, but rather the “first-person plural”. In
. other words, He is the We, the divine
We of the Father and the Son, the bond
of unity between different persons,
the very principle of the unity of the
Church, which is indeed a “sole body”
resulting from several persons.

As | said, today | would like to
reflect with you in particular on what
the Holy Spirit has to say about the
family. What can the Holy Spirit have to
do with marriage, for example? A great
deal, perhaps the essential, and | will
try to explain why! Christian marriage
is the sacrament of self-giving, one for
the other, of man and woman. This
is how the Creator intended it when
he “So God created man in his own
image ... male and female he created
them” (Gen 1:27). The human couple
is therefore the first and most elementary realization of the
communion of love that is the Trinity.

Married couples, too, should form a first-person plural,
a “we”. Stand before each other as an “I” and a “you”, and
stand before the rest of the world, including the children, as a
“we”. How beautiful it is to hear a mother say to her children:
“Your father and 1...”, as Mary said to Jesus when they found
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