¢

R

L]
I

FEAEERRNER @ IR
BALER  REANEEENSY
1% BEEENNY  EE2T% . |
RHFHE - E—ATARENRRXENE |
& MRXFMEMBARFEFGOF
£ ARBLHER  FEAHSRE

RE DR

| RERVEE - THMAEE -
2| Bt
ﬁ EBERER [ fRIPIER/N BT 2R EE !
-

FEM I PBIRRATR - BAXEIE
REREEMA -1 (B19:14) EEARIER  SEEMN
= AAMMAREFARSNER  MASENARE  T24
EEMb MR AREN RS - tAEREANREENEE 8
BRE AREMNMM - BRI RE  WESMANEE-
EFFABIRENEER  REREFRFFELAFESR
I BEEEARBEOMANOE  BERAMARRNES -
REFPNBRENEDPERE  FEASHERMREERE 2
BEFMANOE - RPFENEE  RFFE—Y255E4#
R EE - Mz - ERER MO MARRE - RE
ERERMNEINREFAR  BRAOEEXCarl RogersizHE
BRGtEERZTHENA  ZHAMANBRINRREH M
o EEABRBREAS LREWESN  TELREMRE
EMBECETARIRE  BRRBTHREELNTE 7
RERERGh B R B O Ear o

B B fth P19 2 =

BRERER @ [BEA » RERE - BRE ! | (87:14) B
METTHEANERNE T 5Kk  BHERFEEESNE
AFTENESAS L EMRE E RGP ERR A -
FEEANETRNAREE L BERRNEEMNEL - RIEUE
ERErik EriksonfVEm @ B NENRE  tBEEE N > BA|
fFEREE - BRFENSE  MEESH  FRMMHESE
BfEl c BEAEBNEF  twPEAZHEZENER  RAMMMHE
BRININEE - BT RBAMMNEENRS &E%f\#h

0225

SGACHN SN SCAT S ACH

(=] e 27T
' woib - FAEFKAECIA,  EF
a [=] #A3k i http://lwww.anthonychurch.org

==

B ANE M PN EENET - i
| BERLES [BEERH 0T
MRS IRAYE - | ZNEEER
MUERE  BELFORS  BEER
| B0 EHRREEER —ERD
(B - ERFEBEH RS - B
Bl EEERTHEE ERESLT
S - B A SR SRR - it
BB o>k EEETHERAE - BibE
| 5 REEBERFRRmAL - KT
AR RTHEERUEEE QBN
FHE— -

Bt —2RES

HEARBMAREERSL  AABRMEEENER
—maE  REMAZENEHT  IBISHERT 0 XS
2L RSB - RARISBXMERMFNEM - TRA
FNRR - FEARMMANER - EEREEERNETEN
ARLBRR  FETHEEZESYNER - RENEME
BEAENMMEESY  FHEE - KERFEARTESR
SEMFARIIMNFASPNEONEE - EFFAMRER -
Riatf—LaH - FRREOMN  AefMERge . AR
AZRMMMR IR -LAMEFINBERER - REAE
BREMEE - WISHRANERHBERRRFEA » ERE
MBUEET - ARREE - BBAE - ZR(PNOE -
FFARLELNRE  REHHERUEDENESR - BEA
LEANERL  AZBNEEAHNSZRRASHEZMNER
MEES - Tl - EEANSBRL  KEFEA-LEE 4
AR REZEM

tSom

FFAREMNFE - BHATREREN—F  ©fiE
REMHBE - FRORDOMANOE - AaMNEZ - &
BEENREL R —LBE - —BREEFSANR £t
FERFL  ERAED  KARINEEENRFNAK o

25466221 {HH : 25480661

E-mail : editorial@anthonychurch.org

T

)2

DD (ENENDZ(C

DG

L)



—F__FhRAMUREE @BRATIR

1. 98250817 [ELZZeEE==H |  mARSNES/SMN)EENHL -
HHR  REENELFHEN - RESZTRESHE

2. E108 [BERMEL | BMBESRE Bk REBEREMT Bk
—REAESTE/ A BEBER - ETINE4E -

3. EHAERY [Lmimt | BOUORBEDIROETE  BEEEEEENHRINLENEH - 908 E
TR ESH D Z=THE6KR13E °

4 10B23HHERNREHRSEWNEER [ERE] » TR [SEEEEHEEmMEA]L -
B FHIREEIE o

5. 8 - #BE ODEZESHENRETEESNHE  HENZHEFARESSHERNTE
B (EEESIE - 10BHED ZETFINRE10R14E o

6. FERIER2023FENEETORF - =8 | [FMAERNF]  SEEREAR—REEHRE
EREREYFROfERD ~ BEL M : BHEE  BLES - RLED -

—F__F+AMEE EEEIREH

1st EEEIQEEH J?&Eﬁ 9th ALy, A N
AX) | TEEune | wmmn | (@R) | T TORRHAER | 23d | MEME=+IR
(AH) | EHE (BEE)

2nd | BEHEHTtEER 16th | e pypes R

=73 + =t = VA j-LEEl
(AR) | [FERKHE | BER (AA) REMEH MEHSE =+ — [

EIEE VR 30th | EHIRALR
Tth | S matE 1oth | ==B3c= (AR) | Z=E e
(Hi) B b\ B (H:) Be £ /< BF 17 AN
BWREZZE AA{HtEERE

EEZ LK EA KRS

AR [MEEEHESEL] [BREL] & [ERIRERREE | KX

BRARK-RNZ AL BREEA-NZETHE B AT H VS & WRE R AT

BEIWE (FRZR)
LY T E L Py L e
BN S BUR - RALOME - R AH -

¥ e $1000 | B-#LAT % & $100
E o $100 | B IF $200
HE $200 |#5eh B $200
T4 RZ AL $300 | KimigigEg  $1000
B H #H1A $100 | %% $500

o B0l b



-

w

=5 10 [600 hE

B [ EXEN | 20224 BT [1EHE ] KBE10A238 (HFEHSE30E
R ) 847 YHESRRENELSRERSEY T8
y -, . 2 [SESEENEECHEA] - FREAS [8%8
A8 i1 B WEXER > SEZERHO0A - HEAEHEN
4 N\ . HE RBEEROE  AERIBADBEIRRSE
\) ) \ ‘f SEY - EENREEERERRTHT (RE) - 108
4, © 16BTF300— 430 - 8T [BEEM] EERE -
AR L . . N
@ ,

[ 238 RE5HA | BRMA NS
9A1H~10R48 EME  REERTHEY  URSRMAZEY S o
R AR K B Y - REETREN N E -
FRMEARBEGRES - REERMARTER - 7
BRI S R SRR - TEC AR 2R
Ao B BNEMT - EBRUREGEE F R E R
SHA - PERKRORE o BEARMNES - 17E
BMERE R MERTRE  FERMEEEEE
TS RRIR o R BHIL RABEFRRIEH B E
FIAHEI A B © RIRHER PR B BYHER - RER
B TESEERE - SEE BN KENRENRE L -
K MEE — S EYHE ETHE - RIMRBRK K ER
MBEE - ERMEAAE - CERANTHENG KL
4P o

(4 A # 7 7 F & (BARZ#E) da)

SRarnT 2022 EBHERE RS
HONG KONG 2022 Caritas- Hong Kong Charity Raffle Ticket

< R SREHES12W (#918230,000%5T)
' ~ "Prize 12 Taels 999.9 Gold donated by anonymous (About HK$230,000)
X = TEREMEESES X T KL EHIESH (80,000 E7T) @ |rmunesnse
 wppry Wing On Department Store Coupons donated by ICBC (Asia) 1 &0 | Charianie Foundatin

N Charitable Foundation (HK$80,000)

£ BARKREmMRXHKEES (25000/#7T)
L gt - 3%0 prize  Food & Beverage Coupons donated by Advance Caterers Group (HK$25,000
i
DE T 2 -
,ﬂm i the Sewle?, of Jo" DRBES Ay & HENN B S U (U B2 - BRARLIL & L1F) Srinet

To raise funds for Caritas - Hong Kong's various services to the community
it website: www.caritas.org.hk {including education, medical and social work services)




3. *@. °@. D,
2R0R®

ERSFI0AMET [RERRE] %
FEREN [E8RRA | #E - SRR ER
ﬁimgﬁakf$ﬁﬁﬁﬁj¢@’%kﬁi

DIE—IRAEN  HEE WA | FRIEHRR
%%EEoﬁPE%=F% 28~
l:sEEn.nJ

(T$EﬁmﬂJmHMij)

O BIMARKINRARABR - AR1ES AN
H —EE10BEBAAEEFREER (R
T) [ —sHBERg] o

QBAREE1R  MEAZSNUEBRKR KK

B - ARRFARN (FE 1R (XE
) 3% (BB 1R (BZXRE)

+ WBMEWNE—i  HtauAssmEe

Min(HARSE) MEBEEAKPEMNR

(XREFLK) - TBIRBIRKER (Bt
BREA) o

(:2: 2 ERBERA [HERFALHRE]
%]

o EBBARELE [EREBRA | &8
FTHEHE  —FER—HRRRE AANE
BT :

+RAMSE

B SENIRE

@, © D,
Eﬁ% @m &@) %@

FTRRE (e ] (LB XE @ FREATH,E

A RBREEREGAIL - F&54ade [4iEes ] 108 KT
REFZGETN B EZ 2N [ BHREFNAAEE ]
koo BiE [AvievE ] #A10A 308 FT46:00E B At E
B Bl REIA o

[RBHA | FRkaiE
B IS

5 R 15 0 e 19 6 25
e AT BR 0 79 o 38 4 L
B EEFHANRE - B THE
HEHR 34 (P 20 5 e B
B2 0 KB OR > B S KB EH
B AR R i -

D 10A1-268 | RERIIFE

@10H8-98 |RIZEiAR

REEHE ERHE

@ 10H15-16H EETIE

@ 10822-23H REE - 5FFT

® 10A29-30H R%iE - 8nRS5S

*»*"*nﬁ
Ay
- -+Jl$ﬁiﬂﬁﬂﬂu« - BRG]

‘ IR (MEERER)

O DRI [BMEme | &8

O SXMERUERKE

O EXfEEFRE

O SR F— B

00 P B A s s O 8

O SXETAALEBIIA

O ESHHHREA

O SR AF SRS R TR i

O Blmigfree

O R A

O % [#EWE | WHEHRE
| SRR |
W EHEFIE | RSB N55 )

B RS R S |

g TR 8

X BREERREERNRBRE
REFEEA D IRS

CHEEECRERS

nHﬂI“ <

’

g;ll'



BMEENES  BEZSZ  RIIKISHEELEEGHIENE
B BURAEN FRHEREE  c EEESWENEEESOEM
HIBLhER  BIERSMESNHE 18K - FEENSFOFEN
RR LR
REEE  HE
EEERKE9
A258 (EEH
$26EH) ' A
EFT7:005 %
ZH41:00 - £
BREE 8117
[EZZEEE

28]  XEA
[ACRTER
7T0B%F] - &
XE25@=S
RAERBEERE
ORI |
B EERE
1 - BIEHEEMN
NEY)  IBHR

=

5 EE - &
% HREEM
RESHRER -
R E| 5709 B
EMBIRAMA o

EL LR
LEEELE
ERE RN
5T - ERESE

MHEKEEE

# o RYIEBIRE
RN—K - EBE
BEREREMm
pEY R =k
SBNWRE - 7
RO EZIKAD

Eg4RE i :
EREEBEIR
L EMMRBE

B fTIREFT
BHPIOEER
EHMISNHE
% AR B E
#9753% - BIRBEER
g REAC
Bt A o




R
ms

=
LergkE S)NEEBERN=ZSFH BRIV =

FORE HMEBENEZA - LF - ARRE - &R ﬂ
BT (2HLIT  AAREGERMCEMEE®

FEHAE - FRBARIA LA  RENAATED
RFBZH—KRES LEH [E8aex] R BHRFEINRBETEHEE @ M
BB EEMbP ek o

Ha s N S

BEHE9A248 (B
N) EFEIT BEED
LIRE S EHRE
FELABIKFABAZR » AL
B R HT/EE AR Y =
S/MREERER - &

WP IREARERE T —RHSERE - Bt
ZHREMEHEEREBLMARENLEHE -
BEESREFHELARRE  SARFLRITE
EHNFL  BA—B  PEESEHER - OB
A R R R AT S BB R
[GUATE | MEETE - B FHERET — LT
B RERTHAEA - RERORH SRR
RESMEESHIME EIESHSE  BEHR
BT L AFIE -
| EAHC0SNEBRESN  HhEHLT
B AHK EERE CEERKERREMN -8

FR o KRHIFEBE=ZZESEE z:zﬁ} 5512 YET;FQ‘
EHF'EHXAE’J% E?I&Ta%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ o BERLR  BUSNMERSE —HEY  AEHRE BYRBTES  BAE
Gt EhaEh |

EIB ’T A TR E\y{ E | 9B108 - EREHE  SRESRMEESET - EEHR
‘JJ _J:j WA  BEEERARE - BT KBS RDE

WEEIR - RAZEHKZANRAFEBE AN ABHEE -

ol b S

’

g



I
HEZHEER
FERETZEE

il e

Diocesan Fund-raising
Commission For Church Building
and Development

i

=N

==x 1

mﬁmﬂmﬁii%ﬂg?ﬁ%ﬁ ’ %ﬁj(iﬁ] : Dﬁ m_tEHEgR- 5k 96:1

Sing to the Lord a new song, sing to the Lord, all the earth! psaim 96:1
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Sharing the joy and love of our Catholic Church, His Eminence Cardinal John Tong o P Qe
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Event note: 2 NOV 20122

teams and lay musicians will join and sing praises to glorify our loving God.
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Living Word of God - October 2022

HABAKKUK
Trusting God when
you don't understand.

not listen!” (Habakkuk 1:2a)

Reflection

Habakkuk wrote during 598-597 B.C. in his prophetic
oracles to Judah in the disastrous days of the Babylonian
attacks and capture of Jerusalem to foretell another total
destruction of Jerusalem that came upon some ten years
later in 587-586 B.C.

In their desperate situation the people of Judah cried
out to their Lord, “Where is God?” “How long, O Lord”
was a traditional lament to God in times of defeat by
enemies (see also Ps. 89:47). The prophet pleaded to God
to come to his aid as soon as possible and not to delay.
No matter whether God will come sooner or later, He will
come in the right moment and situation, and only those
people who have strong faith to remain just and upright
until that day will live. “If it delays, wait for it, it will surely
come, it will not be late.” (Hab 2:3) Instead of sending His
aids immediately, God demands His people to “Keep faith
and do not waver!”

Habakkuk was surrounded by violence during the
invasion of Babylon. He could not explain God'’s silence in
the midst of their tragedy and thus questioned the justice
of God like what Job did in the Old Testament. While
Habakkuk just tried to seek an answer from God. Another
exilic prophet Jeremiah went to the extreme of protesting
to God that He had seduced him. As a response to his
question, Habakkuk received a vision of new heaven and
earth as an assurance of the end of destruction and exile.
Meanwhile, before all those can be fulfilled our faith must
be persisted until the dawn of a new era comes because
only “the just one because of his faith shall live.”

Faith is not mere acceptance of higher truths or
unquestioning loyalty. It does not simply rest on doctrinal
propositions of the catechism of the Church. The Holocaust
was one of the great tests of faith in World War II. Millions
of people, including innocent women and children, were
killed in the death camps. Deaths and casualties in war
combat can be more easily explained and cause more
easily identified. Most leaders of the nations in war claim
that deaths and casualties are worthwhile because they

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

fight for their own nation for a just cause. But then, which
leader in history had ever waged war without claiming that
it was “just”?

Faith requires perseverance in good works and just
behavior even in times of adversity. The big challenge
of our faith in our community at present is whether the
pandemic will ever end and when our social conditions
will return to normal. As such, the question “Where is
God?” still remains with us nowadays.

God had proved again and again by his saving deeds
throughout the Old Testament to answer Israel’s cries in
time of need. But He had not promised no avenging from
the enemies nor natural disaster to discipline his people
and warn them from their misbehaviour in order that they
would learn to return and serve the Lord as they should
(Exod 34:6-8). They were to avoid the sins of their ancestors
in the desert who, being ungrateful and forgetful, refused
to obey God and thus never saw the Promised Lord.

The psalmist calls us to acknowledge and praise God
as the foundation and strength of our life as a community
(Ps 95:6-9). God had guided and saved the Israelites in
the past through exoduses from Egypt and from Babylon.
Today God has guided and continues to shepherd us in
our divine providence, and the proper attitude is to give
thanks and worships with a joyful heart for what God has
done for us.

Jesus says in Luke 17:5-6 that faith can move
mountains. But faith must be tested. It is hard to recall any
prominent figures in the history of the church whose faith
was not severely tested. And the most striking examples
are those who followed Jesus’ example and victimized by
violence, yet asked for forgiveness for the perpetrators.

We who have received so many good things must
accept the trial in our lives as well. Our thanksgiving for all
we have received is never sufficient. When we have done
all that we should do, we have only done our duty. We
should never forget the perpetual grace of God’s divine
providence bestows on us every day to bring us home to
our sheep folds to protect us. After the challenge is over,
we should simply say: “we are unprofitable servants; we
have done what we were obliged to do”. (Luke 17:10) and
“Into your hands | commend my spirit.” The gifts of the
Holy Spirit will help us to discern our gifts of Faith to bear
fruits of the Holy Spirit.

Prayer

Dear God our Father, we thank you for your divine
providence in caring for the needs of the rich and the
poor. We pray for the spread of peace and non-violence,
and decreasing use of guns and weapons by citizens and
states. May your overflowing grace pour-forth and restore
the prosperity of our hometowns and the lands of our
world to produce food for the poor. Amen.

Video available in Parish Formation Group YouTube Channel

WHMEA B



i 3 ¥ K &

did the apostles look for Judas” replacement among those
who, like themselves, had been witnesses of the Lord’s
resurrection (cf. Acts 1:21). Christ, indeed Christ risen from
the dead, is the One to whom we must testify and whose
life we must share. Missionaries of Christ are not sent
to communicate themselves, to exhibit their persuasive
qualities and abilities or their managerial skills. Instead,
theirs is the supreme honour of presenting Christ in words
and deeds, proclaiming to everyone the Good News of his
salvation, as the first apostles did, with joy and boldness.

2.“To the ends of the earth” — The perennial
relevance of a mission of universal
evangelization

In telling the disciples to be his witnesses, the risen
Lord also tells them where they are being sent: “..in
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the ends
of the earth” (Acts 1:8). Here we clearly see the universal
character of the disciples’ mission. We also see the
“centrifugal” geographical expansion, as if in concentric
circles, of the mission, beginning with Jerusalem, which
Jewish tradition considered the centre of the world, to Judea
and Samaria and to “the ends of the earth”. The disciples
are sent not to proselytize, but to proclaim; the Christian
does not proselytize. The Acts of the Apostles speak of this
missionary expansion and provide a striking image of the
Church “going forth” in fidelity to her call to bear witness
to Christ the Lord and guided by divine providence in the
concrete conditions of her life. Persecuted in Jerusalem
and then spread throughout Judea and Samaria, the first
Christians bore witness to Jesus everywhere (cf. Acts 8:1,
4).

The words “to the ends of the earth” should challenge
the disciples of Jesus in every age and impel them to press
beyond familiar places in bearing witness to him. For all the
benefits of modern travel, there are still geographical areas
in which missionary witnesses of Christ have not arrived
to bring the Good News of his love. Then too no human
reality is foreign to the concern of the disciples of Jesus in
their mission. Christ’s Church will continue to “go forth”
towards new geographical, social and existential horizons,
towards “borderline” places and human situations, in
order to bear witness to Christ and his love to men and
women of every people, culture and social status.
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3.“You will receive power” from the Holy Spirit

— Let us always be strengthened and guided by
the Spirit

When the risen Christ commissioned the disciples to

be his witnesses, he also promised them the grace needed

for this great responsibility: “You shall receive power when

the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my
witnesses” (Acts 1:8). According to the account in Acts, it
was precisely following the descent of the Holy Spirit on
the disciples that the first act of witnessing to the crucified
and risen Christ took place. That kerygmatic proclamation
— Saint Peter’s “missionary” address to the inhabitants of
Jerusalem — inaugurated an era in which the disciples of
Jesus evangelized the world. Whereas they had previously
been weak, fearful and closed in on themselves, the Holy
Spirit gave them the strength, courage and wisdom to bear
witness to Christ before all.

Just as “no one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’, except by the
Holy Spirit” (1 Cor 12:3), so no Christian is able to bear
full and genuine witness to Christ the Lord without the
Spirit’s inspiration and assistance. All Christ’s missionary
disciples are called to recognize the essential importance
of the Spirit’s work, to dwell in his presence daily and to
receive his unfailing strength and guidance. Indeed, it is
precisely when we feel tired, unmotivated or confused
that we should remember to have recourse to the Holy
Spirit in prayer. Let me emphasize once again that prayer
plays a fundamental role in the missionary life, for it allows
us to be refreshed and strengthened by the Spirit as the
inexhaustible divine source of renewed energy and joy in
sharing Christ’s life with others. “Receiving the joy of the
Spirit is a grace. Moreover, it is the only force that enables
us to preach the Gospel and to confess our faith in the
Lord” (Message to the Pontifical Mission Societies, 21 May
2020). The Spirit, then, is the true protagonist of mission.
It is he who gives us the right word, at the right time, and
in the right way.

Dear brothers and sisters, | continue to dream
of a completely missionary Church, and a new era of
missionary activity among Christian communities. |
repeat Moses’ great desire for the people of God on their
journey: “Would that all the Lord’s people were prophets!”
(Num 11:29). Indeed, would that all of us in the Church
were what we already are by virtue of baptism: prophets,
witnesses, missionaries of the Lord, by the power of the
Holy Spirit, to the ends of the earth! Mary, Queen of the
Missions, pray for us!

Holy Father’s Prayer
Intention for October
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For a Church open to everyone

We pray for the Church; ever faithful to, and
courageous in preaching the Gospel, may the Church
be a community of solidarity, fraternity and welcome,
always living in an atmosphere of synodality.
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Saint Anthony’s Church Parish Newsletter No.626

Shepherd Flock’s
Dialogue October 2022

Liturgy activities for the month of October 2022

1st October
Our Lady of Holy Rosary Month begins
Commencement of Rosary Marathon

2nd October
27th Sunday of the Year
Season of Creation Mass

7th October

First Friday of the month

Feast of Sacred Heart of Jesus Mass
8:00pm (Chinese)

9th October
28th Sunday of the Year

16th October
29th Sunday of the Year

19th October
Commemoration of All Faithful Departed Mass
6:00pm (Chinese)

23rd October
30th Sunday of the Year
(Mission Sunday)

30th October

31st Sunday of the Year
Conclusion of Holy Rosary Month
Offering of Spiritual Flowers Cards

Events for St. Anthony’s Church

* Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration (every Thursday
evening 7:00pm)

* St. Anthony’s Day (every Tuesday)

Welcome to 11:30 AM English Mass

Reflect with Pope Francis

World Mission Day 2022 Message

“You shall be my witnesses” (Acts 1:8)

These words were spoken by the Risen Jesus to his
disciples just before his Ascension into heaven, as we learn
from the Acts of the Apostles: “You shall receive power
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall
be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria
and to the ends of the earth” (1:8). They are also the theme
of the 2022 World Mission Day which, as always, reminds
us that the Church is missionary by nature.

If we learn how to listen, we can hear in the voice of
creation a kind of dissonance. On the one hand, we can
hear a sweet song in praise of our beloved Creator; on the
other, an anguished plea, lamenting our mistreatment of
this our common home.

This year’s World Mission Day is celebrated on 23
October. Let us reflect on the three key phrases that
synthesize the three foundations of the life and mission of
every disciple: “You shall be my witnesses”, “to the ends
of the earth” and “you shall receive the power of the Holy
Spirit”.

1.“You shall be my witnesses” — The call of
every Christian to bear witness to Christ

This is the central point, the heart of Jesus’ teaching
to the disciples, in view of their being sent forth into the
world. The disciples are to be witnesses of Jesus, thanks to
the grace of the Holy Spirit that they will receive. Wherever
they go and in whatever place they find themselves. Christ
was the first to be sent, as a “missionary” of the Father
(cf. Jn 20:21), and as such, he is the Father’s “faithful
witness” (cf. Rev 1:5). In a similar way, every Christian
is called to be a missionary and witness to Christ. And
the Church, the community of Christ’s disciples, has no
other mission than that of bringing the Gospel to the entire
world by bearing witness to Christ. To evangelize is the
very identity of the Church.

A deeper look at the words, “You shall be my
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witnesses”, can clarify a few ever timely aspects of the
mission Christ entrusted to the disciples. The plural form
of the verb emphasizes the communitarian and ecclesial
nature of the disciples’ missionary vocation. Each baptized
person is called to mission, in the Church and by the
mandate of the Church: consequently, mission is carried
out together, not individually, in communion with the
ecclesial community, and not on one’s own initiative.
Even in cases where an individual in some very particular
situation carries out the evangelizing mission alone, he
must always do so in communion with the Church which
commissioned him.

In addition, the disciples are urged to live their
personal lives in a missionary key: they are sent by
Jesus to the world not only to carry out, but also and
above all to live the mission entrusted to them; not only
to bear witness, but also and above all to be witnesses of
Christ. In the moving words of the Apostle Paul, “[we are]
always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that
the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies” (2
Cor 4:10). The essence of the mission is to bear witness to
Christ, that is, to his life, passion, death and resurrection
for the love of the Father and of humanity. Not by chance



