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| just wanted to say thank you to all the fabulous church
volunteers who made the time and effort to arrange the party
tram on 2 December.

George and Victoria couldn’t stop talking or shall | say singing
all the Christmas songs taught at Saturday church. It was a well
thought of activity from the time management to the playing
of the guitar, especially all the way to the setting up of the
banners and balloon decorations in the tram. All the parents
involved were beyond amazing by singing their hearts out.
Such a lovely afternoon and the children and adults all did
so well. Can't wait for the next event! I'm sure it will be as
exciting as this one!
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Carolling at Tung Wah Hospital with Mixed Feelings

Almost every year, Don Bosco Choir would go carolling in Tung Wah
Hospital, Sheung Wan. This year with Anthonia’s liaison, we went on 23
December. After briefing from the hospital authority, we began caroling from
ward to ward starting from the top floor. | was happy and excited to be the Santa
ringing a bell to bring the good news of Christmas to all! Peter accompanied us
with his portable electronic keyboard. Annie solemnly announced our coming
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Irene Kwok

before we sang cheerfully both English and Cantonese carols as we strolled |

through the wards.
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Some patients welcomed us with smiles and even applauded to show
appreciation. Others who were more musical, clapped with the rhythm. Still
others who were heavily bedridden with apparatus around them could not move.
When they heard us singing, they would just turn away with red eyes on the
verge of weeping. When | saw that, | was moved and felt deeply sorry for them.
[ could only say “Peace Be With You”. | could not bring joy to them on a day
when we merrily celebrated the Birth of Christ. Let us pray for them and hope
they would offer their sufferings to our Lord who would heal and comfort them.

Holy Father’s Prayer
Intention for January

For the Gift of Diversity in the Church

Let us pray that the Spirit help us recognize the gift of
different charisms within the Christian community, and
to discover the richness of different ritual traditions in

the heart of the Catholic Church.
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childhood has been devastated by war.”

“Yes” to the Prince of Peace

We must say “yes” to peace and “no” to war the Pope
decried, as every war marks “a defeat without victors, an
inexcusable folly.” He also called for a “no” to weaponry
given that with human weakness we can often end up using it
for war sooner or later.

Peace is even more difficult, he observed, “when arms
production, sales, and trade are on the rise” and public funds
spent on arms can come at the expense of bread for the
hungry. He decried “the interests and the profits that move
the puppet strings of war.” And these must be brought to light,
“talked about and written about,” he emphasised, since many
have no idea how much of their public funds are being spent
on weapons, whereas they should be informed.

He prayed that “with God’s help” may we make “every
effort” for the day when “nation shall not lift up sword against
nation.”

An end to violence in the Holy Land

Looking at parts of the world where peace is distant, the
Pope prayed for an end to the war devastating the lives of
people in Israel and Palestine. He offered his consolation to
the people of Gaza and the entire region and in particular the
Christian communities.

He said his “heart grieves for the victims of the abominable
attack of 7 October,” and he repeated his “urgent appeal for
the liberation of those still being held hostage.”

The Pope pleaded for “an end to the military operations
with their appalling harvest of innocent civilian victims” and
called for “a solution to the desperate humanitarian situation
by an opening to the provision of humanitarian aid” in Gaza.

With an end to the violence, the Pope expressed hopes
that sincere and "persevering dialogue" with strong political
will and international support can lead to resolving the
"Palestinian question."

Peace for our world

The Pope named other nations struggling to arrive at
peace and stability, mentioning war-torn Syria, Yemen, and
struggling Lebanon, assuring all the people of his prayers
for their well-being. He implored peace for Ukraine, asking

everyone to “renew our spiritual and human closeness to its
embattled people” so that they also “may feel the concrete
reality of God’s love.”

Dialogue and reconcilation

May Armenia and Azerbaijan draw closer to a definitive
peace, he prayed, especially through humanitarian outreach
and the return of refugees to their homes in security and with
respect for religious traditions and places of worship.

The Pope prayed for the people of the Sahel region, the
Horn of Africa, Sudan, Cameroon, the Democratic Republic
of the Congo, and South Sudan - all places where tensions
are high, but peace is possible with goodwill and hard efforts.

May the “fraternal bonds” be strengthened on the
Korean peninsula, the Pope prayed, through “dialogue and
reconciliation capable of creating the conditions for lasting
peace.”

Solidarity with all

Turning to the Americas, the Pope prayed for common
efforts to resolve social and political conflicts, to alleviate
poverty, and to address the issues forcing people to migrate.

“May we remember the those who have no voice,
especially children who suffer from lack of food and water,
the unemployed, those forced to migrate and risking their lives
who are often prey to unscrupulous traffickers.”

A Jubilee of grace and hope

In conclusion, the Pope said that in just one year, the
Jubilee of 2025 will be inaugurated, marking a “season
of grace and hope,” but one that requires our preparation
through a “conversion of hearts, for the rejection of war and
the embrace of peace.”

May we joyfully respond to the Lord’s call, he said, “in
the words of Isaiah’s prophecy, ‘to bring good news to the
oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty
to the captives, and release to the prisoners.””

“Let us welcome Jesus! Let us open our hearts to him,
who is the Saviour, the Prince of Peace!”

(Source: vaticannews.va)
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Liturgy activities for the month of January 2024

A

1st January 5th January 7th January 14th January
Solemnity of Mary, First Friday of the month Feast of Epiphany 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Mother of God Honour Sacred Heart of Jesus Mass

8:00pm (Chinese)
17th January 21st January 24th January
Commemoration of All Faithful Departed Mass 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time Feast of St. Francis de Sales
6:00pm (Chinese) (Sunday of the Word of God)

28th January
4th Sunday in Ordinary Time

31st January
Feast of Don Bosco

Events for St. Anthony’s Church

*Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration

(every Thursday evening 7:00pm)

*St. Anthony’s Day (second Tuesday of the month)

Welcome to 11:30am English Mass

May Christmas bring peace to our world
and turn sorrow into joy

In his 2023 Christmas message, Pope Francis speaks of
how the Child Jesus reveals God’s tender love for each one of
us, which brings about “the joy that consoles hearts, renews
hope and bestows peace.” He prays for world peace and
calls for every effort to stop violence and help those who are
suffering.

Greeting the crowds gathered in Saint Peter’s Square from
the central loggia of Saint Peter’s Basilica, Pope Francis offered
his traditional good wishes on Christmas Day, 25 December
2023, with a message followed by his solemn "Urbi et Orbi"
blessing, to the city and the world.

The Pope said we look to the birthplace of Jesus in
Bethlehem during these times, sadly marked by “sorrow and
silence.” Yet the birth of the Saviour there and the proclamation
of the angel, “To you is born this day in the city of David a
Saviour, who is Christ the Lord,” give us great hope as “the
Lord has been born for us...the eternal Word of the Father, the
infinite God, has made His home among us.”

God’s light dispelling the darkness

Despite the “deep shadows” covering Bethlehem today,
“an undying flame has been lighted” the Pope underscored, as
God’s light has overcome the darkness.

“Let us exult in this gift of grace! ... Rejoice, you who
have abandoned all hope, for God offers you His outstretched
hand; He does not point a finger at you, but offers you His
little baby hand, in order to set you free from your fears, to
relieve you of your burdens and to show you that, in His eyes,
you are more valuable than anything else.”

The innocent victims of today

Following the birth of the Saviour came the slaughter
of the innocents, the Pope recalled, and he remembered the
innocents, the “little Jesuses” of today, who are victims “in
their mothers’” wombs, in odysseys undertaken in desperation

and in search of hope, in the lives of all those little ones whose

dispels the darkness




