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Irene Kwok

a special way — “Rosary with Music”. What could be better than leading each
_ of the Luminous Mysteries by one of the five choirs of the church, and singing
“, beautiful Marian hymns in between?

—:1 For the second year, St Anthony’s Church honours our Heavenly Mother in

[ believe parishioners enjoyed this special event as much as we do. The
Don Bosco Choir sang a meaningful hymn “Bright Lamp Shining” reminding
all that our Blessed Mother is patiently waiting for us to mend our ways.

: Singing for a common cause not only brings our members closer together,
— italso unites the sodalities and congregation. Thanks to the efforts of the Liturgy
° Committee, and the support of Father Peter Ng, our parish priest.

Download link to view the ”Rosary W|th Mu5|c” from Parish website: https://youtu.be/I3X7-mp8IKE?si=n1pxTnNFGNVC6q-b
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A Mother’s Lamp G Cer

The 4-month long journey of practising, doing 2 | %
{

rehearsals of and finally performing the hymn Bright Lamp 2l 1

Shining at the "Rosary with Music" Concert on 29 October 1 | f
is a joy which | would like to share with my dear fellow e !
members of the St. Anthony’s Church family. | o s

I am deeply thankful that | have come to know this
beautiful hymn through the opportunity of taking part in -~
the Rosary with Music. When | first sang this hymn, tears P . -
just came to my eyes as the scene depicted by the hymn g
was just so touching. A bright lamp shining at the window, : .
an earnest mother waiting and praying for her child, the child knowing that his mother up in heaven was watching over him,
and his being aware of his sins and willing to change his ways so that he may meet his mother in heaven... the love that is
revealed by these few lines of the hymn is so great and yet so gentle. This is how Holy Mary, Mother of God, loves each of us.
And because of her love and that of her son Jesus, we are willing to change our sinful ways to become a better person.

Now a month has passed since the Rosary with Music concert, | still miss our singing this beautiful hymn after the
11:30am Mass every Sunday since July. | want to thank Mr. John Chan, our conductor for choosing this beautiful hymn and his
most thoughtful guidance along the way, and also fellow members of the Don Bosco Choir (especially Ms. Glorecel Pareja our
talented soloist) for the wonderful experience of singing praise together to Holy Mary. The Rosary with Music is truly a joyful
gathering! A big Thank You to the organizers and all the other choirs!

And | will always keep this bright lamp in my heart.
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Holy See Catholic Diocese
Study Mission of Hong Kong
in Hong Kong i L REHFEHE

Musical Offering & Solemn Mass

in honour of Pope Francis
on the 10th anniversary of his pontificate & 87th birthday
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“Do not turn your face away from anyone who is poor.”
[Tob 4:7)
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Amy Li

Amy Li stood out in the choir because she was always in cheung
sham (]&#). She worked for the British Navy in Timar, present-day
Admiralty and that's why whenever we wanted dim sum in the City
Hall Restaurant, she would volunteer to reserve tables for us. Amy
was a quiet person but always wore a big smile on her face. What's
more, she contributed in her quiet way. Our choir used to celebrate
the Mid-Autumn Festival up the Peak. Amy never joined but she
could come early to bring delicious festival food for the kids of the
choir. She is so kind and generous. I'm sure now she’s up in heaven
singing with us every Sunday.

Shirley Leong

Shirley had a beautiful face with a sing song voice. Due to her
living distance, she joined the Diocesan Choir but would come back
to St Anthony’s to do the readings on Sundays from time to time.
Shirley was an easy-going person with a big generous heart. She will
be in our memory until we meet in heaven.

REREBRCSE

A

Don Bosco) Choiy Members;

i Annie Hui

Though Cindy was a lady of strong determination. She had her
own decisive and sensible way of making decisions. | know of this
through our weekly dim sum chatting after Sunday Mass. Then she
fell sick and was hospitalised. Cindy took her condition with grace
and peace. She was in and out of hospital for several times but when
we invited her for dim sum, her answer was ‘YES'. Cindy, we’ll meet
again in the bosom of God the Almighty.

Elke

Elke was a lady from Austria. Before she joined our choir, she
spent quite some time observing us on Sundays. Once becoming a
member, Elke was always an active one, turning up for every practice
and making suggestions for singing. It was until later that | discovered
that she’s attending the choirs of different churches. No wonder she
had so many ideas on the Scriptures and music. | would not say that
Elke was a sociable person, but | could see the great efforts she made.
Before her final departure, she had totally become one of us. Elke, |
still recall your invitation of having a cup of tea in your house, we can
surely do it some day in heaven.

Medele

Medele was our Filipino member and had been with us for
quite a long time. She always participated actively in choir practice.
Medele had a strong sense of humour and she brought great joy to our
choir. She was renowned for her signature dish of candle sausages for
our Christmas parties. Dear Medele, till we meet again.

Gina

Gina was our Filipino member, and you would recognise
her right away for she came every Sunday in formal dress-up. You
would understand how she treated the Holy Sunday with reverence
and respect. Gina was a great chef of desserts, and she added extra
colours to our bountiful party food. I am sure she must be preparing
some yummy food for us in heaven.
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Advent — the first coming — | look toward the day when |
will see You face to face. | imagine what it will be like. Give
me a heart, Lord, that looks for Your coming on a daily basis.
Help me to live my life where I'm constantly seeking Your
presence. My offering to You today is my righteous life for |
know | am only clean because of Jesus. Show me how | must
be refined, purified, and forgiven today. Give me the strength
to ask for forgiveness and then change my ways. Amen.

5. Burning Zeal

O Lord God, at the first coming of your Son Jesus Christ,
you sent John the Baptist in the spirit and power of Elijah to
prepare the way before him. Grant to the ministers of your
Word and sacraments the same burning zeal to prepare the
way for his coming again; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

6. Defend Us from Temptation

O Lord, raise up your power and come to deliver us, that
we who are oppressed by temptations may be defended by
your power, that the hosts of the enemy may never prevail
against us. Hear us in your mercy, O Lord Christ, who with the
Father and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

7. Grace for the Future

Awaken us, O Lord God, with your grace for the future.
As you graciously forgive our sins, protect and strengthen us
from all danger of future sins, so that we may serve you with
a clear conscience, and joyfully receive our Lord Jesus Christ
when he comes again in glory; he lives and reigns with you in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. Amen.

8. Prepare Our Hearts
O merciful God, you sent your eternal Word to take on
human nature in the womb of the Virgin Mary. Grant that your

chosen people may put off fleshly desires, to prepare their
hearts for the visitation of your dear Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
forever and ever. Amen.

9. Prayer for Light

O Lord, incline your merciful ears to our prayers and
enlighten the darkness of our hearts by the light of your
visitation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

10. Prayer for Deliverance from Sin

O Lord, look mercifully on us, and grant that we may
choose the way of peace. Rescue us from the captivity of the
sins which have oppressed us, that we may attain the dwellings
of the heavenly Jerusalem; through Jesus Christ. Amen.

11. Kindle Our Hearts by Your Spirit

Almighty God, fulfill our desire and kindle our hearts by
your Spirit, that being filled with the oil of your grace, we may
shine as bright lights at the coming of your Son Jesus Christ;
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

12. Prayer for the Lord to Come

This Advent, Lord, come to the manger of my heart. Fill
me with Your presence from the very start. As | prepare for
the holidays and gifts to be given, remind me of the gift You
gave when You sent Your Son from Heaven. The first Christmas
gift, it was the greatest gift ever. You came as a baby born in a
manger. Wrapped like the gifts | find under my tree, waiting
to be opened, to reveal Your love to me. Restore to me the
wonder that came with Jesus’ birth, when He left the riches
of Heaven and wrapped Himself in rags of earth. Immanuel,
God with us, Your presence came that night. And angels
announced, “Into your darkness, God brings His Light.” “Do
not be afraid,” they said, to shepherds in the field. Speak to
my heart today, Lord, and help me to yield. Make me like
those shepherd boys, obedient to Your call. Setting distractions
and worries aside, to You | surrender them all. Surround me
with Your presence, Lord, | long to hear Your voice. Clear my
mind of countless concerns and all the holiday noise. Slow me
down this Christmas, let me not be in a rush. In the midst of
parties and planning, | want to feel Your hush. This Christmas,
Jesus, come to the manger of my heart. Invade my soul like
Bethlehem, bringing peace to every part. Dwell within and
around me, as | unwrap Your presence each day. Keep me
close to You, Lord. It’s in Your wonderful Name | pray. Amen.

(Source: Christianity.com)

Holy Father’s Prayer Intention for December
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For persons with disabilities

We pray that people living with disabilities may be at the P
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Shepherd Flock’s
Dialogue December 2023

Liturgy activities for the month of December 2023

1st December

First Friday of the month

Feast of Sacred Heart of Jesus Mass
8:00pm (Chinese)

3rd December
First Sunday of Advent

10th December

Second Sunday of Advent
Communal Penance Service & Sacrament of
Reconciliation (2:00 — 4:00pm)

17th December
Third Sunday of Advent

20th December

6:00pm (Chinese)

Commemoration of All Faithful Departed Mass

24th December

Fourth Sunday of Advent

(6:00pm mass cancelled)

Christmas Eve

Christmas Praise and Worship at 11:00pm
Midnight Mass at 12:00am (Chinese)

25th December

Christmas Day

Chinese Mass: 7:00am, 8:30am,
10:00am, 6:00pm

English Mass: 11:30am

31st December
Feast of Holy Family

6:00pm (Chinese)

Marriage Vows Renewal Rite & Blessing

Events for St. Anthony’s Church
*Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration
(every Thursday evening 7:00pm)

*St. Anthony’s Day (second Tuesday of
the month)
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Advent is the time of year we celebrate the arrival of
Christ on earth and His salvation for mankind.

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.” - Isaiah 9:6

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and
we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father,
full of grace and truth.” - John 1:14

The term “Advent” comes from the Latin word “arrival.”
The holiday’s purpose and meaning are to look ahead to the
coming of Christ to Earth, the birth of Jesus. This is really
what the Christmas season is all about. It's the holiday of the
ADVENT of a new age in Jesus’ life, which allowed for the
redemption of mankind. Advent prayers are traditionally used
on each Sunday of Advent. You can take these prayers and use
them during your personal time with God or pray them as a
family while you light the candles on the Advent wreath.

Advent Prayers to Prepare Your Heart
for Christmas

Welcome to 11:30am English Mass

Through prayers for Advent, we can connect with God’s
grace and love in asking Him to ready our hearts as He
prepared all of history to receive the gift of His Son. Pray to
the Father for focus and devotion during Advent to cut away
the distractions and make your life a place of warmth and
faith. Here are some Advent prayers to celebrate the arrival
and glory of Christ!

1. Jesus Christ our Lord

O God, by your holy prophets, you promised that your
only Son would come in the flesh for us and be born of a
virgin. In these last days, you have fulfilled your Word. When
he who came to redeem the world comes to be our judge, let
us not be put to shame; through the merits of your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

2. Birth of God'’s Son

Heavenly Father, you sent your messengers to tell of the
birth of your Son, so that people might believe in Him. Open
our ears to hear your call, repent of our sins, and seek our
heavenly inheritance. May we profess Christ until we stand by
his grace before the glory of your majesty. Grant this for the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

3. Prayer for Courage

Dear Heavenly Father, help me to hear your voice. Touch
me once again. Give me the courage to be your beloved. Give
me the courage to choose joy. | need you now this Christmas.
Be born in me again. Today. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

4. Prepare My Heart for Christ’s Coming

Father, just as You sent John the Baptist to prepare the way
for Jesus, help me to clear the path in my heart, too. Show
me the distractions that block me from the worship of You
this Advent. Lord, | await Your coming! As | celebrate the first




