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Jane Wong (Z|1EIM)

| have learntto think fast as the children’s
emotions change rapidly and we have to
go along the flow. We have to be very
patient with them as they need our care
and love. | really enjoyed this experience
and if we can do it again | would be more
clear when telling them instructions.

| learn that sometimes

and so we need to make
every second more
interesting and grab their
attention. | really enjoyed
helping the kids.

Bianca Lau (28 572) &=

kids will be impatient, »
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Living Word of God - January 2022

(1Cor 13:1-2).

Reflection

Paul’s ideas of spiritual gifts including prophetic tongues and
leadership in our church communities such as preachers, teachers,
evangelist and clergies. His great affection shows us that love is
an indispensable and unique gift of the Spirit in our ministry. The
greatest of these gifts are not confined to the apostles. It is a gift that
can be developed by every single member of the church community
and a gift freely given to all believers. It ties us to the Trinitarian
love with God through the new covenant established by the love of
Christ manifested in his passion, death and resurrection. When we
do charitable works without love in our ministry, the impetuous fire
may last for a short while and gradually fade away.

We must persistently train our mind to be empathetic and
develop it into a habit of love. By undertaking ministries regularly,
we can develop a deeper bonding with God through the love of
Christ. This is how we can share and support our oneness by uniting
through our mutual love for one another.

Every parish lay ministry comprises of people with extraordinary
gifts and talents who are also blessed with a tremendous desire
to serve others. However, even these inborn gifts need to be
discovered, recognized and cultivated. In the lay ministry, children
and youngsters willingly and readily acquire new knowledge. In
return there is an equal expectation that their voice and opinion are
met with our willingness to listen and understand. While training
and formation are important for youngsters, those who are already
leaders in various ministries should be prepared to welcome new
members of leaders to communion in the parish on equal ground.

For the Catholic Church, Oneness, Holiness, Catholicity and
Apostolicity are the four marks originated from Jesus Christ that
manifest the orthodoxy of the Catholic Church. This allows it to
be a visible and tangible/palpable sign through its life. They are
interrelated in three dimensions: vertical, horizontal and radial.

The vertical divinity dimension indicates the source of oneness
of the church. It makes it different from other secular institutions
because the Most Holy God is her author. The horizontal
dimension integrates with the life in the church where all believers
in communion and internalized their relationship in Oneness.
Finally, the outward, radiating dimension is necessary to express the
impartial, unselfish nature of the Church to spread good news to the
world so that the whole world will soon be one.

Oneness is intrinsic to the church and is indelible even in
division. Division can only blur the external appearance but can
never destroy the essence of the oneness of the Church (c.c.c. 866).

The church is the Body of Christ on earth (Col. 1:18) with Jesus
Christ as her head. The church lives from him, in him and for him
(c.c.c. 792-795). Christ and the Church make up the “Whole Christ”
(c.c.c. 807) (St. Augustine); and “Head and members form one and
the same mystical person” (St. Thomas Aquinas).

“For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body (the
Church) of Christ” (1 Cor. 12:13). In this sacred rite of Baptism, a
oneness with Christ’s death and resurrection is brought about. “For

If | speak in human and angelic
tongues but do not have love,
I am a resounding gong or
a clashing cymbal. And if |
have the gift of prophecy and
| comprehend all mysteries and
all knowledge; if | have all faith
so as to move mountains but
do not have love, | am nothing

we were buried with Him by means of Baptism
into death” and if “we have been united with Him
in the likeness of His death, we shall be so in the
likeness of His resurrection also” (Rom. 6:4-5).

In the Middle Age, there was a period when
Oneness was mistaken as uniformity in professing
the same creed, uniformity in ritual rite, uniformity
in ritual language, and the Primacy of the Holy
See. The rigid and narrow-minded administrative
oneness mentality is far from achieving the goal of
communion in charity in the People of God.

Nowadays, the Oneness of the church is
understood as acknowledging one Lord, confessing one faith, being
born of one Baptism, forming only one Body, is given life by one
Spirit, for the sake of one hope when ultimately fulfilled all divisions
will be overcome (c.c.c. 866) (cf. Eph. 4:3-5). The church is one
being an exemplar of the unity of the Trinity of Persons in one God
as her Founder and Head (c.c.c. 813-815) (UR2 § 5).

Jesus Christ re-established the unity of all people in one body.
As soul, the Holy Spirit unites all faithful in communion with Christ.
The Church has but one faith, one sacramental life, one apostolic
succession, one common hope, and one and the same charity.
(Eph. 4:3-5) Oneness is neither uniformity nor unity but diversity
in Oneness. 1 Cor. 12:12-13: As a body it is one, though it has
many parts. Oneness is the sacred mystery of the Church’s unity
and the essence of the church on earth so as to reflect the love in
communion in the Trinity. (UR 2 §5) (UR 2 §2) (GS. 78 § 3) (c.c.c.
813).

Within the unity of the People of God, there exists a multiplicity
of people and cultures. Among the Church’s members, there are
different gifts, offices, conditions and ways of life. They hold a
rightful place in the communion of the church.

Yet sin and its consequences constantly threaten the gift of
unity, and so the Apostle has to exhort Christians to “maintain the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace”. The one Church of Christ
subsists in the Catholic Church governed by the successor of Peter
and the bishops in communion with him (c.c.c. 816, 870). Not only
does the unity of the pilgrim church assured by visible bonds of
communion, it is also guide by the Church hierarchy in maintaining
the fraternal concord of God's family such as:

* profession of one faith received from the Apostles;
* common celebration of divine worship and sacraments; and
* Apostolic succession through sacrament of Holy Orders.

Above all, our devotion can assure the missionary in love and
charity “binds everything together in perfect harmony”. (LG14, LG8)

Prayer

Almighty God our Father, we have ignorantly set the boundary
between people of different nations, cultures and origins. Please
forgive our lack of perseverance to serve our brothers and sisters
with love and charity. Please open our eyes, ears and mind to
see, listen and recognize that your love has no boundary among
your children of all nations. Grant us the strength, courage and
perseverance to make all nations your disciples and gather the lost
lambs into the only one-fold of your Church. Amen.

Reference:

(1) Catechism of the Catholic Church, Veritas — Libreria Editrice Vaticana,
1994. (c.c.c. 866). (c.c.c. 792-795) (c.c.c. 807) (c.c.c. 866) (c.c.c.
813-815)

(2) Evangelii Gaudium James H. Kroeger, M.M. The Documents of Vatican
Council I, Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 2011 Daughters of St. Paul. (UR2
§5) (UR 2 §2) (GS. 78 § 3) (LG14, LG8)

(Source: Parish Formation Group)
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God asks for tender love and interior littleness

The Pope pointed out that the challenge of Christmas
is to ask whether “we can accept God’s way of doing
things,” when our human tendency is to seek worldly
grandeur. While “God lowers Himself...we try to become
great,” he said, recalling the birth of Jesus in the midst of
the shepherds and the poor. “God does not seek power
and might; He asks for tender love and interior littleness.”
The Pope encouraged us to ask Jesus for “the grace of
littleness,” by inviting Him into our daily lives, our families,
our communities, so that we can offer one another the
same love He shows in coming to dwell among us, to
serve and unite. He added, “amid our ordinary lived
experience, he wants to do extraordinary things. His is a
message of immense hope.”

Trust and have an open heart

As we invite Jesus into the little aspects of our lives,
we also need to invite Him into our own living experience
of littleness, the Pope explained, meaning our own
weaknesses, troubles, wounds; and to realize that Jesus
reminds us, especially on this night, that He loves us just
as we are, is close to us, and asks for our trust and an open
heart. Recognizing this, we too are called to embrace
“Jesus in the little ones of today,” by loving Him in the
least of our brothers and sisters, the poor, forgotten, and
needy, as in them He makes Himself known.

Everything united with Jesus at the centre

The Pope recalled that Jesus was born close to the
poor and forgotten, and by doing so elevates the excluded
by first revealing Himself to them, rather than to those
who are important in the eyes of the world. He recalled
the dignity of all who work, especially in humble jobs,
and the need for the dignity of every human person to be
respected. So, the Pope said, we must work to ensure “no
more deaths in the workplace!”

The Pope recalled that at the Christmas scene, we
also glimpse the Magi coming to worship the Lord, the
learned and rich, showing how Jesus brings together the
rich and the poor in Bethlehem. “Everything is unified
when Jesus is at the centre: not our ideas about Jesus, but
Jesus himself, the living One."

Let us return to Bethlehem, our origins

In conclusion, the Pope encouraged us to “return to
the origins” and “the essentials of faith, to our first love,
to adoration and charity,” like the pilgrims of the past, as

a synodal and journeying Church today. The unity of the
human family in worshiping the Lord is represented by the
Holy Family, the shepherds, and the Magi, who shine as
an example for us today “to be a worshipping, poor, and
fraternal Church.”

Calling on everyone to rejoice, the Pope concluded:
“Let us rouse ourselves, for tonight a light has been lit, a
kindly light, reminding us that, in our littleness, we are
beloved sons and daughters, children of the light.”

Holy Father’s
Prayer Intention

for January
— R HRAEER

For true human fraternity

We pray for all those suffering from religious
discrimination and persecution; may their own
rights and dignity be recognized, which originate
from being brothers and sisters in the human family.

RIB&F 1A
NEMEESRASREAENA - M
ENHE  BEERRMARRARTZNENES
B °



e

A
I
X

\ i.

5 ‘W = . e e
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Shepherd Flock’s
Dialogue January 2022

Liturgy activities for the month of January 2022

e

2nd January
Feast of the Epiphany

1st January
Feast of Mary,
Mother of God Mass
9:00am (Chinese)

of the Lord

9th January
Feast of Baptism

19th January
Commemoration of

All Faithful Departed Mass
6:00pm (Chinese)

16th January
2nd Sunday of the Year

30th January
4th Sunday of the Year

23rd January
3rd Sunday of the Year

31st January
Feast of St. John Bosco Mass
7:15am (Chinese)

New Year’s Eve Mass
9:00pm (Chinese)

Events for St. Anthony’s Church

* Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration
(every Thursday evening 7:00pm)

* St. Anthony’s Day (every Tuesday)

Welcome to 11:30 AM English Mass
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Pope at Christmas night Mass:
Jesus shows the way from littleness to greatness

At the Mass during the Night for the Solemnity of the
Nativity of the Lord on 25 December 2021, Pope Francis
reflects on how God comes into the world in littleness,
as a tiny infant, drawing near to us to touch our hearts.
The Pope celebrated the Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica with a
smaller congregation on hand in respect for health-safety
rules.

Celebrating the Christmas Mass “during the Night,”
Pope Francis recalled how in the darkness, a light shines,
an angel appears, announcing to the shepherds, “To you
is born this day a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.” Telling
them how to find the “God who has come down to earth,”
the angel directs them to the child wrapped in swaddling
clothes, lying in a manger.

A poor child wrapped in swaddling cloths

In his homily for the celebration, the Pope noted the
contrast emphasized in the Gospel, between the grandeur
of worldly powers when Caesar Augustus orders the
census of the world, with the small town of Bethlehem
where we see the scene of the newly born, poor child
found in the manger. The message of the Nativity is that
“God does not rise up in grandeur, but lowers Himself into
littleness,”, the Pope explained, showing that littleness is
the path God shows to draw near to us, to save us, to bring
us back to what truly matters.

God’s grandeur appears in littleness

The central image and message we contemplate
today is the Child, how God is completely present in His
littleness, the Pope said. He invited us to “be amazed by
this scandalous truth.” He pointed out, too, how the “One
who embraces the universe needs to be held in another’s
arms,” how the creator of the sun needs to be warmed,
and how “tenderness incarnate needs to be coddled.”
Turning human logic upside down, the Pope said, “God
comes into the world in littleness. His grandeur appears
in littleness.”




