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It was fun hearing from other children about their
experiences and to see my friend Julian ((Z&)&) talking to
Cardinal Chow. | also enjoyed the games and getting lots of
prizes. Thank you to Ms Phyllis (& B2 EM) for translating
and helping me during the activities.
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Everything Begins with God
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We are really grateful for the Sunday school program. We are confident

and fully trust that all the knowledge, values, and sense of community
our children have gained will be invaluable as they continue to grow in
their faith. Witnessing them happily participating in this weekly ministry is
forming them in a loving way that will for sure make a lasting impact — their
north star as they navigate through life.

While our relationship with God is personal, reading the responsorial
psalms and presenting the gift together reminded us that our faith is also a
shared journey with our family and community. We felt a sense of pride
watching our children take on this responsibility, especially our daughter
who is very shy. It was clear that they are not just recipients of our teachings,
but they have wholeheartedly accepted the role of an active steward of our
church’s mission, using their gifts to glorify God and serve the community.

As we write this reflection, it makes us more committed to continue
supporting our children’s faith formation, whether through open discussions,
attending Sunday mass and Sunday school, and be a good role model for all
of us to realise a life of service. That we may heed to the call to share our
gifts, both material and spiritual. We are thankful to have had the privilege
of witnessing the Sunday School Graduation mass on 7 July in a very
meaningful way.




Prayer Meeting with Music for Parish Evangelization

Some 100 eager parishioners and friends gathered in St
Anthony’s Church at 12:30pm on 7 July for the Prayer Meeting
With Music. The event was hosted by Don Bosco Choir to hail
the Seeking New Sheep Campaign which came two weeks
later.

It was a special programme bringing peace and
meditation to the congregation somewhat like a very short
retreat. The church had helped to make it happen and it was
well received.

INSFBB~SULHEHS
Prayer Meeting with Music
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= JULY ~ New Sheep Seeking Month |

777H (3H) Sunday, 7 July
12:30pm — 1:10pm
AREF 4 - g ZEHR -
% SHBAMAM o M B EE

Spiritual reflections with organ music,
hymns singing, Bible reading and prayer

R B = Ho:
F 12 Presented by LIRSS S
Don Bosco Choir

There were spiritual reflections after each piece of organ
music and scripture reading, including hymns singing and
praying, for around 40 minutes.

Below is the programme with clips (copy the links to

view) of the organ music and singing. Enjoy!

1. Introduction

2. Singing: A Call to All Christians

3. Scripture Reading and Reflection: Matthew 28:16-20

4. Organ — Fantasia on “How Great Thou Art” https://youtu.be/
SIIBYaZkkMO

5. Singing — (a) Ave Maria https://youtu.be/SYmrWceK9Nc ; (b)
F 208 hitps//youtu.be/l 41uK3047Ew ; (c) Love Divine, All
Loves Excelling https:/youtu.be/q81C5dPJUIQ

6. Scripture Reading and Reflection: 1 Corinthians 9:16, 20-
23

7. Organ Music: Festival Piece on Hymn Tune “Nicaea” https:/
youtu.be/_nkutGQMNrU

8. Prayer for Sheep Seeking

9. Final Hymn: Immaculate Mary https:/youtu.be/GRScUwKx
GU4
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to acknowledge the infinite
dignity of each person,
‘beyond every circumstance,
state or situation the person

7 "

may ever encounter’.

“The passage from ‘us’
to ‘me’ is one of the most
evident signs of our times.”

St. Anthony’s Church

World Day
for Grandparents

and the E|derl B 2
2024 y PRA)/ER c?é,9 L

gy .
S of JesuS

Lord, faithful God, You who created us in Your image, You who never
leaves us alone and who accompanies us through every season of life,

do not abandon us, take care of us, and grant us, once again, the ability
1‘F|' The Holy Father to discover ourselves and recognise that we are Your children.
"
?\% laments  that nowadays Renew our hearts with your Word and do not allow anyone to be cast

many women and men seek
personal fulfilment in a life as
independent as possible and
detached from other people.”
“The passage from ‘us’ to ‘me’

aside. May your Spirit of love fill us with Your tenderness and teach us to
say: “l will not abandon you!” to those we meet on our journey.

With the help of your beloved Son, may we not lose the taste for
fraternity and may we not conform to the sadness of loneliness. Help
us to look to the future with renewed hope, and make the World Day

for Grandparents and the Elderly a day without loneliness, and a day ‘1
abundant with the first-fruits of Your peace. Amen. A

' s - Y o

is one of the most evident
signs of our times,” he writes.

Sl

One of her daughters does as the mother suggests. The
other, Ruth, “does not leave Naomi’s side and, to her surprise,
tells her: ‘Do not press me to leave you’ (Ruth 1:16),” the Holy
Father writes. “Ruth is not afraid to challenge customs and
inbred patterns of thought.”

The Holy Father’s Message concludes with an appeal:
“In place of the self-centred attitude that leads to loneliness
and abandonment, let us instead show the open heart and the
joyful face of men and women who have the courage to say
‘I will not abandon you’, and to set out on a different path.”

And he conveys his blessing and prayers, “to all of you,
dear grandparents and elderly persons, and to all those who
are close to you.”

(Source: Vatican News)

Holy Father’s Prayer
Intention for August

N\RBHRhRER

For Political Leaders

Let us pray that political leaders be at the service of their
own people, working for integral human development
and the common good, taking caring of those who have
lost their jobs and giving priority to the poor.

on RIBIGE WIS

Image - Diocesan Commission for Integral Human Development
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“Solitude and abandonment have become recurrent
elements in today’s social landscape,” the Pope admits.

Following in Ruth’s footsteps
The Holy Father cites the story of Naomi from the Book
of Ruth.

Naomi, who had grown old, urged her two daughters to
leave her and return to their native towns and their homes.
Naomi sees herself as a burden and considers it better to step
aside.
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Shepherd Flock’s
Dialogue August 2024

Liturgy activities for the month of August 2024

Fis

2nd August 4th August 11th August 18th August
First Friday of the month 18th Sunday in 19th Sunday in 20th Sunday in
Honour Sacred Heart of Jesus Mass Ordinary Time Ordinary Time Ordinary Time
8:00pm (Chinese)

21st August
Commemoration of All Faithful
Departed Mass

6:00pm (Chinese)

25th August
21st Sunday in
Ordinary Time

Events for St. Anthony’s Church

*Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration (every Thursday
evening 7:00pm)

* St. Anthony’s Day (second Tuesday of the month)

Welcome to 11:30am English Mass

Pope: The elderly are the 'firm foundation'

of the future

rR !
_ 4
“Do not cast me off in my old age” (cf. Ps 71:9): This
sincere plea, taken from Psalm 71, is the theme of the Fourth
World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly, which took place
on 28 July 2024.

Pope Francis chose the Theme for the Day, which is
organised by the Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life.

In his Message for the Fourth World Day for Grandparents
and the Elderly, Pope Francis reassured the addressees that
“God never abandons His children, never.”

He referred to the elderly as “the firm foundation” on
which “new” stones can rest, in order to join in erecting a
spiritual edifice (cf. 1 Peter 2:5).”

Fear of loneliness

Both the “certainty of God's closeness at every stage of
life and the fear of abandonment, particularly in old age and in
times of pain,” can be found in the Bible, Pope Francis writes.

» And these words “reflect an
| utterly evident reality.”

‘ “All too often, loneliness
| is the bleak companion of our
lives as elderly persons and
| grandparents,” Pope Francis
acknowledges.

“There are many reasons
for this loneliness,” the Pope
continues, “in many places,
above all in the poorer
countries, the elderly find
themselves alone because
their children are forced to
emigrate.”

He describes the situation
of the elderly left in their war-
torn countries as “the only
signs of life in areas where
abandonment and death seem

to reign supreme.”

The Pope also decries the beliefs of some local cultures
where the elderly “are suspected of using witchcraft to sap the
vital energies of the young” and thus are blamed for blows of
fate affecting the young.

He goes on to say that “this accusation that the elderly
‘rob the young of their future’ is nowadays present everywhere.
It appears under other guises even in the most advanced and
modern societies.”

A conspiracy surrounding the life of the elderly
“The Psalm cited above,” the Pope writes, “speaks to a
conspiracy surrounding the life of the elderly.”

And he explains, that the “abandonment of the elderly
is not by chance or inevitable, but the fruit of decisions —
political, economic, social and personal decisions — that fail



