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Mercy, peace and love
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The Parish Lectors Group has selected 16 Bible Verses which

are related to God’s blessings. The messages are good reference
to use today, this year and in our lives. We encourage everyone to
make use of these scripture quotes to design bookmarks, imprint
on clothes or objects, write calligraphy, insert drawings, compose

hymns, create GIF images, send short messages, etc. God'’s blessings can be kept for ourselves, and can be sent to others,

enabling all to share heavenly grace.

.l. BETWBER  REMR  BELETMZEERRIR SR BL
W TEEERE R BIRTER o (PHEL 6:24-26)

May Lord bless you and keep you. May Lord let his face shine on you
and be gracious to you. May Lord show you his face and bring you peace.

(Numbers 6:24-26)

@

always

in all kinds of good work. (2 Corinthians 9:8)

ﬁggl;tmﬂﬁéﬁam?ﬂ%frﬂ% FEREE—NELE+TDE
BELITREES - (IBMZEE 98)

God is perfectly able to enrich you with every grace, so that you
have enough for every conceivable need, and your resources overflow

.l. FRftm IR0 S - BRI ERIR —IBE | (K& 205)
[ May He grant you your heart’s desire and crown all your plans with
W success! (Psalms 20:5)

@

_I_ LFEMEENGRENAY  EEBUTZRBHHOAR - (B
w k&R 29:11)

Lord will give strength to his people, Lord blesses his people with
peace. (Psalms 29:11)

us with all the spiritual blessings of heaven in Christ. (Ephesians 1:3)

FERMOEHREBNREMZES | EX L > EEER
UEBBEHNNE  TUE 7THKM - (BFHAE 1:3)
Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed

© BEMHKEENRELFANOMEE - (FB2AF 4:23)
y May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. (Philippians

4:23)

RIRFIEER - u»a{’]”ﬁ’ﬁ%%% LERMAENMBEE
%Eh*g (kIR 34:9)
Taste and see that Lord is good. How blessed are those who take
refuge in him. (Psalms 34:9)
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. BiCE - T2 ZREEHH TR - (EEE 1:2)

Mercy, peace and love be yours in abundance. (Jude 1:2)

BFLEFHaz
FKE 119:2)
Blessed are those who observe his instructions, who seek him with
all their hearts. (Psalms 119:2)
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7 Commend what you do to Lord, and what you plan will be achieved.
(Proverbs 16:3)

€+

. BTSN WEEE . FELEN  AREE - (S 16:20)
7 Whoever listens closely to the word finds happiness; whoever trusts
Lord is blessed. (Proverbs 16:20)
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FTHREEEMRG

. NWERLE UETHERENA - RAHERN o (BBIKE 17:7)

= Blessed is anyone who trusts in Lord, with Lord to rely on. (Jeremiah
17:7)

€+

- DERFNAREEN  RAMMEERXE - (FEEE 58)
7 Blessed are the pure in heart: they shall see God. (Matthew 5:8)

FBENFHARBREN  BREARBARENTL -
& 5:9)

Blessed are the peacemakers: they shall be recognised as children of

God. (Matthew 5:9)
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Grace and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
(Romans 1:7)

FEEHREENEE  MRENER - URBHHEE - BEMF

me FIMANEE o (BMBEKE 13:13)

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:13)
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Living Word of God - February 2022

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying,
"Whom shall I send? Who will go for us?"
"Here I am," I said; "send mel"

| | ! Isaiah 6:8 ! | |
Reflection

God directly intervenes in Isaiah’s life to commission him when
he suddenly encountered a vision of the throne of God in the temple
court. Isaiah realizes he cannot stand on his own power in the divine
presence. This divinity moment makes him recognize his own sinfulness
and unworthiness. However, his role is not be measured by his own
abilities or power but by God's summons he who is purified by the holy
fire from the altar of offerings. God gives him the spirit that enable him
to say, “Here | am, send me!” And in the gospel of Luke Jesus said, “Put
out into deep water and lower your nets for a catch.” (Luke 5:4) Are we
ready to take up our ministerial role and even row our boat into deep
trouble water to answer to God's calling willfully?

We seek to understand the mission and ministry of Jesus, and use
this as the foundation and model for our Christian ministries. To do so
we need to consider the way in which Catechism of the Catholic Church
(c.c.c.) and the documents of Vatican Il describe a three fundamental
tasks in church ministries of prophet, priest and king.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church also uses the threefold
schema to characterize the ministry of Jesus and as the benchmark for
all ministries in the church. In the Catechism we read the following:
“Christ is himself the source of ministry in the Church” (CCC 874). In
another place, the Catechism says, “The priesthood is ministerial. That
office ... which the Lord committed to the pastors of his people, is in the
strict sense of the term a service” (CCC 1551, citing LG 24).

The holy people of God shares in Christ’s prophetic office: it
spreads abroad a living witness to him, especially by a life of faith and
love by offering to God a sacrifice of praise. (LG12). Christ made them
witnesses and gave their understanding of the faith and grace in speech
(LG35). All disciples of Christ are obliged to spread the faith to the best
of their ability (LG17).

The Lord also gives all the baptized a share in his priestly office
of offering spiritual worship for the glory of the Father and the salvation
of humanity.” (LG34) (c.c.c. 1266) The baptized by regeneration and the
anointing of the Holy Spirit, are consecrated as a spiritual house and a
holy priesthood (1 Pet 2:5) that through all their Christian activities they
may offer spiritual sacrifices and proclaim the marvels of him who has
called them out of darkness into his marvelous light (1 Pet 2:9) (LG10).

Moreover, it is not only through the sacraments and the ministries
that the Holy Siprit makes the people of God holy, leads them and
enriches them with his virtues. Allotting his gifts “at will to each
individual” (1 Cor. 12:11), he also distributes special graces among the
faithful of every rank. By these gifts, he makes them fit and ready to
undertake various tasks and offices for the renewal and building up of
the church, as it is written, “the manifestation of the Spirit is given to
everyone for profit” (1 Cor. 12:7) (LG12).

The threefold ministerial tasks correspond to the threefold “office”
of Jesus exemplifies in the Gospels as the ministry of Jesus in relation to
humanity. Jesus himself engaged in a ministry of preaching and teaching
(as prophet), of sanctifying and healing (as priest), and of leadership (as
“King”).

As Prophet-preacher-teacher, Jesus’ words and his life proclaimed
the good news of God'’s favour and forgiveness of sins to humankind.
Jesus began his public ministry, first by his baptism, then by his forty
days of prayer, and finally by his major work of preaching the kingdom of
God. His preaching-teaching cannot be confined to his parables, to the
Sermon on the Mount, and to other works that we find in the Gospels.
He preached equally by his actions, which include his miracles, his life
of prayer, his journeying for the kingdom of God, and his compassion for
all. His activities as prophet or revealer include his journey to Jerusalem,
the final supper with his friends, his arrest and trial, and ultimately his
death. The followers of Christ, according to their vocations, are to take
this aspect of Jesus as a benchmark for their ministry today.

Jesus acted as priest, sanctifier. Thus, priesthood in the Christian
church helps members of the community bring the meaning of their life
to consciousness and liturgical celebration. The most important priestly
acts in Christian life are this daily attempt to live a life consistent with
our vocation, a life that makes the gospel of and about Jesus present in
the world.

The very presence of the person of Jesus assured them that God
loved them, even though they had sinned or even if the authorities of
that time marginalized them from the society, in effect (as was the case
for lepers, Samaritans, and those working for the Roman government as
tax collectors or other officials).

Healing is also part of sanctifying. The assurance of God's love,
which Jesus often brought to people, healed them both physically,
mentally and spiritually. So, too, his miracles of healing brought not only
wholeness to people but a holiness as well. When one sees that he or
she has, at least to some degree, a personal holiness, one is healed.

As king, Jesus is a royal leader, but in a way strikingly different
from the leadership of the kings of this world. We see this when Jesus
says: “I am the good shepherd.” Jesus leads by shepherding. Jesus also
says: “I have not come to be served, but to serve.” Jesus leads by serving.
Jesus gets up from the table and puts on an apron and washes the feet
of his disciples. Jesus leads by washing the feet of others and left us with
the greatest commandment of love for all. The leadership of Jesus was a
humble leadership. The one word that describes the leadership of Jesus
is service. The one icon that truly manifests the leadership of Jesus is his
love shown in the washing of the feet. This word and this icon stand as
the benchmark for all order and ministry in the Christian church.

From the reflection we can consolidate and consider the various
aspects of our vocation in Christian ministry more carefully.

Prayer

Our Lord Jesus Christ, thank you for giving us a share in your
threefold ministry of preaching and teaching, sanctifying, and leading.
Help us to cry out to the world in your prophetic voice, learn from your
ministry of humanity and exercise your humble leadership and healing
ministry in our community. Shower your grace on us and give us the
strength to carry out all the ministerial tasks in our Church. Amen.

Reference:

(1) Kenan B. Oshorne, Orders and Ministry, Orbis Books, Maryknoll, N.Y.,
U.S.A. 2006, pg. 86-88.

(2) Catechism of the Catholic Church, Veritas - Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 1994.
c.c.c. 874, c.c.c. 1266, c.c.c. 1551

(3) Lumen Gentium, James H. Kroeger, M.M. The Documents of Vatican
Council 11, Libreria Editice Vaticana, 2011 Daughters of St. Paul (LG24),
(LG12), (LG35), (LG17), (LG34), (LG10)
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obvious. Everything took place reservedly, everything took
place “behind the scenes” — Jesus told the servants to fill
the jars with water, then it became wine. This is how God
acts, near to us and discretely. Jesus’ disciples understood
this: they saw that, thanks to him, the wedding banquet
became even more beautiful. And they saw the way Jesus
acted as well — the way he served hiddenly (this is Jesus
— he helps us, he serves us hiddenly) in that moment so
much so that it was the groom who was complimented for
the good wine. Nobody was aware of it, only the servants.
This is how the seed of faith began to develop within them
— that is, they believed that God, God'’s love, was present
in Jesus.

Attentive to the signs of God’s love

How beautiful it is to think that the first sign Jesus
accomplished was not an extraordinary healing or
something prodigious in the temple of Jerusalem, but an
action that responded to a simple and concrete need of
common people, a domestic gesture. Let us put it this way
— a miracle done on tip toes, discretely, silently. Jesus is
ready to help us, to lift us up. And then, if we are attentive
to these “signs”, we will be conquered by his love and we
will become his disciples.

The best always

But there is another distinctive characteristic about
the sign at Cana. Generally, the wine provided at the end
of the feast was not as good — this is still done today. At that
point, people don’t distinguish as well if it is good wine or
wine that’s been diluted a little. Jesus, instead, acts in such
a way that the feast ends with better wine. Symbolically,
this tells us that God wants what is better for us, he wants
us to be happy. He does not set limits and he does not ask

us for incentives. There is no place for ulterior motives or
demands placed on the couple. No, the joy Jesus brought
to their hearts was complete and disinterested joy, a joy
that was not diluted, no!

Look for signs of God’s love in your lives

So, | want to suggest an exercise to you that would
be very good for us. Today, let us try to rummage
through our memories, looking for the signs the Lord has
accomplished in my life. Let each of us say: in my life,
what are the signs the Lord has accomplished? What are
the hints of his presence, the signs he has done to show
that he loves us? Let us think about that difficult moment
in which God allowed me to experience his love... And
let us ask ourselves: what are the discrete and loving signs
through which he has allowed me to feel his tenderness?
When have | felt the Lord nearer to me? When have | felt
his tenderness and his compassion more? Every one of us
has these moments in our personal history. Let us go in
search of these signs, let us remember them. How have |
discovered his nearness and how did it fill my heart with
great joy? Let us relive the moments in which we have
experienced his presence and Mary’s intercession. May
she, the Mother who is always attentive as at Cana, help
us treasure the signs of God'’s presence in our lives.

(Pope Francis, Sunday Angelus, 16 January 2022)

Holy Father’s
Prayer Intention

for February

For religious sisters and consecrated

women

We pray for religious sisters and consecrated
women; thanking them for their mission and their
courage; may they continue to find new responses
to the challenges of our times.
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Chancery Notice: Temporary Suspension of Public Masses

Parish arrangements: Online Mass & Services:
¢ Opening Hours of the Church: * Sunday Masses participation through
(a) 7:00am - 8:00pm daily the diocesan website www.catholic.org.hk
For peysonal prayers, visits to the Blessed Saprament, individual spiritual exercises and receive Holy Communion spiritually;
[Special Intention: For the End of the Pandemic] OR reflecting on the Sunday liturgical text,
* Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: reading the Bible or saying the Rosary, etc.
(a) Chinese New Year's Day — 1 February, 9:00am — 10:00am ) . .
(b) 7:15am - 8:15am Monday to Saturday ¢ The faithful can avail themselves of various
(c) 7:00am — 8:00pm on Thursday online services to take part in daily Masses
(d) Sunday: 7:00am — 8:00am; 8:30am — 9:30am; 10:00am — 11:00am (Chinese) or spiritual exercises, such as the Rosary,
11:30am — 12:30pm (English) the Angelus and daily morning prayer
¢ Sacrament of Reconciliation: by visiting the diocesan website, the
(@) 7:45am — 8:15am Monday, Wednesday, Friday Sunday Examiner website (http://www.
(b) 7:00am - 7:30am; 8:30am — 9:00am; 10:00am — 10:30am Sunday examiner.org.hk/), the “Click to Pray”
(c) Personal arrangements with priests network (https://clicktopray.org),etc.

Reflect with Pope Francis

Treasure the Signs of God’s Love

tender and compassionate.
Jesus” first sign took place
when a couple faced a
difficulty on the most
important day of their
lives. Right in the middle
of the feast, an essential
element for a feast, the
wine, is missing and their
joy risked being snuffed
out due to the criticism and
dissatisfaction of the guests.
Imagine how a wedding
feast could go ahead only
with water. How terrible!
What a bad impression the
couple would make.

The Gospel of the Second Sunday of the Year (16
January) recounts the episode of the wedding at Cana,
where, to the couple’s delight, Jesus transformed water
into wine. This is the way the account ends: “This, the first
of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested
his glory; and his disciples believed in him” (Jn 2:11). We
notice that the evangelist John does not speak of
a miracle, that is, of a powerful and extraordinary
deed that provokes wonder. He writes that a sign
took place at Cana, a sign that sparked the faith of
his disciples. We can, then, ask ourselves: What is a
“sign” according to the Gospel?

Love manifested discreetly

It is Our Lady who became aware of the problem
and discretely brought it to Jesus’ attention. And he
intervened without fanfare, almost without making it

God’s love always near

It is a sign that gives a clue that reveals God’s
love, that does not call attention to the power of
the action, but to the love that caused it. It teaches
us something about God'’s love that is always near,



