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May your holy wishes be heard
by God and your life be full of his
divine blessings!
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Osanna Tam o

Remembering each and every time entering St. Anthony’s Church, all the familiar faces that | see would say, “Oh, you're
back! Your family must be thrilled to see you”. Then | would walk downstairs and enter our choir room, with welcoming words
and hugs like these, “PRAZFARERMY | SFEME(RET | * Z1EHE —YHFRAOMR - BIFHREIRMREBENEE - B—HRELEE
MNE - BREIRM—EHE -

It has been a good 10+ years since | have been away from Cecilia Choir, and | can’t think of a better timing to be welcomed
back into this community — our 51st anniversary of the establishment of
Cecilia Choir. It is a great reminder from God, that it is our duty to serve the
community within St. Anthony’s church, as well as our brothers and sisters
in the Catholic community. It is also a personal reminder to me, that | have
to continue on and honour what our founder, Ms. Leung Ching Ying (Grace)
had flourished on each of our members, to bring everyone together through
music and spread God’s words along the way.
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Rediscover the meaning of Christmas

Two thousand years after the birth of Jesus, after so
many Christmases spent amid decorations and gifts, after
so much consumerism that has packaged the mystery we
celebrate, there is a danger.

We know many things about Christmas, but we forget
its real meaning. So how do we rediscover the meaning of
Christmas?

First of all, where do we go to find it? The Gospel of
Jesus’ birth appears to have been written precisely for this
purpose: to take us by the hand and lead us where God
would have us go.

It starts with a situation not unlike our own: Everyone
is bustling about, getting ready for an important event, the
great census, which called for much preparation. In that
sense, the atmosphere was very much like our modern
celebration of Christmas. Yet the Gospel has little to do
with that worldly scenario; it quickly shifts our gaze to
something else.

First, Mary places Jesus “in a manger” (Luke 2:7);
then the angels tell the shepherds about “a child wrapped
in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger” (v. 12); and
finally, the shepherds, who find “the child lying in the
manger” (v. 16).

In order to rediscover the meaning of Christmas, we
need to look to the manger. Because it is the sign, and not
by chance, of Christ’s coming into this world. It is how he
announces his coming. It is the way God is born in history,
so that history itself can be reborn. What, then, does the
Lord tell us? Through the manger, three things, at least:
closeness, poverty and concreteness.

Closeness: There, in that manger, Christ is born, and
there we discover his closeness to us. He comes there, to
a feeding trough, in order to become our food. God is no
father who devours his children, but the Father who, in
Jesus, makes us his children and feeds us with his tender
love.

The Christmas manger, the first message of the divine
Child, tells us that God is with us, he loves us, and he
seeks us. So take heart! Christmas means that God is close
to us: Let confidence be reborn!

The manger of Bethlehem speaks to us not only of

closeness, but also of poverty. The manger reminds us that
Jesus was surrounded by nothing but love: Mary, Joseph
and the shepherds; all poor people, united by affection
and amazement, not by wealth and great expectations.
The poverty of the manger thus shows us where the true
riches in life are to be found: not in money and power, but
in relationships and persons.

And the first person, the greatest wealth, is Jesus
himself. Dear brothers, dear sisters, at Christmas God is
poor: Let charity be reborn!

The manger speaks to us of concreteness. It reminds
us that God truly became flesh. Jesus was born poor, lived
poor and died poor; he did not so much talk about poverty
as live it, to the very end, for our sake. From the manger
to the cross, his love for us was always palpable, concrete.

Jesus who took on our flesh wants more than simply
good intentions. He who was born in the manger demands
a concrete faith, made up of adoration and charity, not
empty words and superficiality.

Tenderly wrapped in swaddling clothes by Mary,
he wants us to be clothed in love. God does not want
appearances but concreteness.

May we not let this Christmas pass without doing
something good, brothers and sisters. Since it is his
celebration, his birthday, let us give him the gifts he finds
pleasing!

(Extract of Pope Francis Homily, 24 December 2022)

Holy Father’s Prayer
Intention for January

—RAHRARER

For educators

We pray that educators may be credible witnesses,
teaching fraternity rather than competition and
helping the youngest and most vulnerable above
all.
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ensure peace while provoking social conflict, frustration
and various forms of violence. Indeed, the pandemic
seems to have upset even the most peaceful parts of our
world, and exposed any number of forms of fragility.

3. Three years later, the time is right to question, learn, grow

and allow ourselves to be transformed as individuals and
as communities; this is a privileged moment to prepare
for “the day of the Lord”. | have already observed on a
number of occasions that we never emerge the same
from times of crisis: we emerge either better or worse.
Today we are being asked: What did we learn from the
pandemic? What new paths should we follow to cast
off the shackles of our old habits, to be better prepared,
to dare new things? What signs of life and hope can we
see, to help us move forward and try to make our world
a better place?

Certainly, after directly experiencing the fragility of our
own lives and the world around us, we can say that
the greatest lesson we learned from Covid-19 was
the realization that we all need one another. That our
greatest and yet most fragile treasure is our shared
humanity as brothers and sisters, children of God. And
that none of us can be saved alone.

This experience has made us all the more aware of the
need for everyone, including peoples and nations, to
restore the word “together” to a central place. For it
is together, in fraternity and solidarity, that we build
peace, ensure justice and emerge from the greatest
disasters. Only the peace that comes from a fraternal
and disinterested love can help us overcome personal,
societal and global crises.

. Even so, at the very moment when we dared to hope

that the darkest hours of the Covid-19 pandemic were
over, a terrible new disaster befell humanity. We
witnessed the onslaught of
another scourge: another
war, to some extent like
that of Covid-19, but
driven by culpable human |
decisions. The war in
Ukraine is reaping innocent
victims ~and  spreading
insecurity, not only among
those directly affected,
but in a widespread and
indiscriminate way  for

everyone, also for those
who, even thousands of
kilometres away, suffer its
collateral effects — we need
but think of grain shortages
and fuel prices.

Certainly, the virus of
war is more difficult to
overcome than the viruses
¢ that  compromise  our
bodies, because it comes,
not from outside of us,
but from within the human heart corrupted by sin (cf.
Gospel of Mark 7:17-23).

5. What then is being asked of us? First of all, to let our
hearts be changed by our experience of the crisis, to
let God, at this time in history, transform our customary
criteria for viewing the world around us. We can no
longer think exclusively of carving out space for our
personal or national interests; instead, we must think in
terms of the common good, recognizing that we belong
to a greater community, and opening our minds and
hearts to universal human fraternity.

Consequently, we are called to confront the challenges
of our world in a spirit of responsibility and compassion.
We must revisit the issue of ensuring public health for
all. We must promote actions that enhance peace and
put an end to the conflicts and wars that continue to
spawn poverty and death. We urgently need to join
in caring for our common home and in implementing
clear and effective measures to combat climate change.
We need to battle the virus of inequality and to ensure
food and dignified labour for all, supporting those who
lack even a minimum wage and find themselves in great
difficulty... Only by responding generously to these
situations, with an altruism inspired by God’s infinite
and merciful love, will we be able to build a new world
and contribute to the extension of his kingdom, which
is a kingdom of love, justice and peace.

In sharing these reflections, it is my hope that in the
coming New Year we can journey together, valuing the
lessons that history has to teach us. To all men and women
of good will | express my prayerful trust that, as artisans
of peace, they may work, day by day, to make this a good
year! May Mary Immaculate, Mother of Jesus and Queen
of Peace, intercede for us and for the whole world.
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Liturgy activities for the month of January 2023

1st January 6th January 8th January 15th January
Solemnity of Mary, First Friday of the month Feast of Epiphany 2nd Sunday of the Year
Mother of God Feast of Sacred Heart of Jesus Mass

1///

1

7/

8:00pm (Chinese) \

. 18th January 22nd January 24th January \
"4 Commemoration of All Faithful Departed Mass Lunar New Year’s Day Celebration Third Day of Lunar New Year \
6:00pm (Chinese) 3rd Sunday of the Year Feast of St. Francis de Sales \

(Sunday of the Word of God) \

29th January 31st January Events for St. Anthony’s Church \

4th Sunday of the Year Feast of St. John Bosco * Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration \

(every Thursday evening 7:00pm)
* St. Anthony’s Day (every Tuesday)

Welcome to 11:30 AM English Mass

Reflect with Pope Francis
56th World Day of Peace Message
1 January 2023

No one can be saved alone.
Combatting Covid-19 together, embarking together on paths of peace

we are likewise called to keep our hearts _
open to hope and to trust in God, who .
makes himself present, accompanies
us with tenderness, sustains us in our
weariness and, above all, guides our path.

For this reason, Saint Paul constantly
exhorts the community to be vigilant, =
seeking goodness, justice and truth: “So

then, let us not fall asleep as others do,

but let us keep awake and be sober” (5:6).

His words are an invitation to remain alert

and not to withdraw into fear, sorrow or
resignation, or to yield to distraction or
discouragement. Instead, we should be

like sentinels keeping watch and ready to
glimpse the first light of dawn, even at the
darkest hour.

. Covid-19 plunged us into a dark night. It
destabilized our daily lives, upset our plans
and routines, and disrupted the apparent

“Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers
and sisters, you do not need to have anything written to
you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the
Lord will come like a thief in the night” (First Letter of Saint

tranquillity of even the most affluent societies. It
generated disorientation and suffering and caused the
death of great numbers of our brothers and sisters.

. Paul to the Thessalonians, 5:1-2). In addition to its physical aspects, Covid-19 led to a ,
{ . eneral malaise in many individuals and families; the
1. With these words, the Apostle Paul encouraged the ig . I many . poam—
. . . . ong periods of isolation and the various restrictions on
Thessalonian community to remain steadfast, their . . . AT
. . ) freedom contributed to this malaise, with significant
hearts and feet firmly planted and their gaze fixed on | L
— , ong-term effects. —
— the world around them and the events of history, even —
—-s:' as they awaited the Lord’s return. When tragic events On[y rarely do individuals and societies achieve ==
— seem to overwhelm our lives, and we feel plunged into progress in conditions that generate such feelings of =
—— a dark and difficult maelstrom of injustice and suffering, despondency and bitterness, which weaken efforts to =
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