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This is your mother ¢n 19:27)

Introduction

When a primary one student goes to school on the first school day, he would
look anxiously at his mother who is standing outside the classroom in order to |
obtain some support and instruction from his mother. When Provincial Fr. Joseph
Ng told me that | would become the parish priest of St. Anthony’s Church, | told
him that | had no experience to take care of a parish. Like a new primary one

Fr. Peter Ng SDB

student, | have no idea what | should do in a parish. What | can do is to look at our =

Heavenly Mother Mary and ask her to bless and guide me.

Rely on the Blessed Mother

On the cross, Jesus looked at His mother Mary and
said, “Woman, this is your son.” (Jn 19:26) Then Jesus
looked at John and said, “This is your mother.” (Jn 19:27)
Jesus loved his disciples deeply and remembered them
even when he was dying on the cross. Jesus invited his
mother to become the mother of humans and asked his
disciples to listen to his mother.

After the blessed Mother Mary has received the
invitation of Jesus to become the mother of humans, she
looks after her sons and daughters day and night. When |
looked into my whole life, | found that our Blessed Mother
was always looking after me and protecting me. When
I was in danger, she saved my life. Even now, she is still
holding my hand and telling me where | should go. In
2019, I had a chance to go to Fatima and Lourdes to thank
our Blessed Mother for her guidance and protection.

Now, the outbreak of Covid-19 all over the world not
only brings a great loss in economy, but also takes away
many valuable lives. Although different kinds of vaccine
have come out, it seems that they still cannot stop the
spreading of the virus. Let’s ask our Blessed Mother to
bless us so that we shall be able to face the difficulties
with hope and confidence. With the help of medicine and
Christian love, we hope that the spreading of the virus will
stop and everything will go to normal again.

Follow Jesus

For myself, to serve a parish is a vocation. Jesus told
the two disciples, “Come and see.” (Jn 1:39) It is true that
I shall have to come and see what | can do to serve my
brothers and sisters in the parish. Since it is the invitation
of Jesus, | have to know and understand what the Master
has asked me to do. Through meditating on the Gospel
and the Word of God, Jesus will gradually reveal His plan
to me. In the parable of the Good Samaritan, Jesus said
to me, “Go and do the same, yourself.” (Lk 10:37) Jesus
asks me to take care of this wounded person and cure
him with wine and oil. In this society, there are many
people, including myself, who are wounded in heart and
body. They need some people to cure them with joy and
loving-kindness.

On March 2, Provincial Fr. Ng and Fr. Pedro Leong
invited me to join the meeting of the Parish Council in
order to introduce me to the council members. During the

meeting, | listened
quietly to the reports
of different groups
of the parish. | really
appreciate their zeal and generosity. They worked very
hard to provide the poor people who are living around our
church with some materials to fight against the Covid-19. |
believe that this is what Jesus wants us to do in the parable
of the Good Samaritan. Through our service, Jesus serves
the poor who need somebody to help them.

Be with the young

During his episcopal ordination, Bishop Stephen said
that young people would be the hope of the Church. St.
Anthony’s Church is being served by Salesians. It is very
natural that serving the young becomes one of the main
services of the parish. However, to cultivate the faith of
the young is not an easy job. Not only in Hong Kong, but
also in the whole world, very few young people show up
in churches. In order to cultivate the faith of the young, the
first thing that we should do is to attract them to come to
the church. According to the modern psychology, young
people need a community and friends. In the church,
those people whom young people mostly want to see are
their friends, not priests and nuns. When | was studying in
Canada, | found that the reason that young people came
to the church was to see their friends and, of course, God
too. Their friends attracted them to come to the church.
How can we attract their friends to come to the church?
How can we help those young people who come to our
church to become friends among themselves? How do
we become their friends? St. Francis de Sales said that a
drop of honey would be able to attract more insects than a
bucket of vinegar. | believe that Jesus’ love and the loving-
kindness of St. John Bosco will be able to attract young
people to come back to the church.

Conclusion

Lastly, 1 would like to thank Fr. Pedro Leong for his
service that he gave to the parish during the last five
years. He made a great effort in cultivating the faith of
the parishioners, arranging the liturgies and repairing the
whole building of the church. May God bless him and give
him health so that he will be able to continue to serve the
Church and the young.
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They will be His people,

and God Himself will be

with them and.be their God.

REVELATION 21:3

Reflection

Our baptismal renewal at Easter binds us forever not only
to Christ but also to each other. When we acknowledge our
faith, we learn to live in love and harmony with one another
and recognize the divine bonding that binds us together. The
scriptures speak openly in Revelation 21:3 of what God has
accomplished for us and of what God can accomplish in us, “a
bride adorned for her husband”, i.e., the Church: The People of
God on earth.

This resembles the famous quote proclaimed by the prophet
Jeremiah after Yahweh promised to give the Israelite a heart with
which to understand that Yahweh is the Lord: “They shall be
my people and | will be their God.” (Jer 24:7). This is repeated
many times in the book of Jeremiah to express how God loves
His people and keeps His mercy (Jer 31:1; 31:33; 32:38). The
Acts of the Apostles shows how the Church is being built-up and
growing in numbers. That growth was accomplished through
the living out of the words of God in the Church.

The Eschaton is already on Earth but not yet accomplished
until the second coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Until then,
life continues to perform on the uneven and unfair playing field
of Earth. It has its share of war and peace, villains and heroes,
sickness and health, immense pain and overwhelming joy. In
the midst of all of this unevenness, the expressed intention of
“making all things new” must mean having to change from our
sinful past and beginning anew from scratch. And it is in this
envision that John announces a new heaven and a new earth
in the Book of Revelation (Rev 21:1-2). There is also a new
Jerusalem, with people of all backgrounds forging a harmonious
unity. Mourning and pain will be no more. It is a “consummation
devoutly to be wished.”

In John's gospel, with the departure of Judas from the upper
room, Jesus realizes that his own glorification is at hand. When
he is taken from the cross and goes to the Father, his era of glory
will have begun. God will be glorified in the death of his Son
for the salvation of the world, and God will in turn elevate and
glorify his Son. But it does not stop there. The love that binds
and glorifies the Father and the Son is to be seen in the world
as the love of Christ in his disciples. “All will know that you
are my disciples if you have love for one another.” By then the
prophetical voice of Jeremiah echoes once more, “They shall be
my people and | will be their God.” (Jer. 24:7)

Health and peace have been recounted this Easter because
of the Omicron outspreads and the outbreak of war in Ukraine.
But the book of Revelation gives meaning to these sufferings
and challenges. The living evidence that something bigger than
life has happened is the love we have for one another. It is to be
our sole distinguishing mark of our Confirmation, manifested in
bearing the cross bravely for our neighbours.

We need to stop and think of the ways in which this
becomes evident. We need to think of that person whom we feel
we cannot tolerate. That difference with a relative that has never
been resolved. The rancor that characterizes my relationship
with my spouse, whom | quarrelled with consistently. The
feelings of hostility toward that person at work who took the
promotion | deserved. The unfair accusations made against
me at various moments of my life, the countless heartbreaks,
the harsh words that open up new wounds. We are being left
in helpless desolation, loneliness and desperation. We were
never told that the journey would be easy, only that it would be
worthwhile. But this cannot be the end. The risen Jesus calls the
Christian to something more. Forgiveness and reconciliation are
what Christianity is all about.

Surely, there is enough dismay along the way to make
us wonder. But love overcomes all obstacles, and Easter love
symbolized by the sinless Christ dying on the cross for sinners
is totally unmatched. As the Father loves Jesus, so Jesus loves
us. It is in sowing the seeds of love in this troubled world that
we prepare the way for the “new heaven and the new earth”,
through the living out of the words of the gospel, “As | have
loved you, so you also should love one another”. It is necessary
for us to undergo many hardships if we are to enter the kingdom
of God as what Paul said to the newly converted Christians.
But this hardship will not be permanent. It is just one of our
challenges that we must overcome to reach our destiny in the
Parousia.

Prayer

Almighty God our Father, we are trapped in the midst of the
world’s unfair playing field. Our bodies are tired, our health is
worn out, our hearts are broken, and our spirits are ripped apart.
Please grant us your love and peace and the strength we need to
overcome our challenges. Come and dwell among us and make
us your happy and beloved people. Amen.

Holy Father’s
|» Prayer Intention for April

MABHRREER

For health care workers

We pray for health care workers who serve the sick
and the elderly, especially in the poorest countries;
may they be adequately supported by governments
and local communities.
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on, up to Joseph (cf. Mt 1:20) and Mary. In this way, he sends
us a clear and comforting message: once our lives are open
to God, fear can no longer hold us in thrall. Dear sister, dear
brother, if your sins frighten you, if your past worries you, if
your wounds do not heal, if your constant failings dishearten
you and you seem to have lost hope, do not be afraid. God
knows your weaknesses and is greater than your mistakes.
He asks of you only one thing: that you not hold your frailties
and sufferings inside. Bring them to him, lay them before
him and, from being reasons for despair, they will become
opportunities for resurrection. Do not be afraid!

The Blessed Virgin Mary accompanies us: she cast her
own anxiety upon God. The angel’s proclamation gave her
good reason to be afraid. He proposed to her something
unimaginable and beyond her abilities, something that she
could not handle alone: there would be too many difficulties,
problems with the Mosaic law, with Joseph, with the citizens
of her town and with her people. Yet Mary did not object.
Those words — do not be afraid — were sufficient for her;
God’s reassurance was enough for her. She clung to him, as
we want to do tonight. Yet so often we do the exact opposite.
We start from our own certainties and, when we lose them,
we turn to God. Our Lady, on the other hand, teaches us
to start from God, trusting that in this way everything else
will be given to us (cf. Mt 6:33). She invites us to go to the
source, to the Lord, who is the ultimate remedy against fear
and emptiness in life. There is a lovely phrase written above
a confessional here in the Vatican that reminds us of this. It
addresses God with these words, “To turn away from you is
to fall, to turn back to you is to rise, to abide in you is to have
life” (cf. SAINT AUGUSTINE, Soliloquies |, 3).

In these days, news reports and scenes of death
continue to enter our homes, even as bombs are destroying
the homes of many of our defenceless Ukrainian brothers and
sisters. The vicious war that has overtaken so many people,
and caused suffering to all, has made each of us fearful and
anxious. We sense our helplessness and our inadequacy. We
need to be told, “Do not be afraid”. Yet human reassurance is
not enough. We need the closeness of God and the certainty
of his forgiveness, which alone eliminates evil, disarms
resentment and restores peace to our hearts. Let us return to
God and to his forgiveness.

A third time the angel speaks to Mary and says: “The
Holy Spirit will come upon you” (Lk 1:35). That is how God
intervenes in history: by giving his very Spirit. For in the things
that matter, our own strength is not enough. By ourselves,
we cannot succeed in resolving the contradictions of history
or even those of our own hearts. We need the wisdom and
gentle power of God that is the Holy Spirit. We need the Spirit
of love who dispels hatred, soothes bitterness, extinguishes

greed and rouses us from indifference. We need God’s love,
for our love is fragile and insufficient. We ask the Lord for
many things, but how often we forget to ask him for what is
most important and what he desires most to give us: the Holy
Spirit, the power to love. Indeed, without love, what can we
offer to the world? It has been said that a Christian without
love is like a needle that does not sew: it stings, it wounds,
and if it fails to sew, weave or patch, then it is useless. This is
why we need to find in God’s forgiveness the power of love:
the same Spirit who descended upon Mary.

If we want the world to change, then first our hearts
must change. For this to happen, let us allow Our Lady to take
us by the hand. Let us gaze upon her Immaculate Heart in
which God dwelt, “our tainted nature’s solitary boast”. Mary
is “full of grace” (v. 28), and thus free from sin. In her, there is
no trace of evil and hence, with her, God was able to begin a
new story of salvation and peace. There, in her, history took a
turn. God changed history by knocking at the door of Mary’s
heart.

Today, renewed by God’s forgiveness, may we too
knock at the door of her immaculate heart. In union with the
Bishops and faithful of the world, | desire in a solemn way to
bring all that we are presently experiencing to the Immaculate
Heart of Mary. | wish to renew to her the consecration of
the Church and the whole of humanity, and to consecrate to
her in a particular way the Ukrainian people and the Russian
people who, with filial affection, venerate her as a Mother.

This is no magic formula but a spiritual act. It is an
act of complete trust on the part of children who, amid the
tribulation of this cruel and senseless war that threatens our
world, turn to their Mother, reposing all their fears and pain in
her heart and abandoning themselves to her. It means placing
in that pure and undefiled heart, where God is mirrored, the
inestimable goods of fraternity and peace, all that we have
and are, so that she, the Mother whom the Lord has given us,
may protect us and watch over us.

Mary then uttered the most beautiful words that the
angel could bring back to God: “Let it be to me according
to your word” (v. 38). Hers was no passive or resigned
acceptance, but a lively desire to obey God, who has “plans
for welfare and not for evil” (Jer 29:11). Hers was the most
intimate sharing in God'’s plan of peace for the world. We
consecrate ourselves to Mary in order to enter into this plan,
to place ourselves fully at the disposal of God'’s plans. After
having uttered her “Fiat”, the Mother of God set out on a
long journey to the hill country, to visit a relative who was
with child (cf. Lk 1:39). May she now take our own journey
into her hands: may she guide our steps through the steep
and arduous paths of fraternity and dialogue, along the way
of peace.



® Church is temporarily closed: until 20 April (Wednesday)
® Public masses are temporarily suspended

¢ Eucharistic Adoration and the rite of giving Holy Communion are suspended temporarily

¢ All other religious gatherings are temporarily suspended

Online Mass & Services:

¢ Sunday Masses participation through the diocesan website www.catholic.org.hk and receive Holy Communion spiritually; OR
reflecting on the Sunday liturgical text, reading the Bible or saying the Rosary, etc.

¢ The faithful can avail themselves of various online services to take part in daily Masses or spiritual exercises, such as the Ro-
sary, the Angelus and daily morning prayer by visiting the diocesan website, the “Click to Pray” network (https://clicktopray.org),
the Sunday Examiner website (http://www.examiner.org.hk/), etc.

Holy Week Liturgies: Live Broadcast (via the diocesan website)
¢ Holy Thursday, 14 April — 11:00am Chrism Mass; 8:00pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper
® Good Friday, 15 April — 3:00pm Celebration of the Lord’s Passion (fast and abstinence)

* Holy Saturday, 16 April — 8:00pm Easter Vigil

Saint Anthony’s Church Parish Newsletter No.620

Shepherd Flock’s
Dialogue April 2022

Chancery Notice: Temporary Closure of Church (till 20 April)

In line with the pastoral guidelines to abide by the anti-pandemic measures of the Government as announced by the Hong Kong
Diocese on 24 February, St. Anthony’s Church informs parishioners of the following:

Pope consecrates Russia & Ukraine:
‘Spiritual act of trust amid cruel war’

On March 25, Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord, Pope
Francis led a celebration of the sacrament of penance and the act
of consecration of all humanity — especially Russia and Ukraine
— to the Immaculate Heart of Mary in St. Peter’s Basilica. The

following is the full text of the pope’s prepared homily.

In the Gospel reading for today’s Solemnity, the angel
Gabriel speaks three times in addressing the Virgin Mary.

The first is when he greets her and says, “Rejoice, full of
grace, the Lord is with you” (Lk 1:28). The reason to rejoice,
the reason for joy, is revealed in those few words: the Lord is
with you. Dear brother, dear sister, today you can hear those
words addressed to you. You can make them your own each
time you approach God’s forgiveness, for there the Lord tells
you, “I am with you”. All too often, we think that Confession
is about going to God with dejected looks. Yet it is not so
much that we go to the Lord, but that he comes to us, to fill us
with his grace, to fill us with his joy. Our confession gives the
Father the joy of raising us up once more. It is not so much
about our sins as about his forgiveness. Think about it: if our
sins were at the heart of the sacrament, almost everything
would depend on us, on our repentance, our efforts, our
resolves. Far from it. The sacrament is about God, who
liberates us and puts us back on our feet.

Let us recognize once more the primacy of grace and ask
for the gift to realize that Reconciliation is not primarily our
drawing near to God, but his embrace that enfolds, astonishes
and overwhelms us. The Lord enters our home, as he did that
of Mary in Nazareth, and brings us unexpected amazement
and joy. Let us first look at things from God'’s perspective:
then we will rediscover our love for Confession. We need this,
for every interior rebirth, every spiritual renewal, starts there,
from God's forgiveness. May we not neglect Reconciliation,
but rediscover it as the sacrament of joy. Yes, of joy, for our

shame for our sins becomes the occasion for an experience of
the warm embrace of the Father, the gentle strength of Jesus
who heals us, and the “maternal tenderness” of the Holy
Spirit. That is the heart of Confession.

And you, dear brother priests who are ministers of God'’s
forgiveness, offer to those who approach you the joy of this
proclamation: Rejoice, the Lord is with you. Set aside rigidity,
obstacles and harshness; may you be doors wide open to
mercy! Especially in Confession, we are called to act in the
person of the Good Shepherd who takes his sheep into his
arms and cradles them. We are called to be channels of grace
that pour forth the living water of the Father’s mercy on hearts
grown arid.

A second time the angel speaks to Mary. She was
troubled by his greeting, and so he tells her, “Do not be
afraid” (v. 30). In the Scriptures, whenever God appears to
those who receive him, he loves to utter those words: Do not
be afraid! He says them to Abraham (cf. Gen 15:1), repeats
them to Isaac (cf. Gen 26:24), to Jacob (cf. Gen 46:3) and so



