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Living Word of God - August 2022

“faith

isdhie assurance

of things hoped for,
the conviction

of things not seen.

Reflection

The above verses from the Letter to the Hebrews have
something to say on the subject of faith and walking in the
darkness of uncertainties. God decided to reveal himself by
stepping into human history and address his words to us. He
did so first through the prophets and ultimately through his
Son. The revelation of God must be received with faith. Faith is
believing in God, which means receiving his revelation with full
obedience, accepting the plan of God, and allowing ourselves
to be guided by his wisdom. (DV5)

The Israelites showed great faith during the deliverance in
the Exodus even though it occurred in the darkness of night. All
Israelites were found awake and attentive as they celebrated the
first Passover. It was because there was light in that darkness
in which the promise of God was fulfilled in light of their faith.

In the gospels Jesus always asks us to be vigilant because
we do not know when will be the second coming of Christ.
Vigilance is not synonymous with pulling a long face and
looking very serious. Rather, vigilance means to keep busy
looking after the Lord’s affairs. The proverb “Idle hands are the
devil’s workshop” inspired St. Jerome who wrote in the late 4th
century encouraging Christians to engage in some occupation
so that the devil would find you always busy in doing God’s will
and have no time left for temptation.

Abraham was perplexed by the problem of aging and lack
of heir. In the darkness of aging and incapacity the vigilance
shown by him was also one of faith. God’s promise for a great
nation was fulfilled in Abraham by faith because he obeyed the
calling of God and went out to an unknown place to receive the
blessings of God.

Hence vigilance does not mean simply waiting for something
to happen. It means, in the case of Abraham, continuing to go
about the tasks of daily life, mastering the domestic virtues of
kindness and hospitality and being faithful to both secular and
spiritual responsibilities.

We can also enjoy our joys in family, brotherhood, friends,
entertainments, our hobbies and even our career or jobs
in vigilance. Yet what is required of us is that we should be
conscious of what discipleship meant for a baptized Christian,
and we should ask for God’s helping hand daily to keep us
mindful and give us the strength and support to overcome
challenges.

Faith also implies a commitment to cooperating with God
in the salvation of humanity. Following the Gospel, the church
teaches that “faith is the beginning of man’s salvation, the
foundation and source of all justification”. (DS 1532) Faith is the
light that God gives us leading us to reach eternal life because
it enables us to know God intimately, recognize the voice of
the Good Shepherd, and follow his commandments (c.f. Jn

19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Hebrews 11:1, 8

10:4) in vigilance. These
qualities of faith reveal
that Christian faith has an
intellectual dimension.

When we are still
waiting for the first beam
of light at daybreak
through the darkness,
Jesus invites us to
follow him and learn
from him the proper
attitude of vigilance
toward the futureevenin
the midst of uncertainties.
With that type of vigilance, the Lord, upon his second arrival,
will seat us at the table and serve us personally as the host of his
messianic banquet.

Holy Scripture repeatedly teaches that salvation begins in
the intellect. By our faith in revelation, God enlightens us so
that we may be saved by the true light of God expressed in the
Scriptures:

“Jesus Christ, the fullness of God’s revelation, was
announced this: “... the day shall dawn upon us from on high
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of
death ...” (Luke 1:78-79). The brightness of the “sun of faith”
opens our eyes to a new and joyful dimension of reality.

It would seem that disciples must be ready for the coming of
crisis and challenges in life. Luke included vigilance among the
other general instructions on the proper behaviour of disciples.
Because blessed are those who can hold fast to faith through all
adversity and are well prepared to greet the risen Lord. (Luke
11:28; 12:37-40)

As St. Augustine put it, “We eagerly desire to better
understand and comprehend what we have believed.” (De
Trin., 4, 1) Faith includes the desire to see God, and it moves
the faithful to develop the wealth of knowledge contained in
revelation. Faith’s tendency towards the contemplation of God
can be pursued in both spiritual and mystical way, and the
intellectual and theological way. The desire to know more fully
what one believes is a sign of a living faith. “When a man’s will
is ready to believe, he loves the truth he believes; he thinks out
and takes to heart whatever reasons he can find in support. Thus
human reason does not exclude the merit of faith but is a sign
of greater merit.” (Summa Theologica St. Thomas Aquinas ST,
1I-11, 8.2, a. 10).

Christians should aim at progressing in their faith using
both spiritual and intellectual ways at the same time according
to each person’s own capabilities. Theology stems from
intellectual seeking of faith and we can affirm that theology
is “faith seeking understanding” (St. Anselm, Proslogion, 1; cf.
c.c.c. 158). This is also echoed in St. Augustine’s famous quote.
“| believe in order to understand; and | understand, the better to
believe” (St. Augustine Confession).

Prayer

Almighty God our Father, we are lost in the darkness of the
world. Please help us to walk with your light of faith in the world
and lead us away from idle hands. Our heart is restless until it
rests in you. Amen.




Pope Francis' new apostolic letter on the liturgy

The pope’s newest apostolic letter reflects upon
the meaning of baptism, our understanding of mystery,
inadequate liturgical approaches, the art of celebrating the
liturgy and more...

Aleteia offers the following 10 selected quotes from
Pope Francis’ apostolic letter Desiderio desideravi — “I
have desired with a great desire” (Lk 22:15) — on the liturgy,
published on June 29, 2022. These ideas offer some of the
text’s key ideas about our public worship.

o

Baptism, not magic

Our first encounter with his paschal deed is the event
that marks the life of all believers: our Baptism. This is
not a mental adhesion to his thought or the agreeing
to a code of conduct imposed by Him. Rather, it is a
being plunged into his passion, death, resurrection, and
ascension, a being plunged into his paschal deed. It is not
magic. [§ 12]

Theological sense of Liturgy

With this letter | simply want to invite the whole
Church to rediscover, to safeguard, and to live the truth
and power of the Christian celebration. | want the
beauty of the Christian celebration and its necessary
consequences for the life of the Church not to be spoiled
by a superficial and foreshortened understanding of its
value or, worse yet, by its being exploited in service of
some ideological vision, no matter what the hue. [§ 16]

Observing the rubrics

Let us be clear here: every aspect of the celebration
must be carefully tended to (space, time, gestures, words,
objects, vestments, song, music...) and every rubric must
be observed. Such attention would be enough to prevent
robbing from the assembly what is owed to it; namely, the
paschal mystery celebrated according to the ritual that the
Church sets down. [§ 23]

The liturgical reform and Vatican Il

It would be trivial to read the tensions, unfortunately
present around the celebration, as a simple divergence
between different tastes concerning a particular ritual form.
The problematic is primarily ecclesiological. | do not see
how it is possible to say that one recognizes the validity of
the Council — though it amazes me that a Catholic might
presume not to do so — and at the same time not accept

the liturgical reform born out of Sacrosanctum Concilium,
a document that expresses the reality of the Liturgy
intimately joined to the vision of Church so admirably
described in Lumen Gentium. [§ 31]

A celebration that does not evangelize

A celebration that does not evangelize is not
authentic, just as a proclamation that does not lead to
an encounter with the risen Lord in the celebration is not
authentic. And then both of these, without the testimony
of charity, are like sounding a noisy gong or a clanging
cymbal. (1 Cor 13:1) [§ 37]

Symbolic illiteracy

So, the question | want to pose is how can we become
once again capable of symbols? How can we again know
how to read them and be able to live them? [§ 45]

Uniformity in worship

Everybody doing together the same gesture,
everyone speaking together in one voice — this transmits
to each individual the energy of the entire assembly. It
is a uniformity that not only does not deaden but, on
the contrary, educates individual believers to discover
the authentic uniqueness of their personalities not in
individualistic attitudes but in the awareness of being one
body. [§ 52]

The art of celebration

We could say that there are different “models” of
presiding. Here is a possible list of approaches, which
even though opposed to each other, characterize a way
of presiding that is certainly inadequate: rigid austerity
or an exasperating creativity, a spiritualizing mysticism
or a practical functionalism, a rushed briskness or an
overemphasized slowness, a sloppy carelessness or an
excessive finickiness, a superabundant friendliness or
priestly impassibility. Granted the wide range of these
examples, | think that the inadequacy of these models of
presiding have a common root: a heightened personalism
of the celebrating style which at times expresses a poorly
concealed mania to be the centre of attention. [§ 54]

The role of the priest

The priest himself should be overpowered by this
desire for communion that the Lord has toward each
person. It is as if he were placed in the middle between
Jesus” burning heart of love and the heart of each of the
faithful, which is the object of the Lord’s love. To preside
at the Eucharist is to be plunged into the furnace of
God’s love. [§ 57]

A call to abandon polemics

Let us abandon our polemics to listen together to
what the Spirit is saying to the Church. Let us safeguard
our communion. Let us continue to be astonished at
the beauty of the Liturgy. The Paschal Mystery has been
given to us. Let us allow ourselves to be embraced by the
desire that the Lord continues to have to eat His Passover
with us. All this under the gaze of Mary, Mother of the
Church. [§ 65]

WHRMRA



cultivate our relationships
with others: first of all
by showing affectionate
concern for our families, our
children and grandchildren,
but also for the poor
and those who suffer, by
drawing near to them with
practical assistance and our
prayers. These things will
help us not to feel like mere
bystanders, sitting on our
porches or looking out from
our windows, as life goes
on all around us. Instead,
we should learn to discern
everywhere the presence
of the Lord. Like “green
olive trees in the house of
God” (cf. Ps 52:10), we can
become a blessing for those

my strength declines.

World Day
for Grandparents
and the E|derly

2022

PRAYER

| give thanks to you, Lord, for the blessing of a long life for, to those who take
refuge in You, grant always to bear fruit.
Forgive, O Lord, resignation and disillusionment, but forsake me not when

Teach me to look with hope to the future you give me, to the mission you
entrust to me and to sing your praises without end.

Make me a tender craftsman of Your revolution, to guard with love my
grandchildren and all the little ones who seek shelter in You.

Protect, O Lord, Pope Francis and grant Thy Church to deliver the world
from loneliness. Direct our steps in the way of peace. Amen.

St. Anthony’s Church

who live next to us.

Old age is no time to give up and lower the sails, but
a season of enduring fruitfulness: a new mission awaits
us and bids us look to the future. “The special sensibility
that those of us who are elderly have for the concerns,
thoughts and the affections that make us human should
once again become the vocation of many. It would be a
sign of our love for the younger generations”. This would
be our own contribution to the revolution of tenderness, a
spiritual and non-violent revolution in which | encourage
you, dear grandparents and elderly persons, to take an
active role.

Our world is passing through a time of trial and
testing, beginning with the sudden, violent outbreak of the
pandemic, and then by a war that is harming peace and
development on a global scale. Nor is it a coincidence that
war is returning to Europe at a time when the generation
that experienced it in the last century is dying out. These
great crises risk anaesthetizing us to the reality of other
“epidemics” and other widespread forms of violence that
menace the human family and our common home.

All this points to the need for a profound change, a
conversion, that disarms hearts and leads us to see others
as our brothers or sisters. We grandparents and elderly
people have a great responsibility: to teach the women
and men of our time to regard others with the same
understanding and loving gaze with which we regard our
own grandchildren. We ourselves have grown in humanity
by caring for others, and now we can be teachers of a way
of life that is peaceful and attentive to those in greatest
need. This attitude may be mistaken for weakness or
resignation, yet it will be the meek, not the aggressive and
the abusive, who will inherit the earth (cf. Mt 5:5).

Dear grandparents, dear elderly persons, we are called
to be artisans of the revolution of tenderness in our world!
Let us do so by learning to make ever more frequent and
better use of the most valuable instrument at our disposal
and, indeed, the one best suited to our age: prayer. “Let

us too become, as it were, poets of prayer: let us develop
a taste for finding our own words, let us once again take
up those taught by the word of God”. Our trustful prayer
can do a great deal: it can accompany the cry of pain of
those who suffer, and it can help change hearts. We can
be “the enduring ‘chorus’ of a great spiritual sanctuary,
where prayers of supplication and songs of praise sustain
the community that toils and struggles in the field of life”.

(Full Message of Pope Francis: www.vatican.va)

Holy Father’s
» Prayer Intention for August

NABHRARER

For small businesses

We pray for small and medium sized businesses; in
the midst of economic and social crisis, may they
find ways to continue operating, and serving their
communities.
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Saint Anthony’s Church Parish Newsletter no.624
Shepherd Flock’s
Dialogue August 2022

Liturgy activities for the month of August 2022

5th August

First Friday of the month

Feast of Sacred Heart of Jesus Mass
8:00pm (Chinese)

7th August
19th Sunday of the Year

14th August
20th Sunday of the Year

17th August
Commemoration of All
Faithful Departed Mass
6:00pm (Chinese)

21st August
21st Sunday of the Year

28th August
22nd Sunday of the Year | * Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration

Events for St. Anthony’s Church

(every Thursday evening 7:00pm)
* St. Anthony’s Day (every Tuesday)

Welcome to 11:30 AM English Mass

Grandparents, elderly are a value and a gift
“In old age they will still bear fruit” (psaim 92:15)

On July 24, the Church celebrates the
second World Day for Grandparents and the
Elderly. Established by Pope Francis in January
2021, the observance is celebrated each year on
the fourth Sunday of July, coinciding with the
feasts of the Blessed Virgin Mary’s parents and
Jesus’ grandparents, Sts. Joachim and Anne.

The theme for this year’s World Day is “In
old age they will still bear fruit” (Psalm 92:15) and
emphasizes how grandparents and the elderly are
a value and a gift both for society and for ecclesial
communities.

In his message for the second World Day of
Grandparents and the Elderly, Pope Francis writes:

Retirement and grown children make many of the
things that used to occupy our time and energy no longer
so pressing. The recognition that our strength is ebbing or
the onset of sickness can undermine our certainties. The
fast pace of the world — with which we struggle to keep
up — seems to leave us no alternatlve but to implicitly

] am sze a green olive tree
| in rhe house of God '

accept the idea that we are useless. We can resonate with
the heartfelt prayer of the Psalmist: “Do not cast me off
in the time of old age; forsake me not when my strength
is spent” (71:9).

Yet that same psalm — which meditates on how the
Lord has been present at every stage of our lives — urges
us to persevere in hope. Along with old age and white
hairs, God continues to give us the gift of life and
to keep us from being overcome by evil. If we trust
in him, we will find the strength to praise him still
(cf. vv. 14-20). We will come to see that growing old
is more than the natural decline of the body or the
inevitable passage of time, but the gift of a long life.
Aging is not a condemnation, but a blessing!

For this reason, we ought to take care of
ourselves and remain active in our later years. This
is also true from a spiritual standpoint: we ought
to cultivate our interior life through the assiduous
reading of the word of God, daily prayer, reception
of the sacraments and participation in the liturgy. In
addition to our relationship with God, we should also




