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Living Word of God - December 2021

daughter of a synagogue official, and encourages a rich
young man to forsake earthly fortune to focus on rewards
in heaven.

Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you is
the great and Holy One of Israel (Isaiah 12:2-3).

Reflection

The prophetIsaiah’s name means “The Lord is Saviour”.
He left us with a rich collection of prophecies about God’s
judgement on the sinful nations, but most important of all
he prophesied that the enduring, trustworthy God will
send a new messianic king to save us. This is depicted
in his great hymn that praises God as saviour in Chapter
12. This recapitulates his announcement on Emmanuel,
(Isa 7: 14-16) a name meaning “God is with us”. Thus, the
hymn glorifies God for his presence; he dwells among his
people.

This echoes with the lateral meaning of John 1:14
“And the word became flesh and made his dwelling
among us.” This is reflected vividly in Jesus’ infancy
accounted by Luke who speaks in concrete imagery that
the Son of God camped among us and was found lying
in a manger. The birth of Jesus in Bethlehem was to fulfil
a civil duty in response to the hometown enrollment
decree of the Roman Empire government. Luke has related
the hegemony of the good news to the most menial
members of the working class — the shepherd. Matthew
introduces the birth of Jesus with genealogy in parallel with
the prophetic reflection of Isaiah 7:14-16 in three periods
of preparation. These include the great ancestors period
where God'’s promised a great nation in terms of land and
descendants; the Davidic dynastic period; and the final
period of exile, return, resettlement and descent to Joseph
the carpenter. The final period prepared the meek-hearted
and those with lowly statuses with hope in God. Which
is not found in any dynastic expectation. In the fullest of
time, the preparation was then completed for the coming
of Jesus, the Emmanuel, in form of lowliest of the lowly in
human terms. This fulfilment of the messianic prophecy of
ecumenical salvation was not by merits of our own works
but by God'’s mercy.

God’s mercy was repeatedly extended in Luke’s
gospel of Jesus’ ministry not only to the poor, but also to
the well-off people. He calls on tax collectors, heals the

To the political government we owe our rightful
performances as a lawful citizen, yet we do raise our voice
in support of the basic values of our heavenly Father on
which humanity is based. These include the sacredness
of all human life, welfare and right of all people to live
and worship in the community according to their religious
conscious. We see that war and violence are grave evils
that set us apart from our Savior who dwells among us,
and we should make every effort to avoid it.

Wealth is not evil in itself. Those who refused to care
for the poor and marginalized out of their own surplus,
however are sinful. We must recognize that wealthy people
are also loved by God. We know that communication
and cooperation, rather than confrontation and violence,
is the most effective way to resolve problems and avoid
oppression and exploitation of the poor in the world. This
can lead to the salutary and beneficial use of wealth and
solidarity of our society.

The working class in the four gospels include both
farmers, shepherds and people who provide support to our
basic needs. St. Joseph, the patron of workers, creatively
found a “home” for the birth of the messiah in a manger.
He and the shepherds who received the good news
were from the working class and they formed the main
characters of the story of God. The working class and
blue-collar workers are often sufferers of oppression and
unable to speak up for themselves. They are the chosen
shepherds in our modern world for whom the good news
of Isaiah is destined (Isa 61:1-3).

“The spirit of the Lord is upon me, because the
Lord has anointed me; He has sent me to bring
good news to the afflicted ....... "

As exemplified in Luke’s gospel of Jesus’ journey
to Jerusalem, mercy is repeatedly extended during his
ministry. In face of our vocation and calling to preach
the good news to the poor and the oppressed, our
lack of sympathy to help address their basic needs is
unsatisfactory. Christmas touches so many aspects of
our life. We have a grave responsibility to bring joy and
comfort to the afflicted, brokenhearted and the captives.
Christmas is a time to love and is completed only when it
is all-embracing.

Prayer

Almighty God our Father, mankind has succeeded in
unleashing violence, death and terror, and was unable to
put an end to them. Help us see that mercy is the only
cure and sign of our time and that the future of the world
depends on how we can endure in our conversion to
mitigate human threats. Help us co-create in Jesus and
restore the chaotic and helpless world back to the primeval
experience of the Eden Garden. Amen.

Video available in Parish Formation Group YouTube Channel
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robbing it of its joy. It starts with
sadness sliding downwards so
that there is no joy. The Book of
Proverbs says: “With all vigilance
guard your heart, for in it are
the sources of life” (Prov 4:23).
Guard your heart: that means
to be vigilant! Stay awake and
guard your heart.
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And let us add an essential
ingredient: the secret to being
vigilant is prayer. In fact, Jesus
says: “Be vigilant at all times and
pray” (Lk 21:36). Prayer is what
keeps the lamp of the heart lit.
This is especially true when we
feel that our enthusiasm has
cooled down. Prayer re-lights it,
because it brings us back to God,
to the center of things. Prayer

inertia, to fall into apathy, indifferent to everything except
what is comfortable for us. This is a sad life going forward
this way since there is no happiness.

We need to be vigilant so that our daily life
does not become routine, and, as Jesus says, so
we are not burdened by life’s anxieties (cf. v. 34).
So today is a good moment to ask ourselves: what
weighs on my heart? What weighs on my spirit?
What makes me go to sit in the lazy chair? It is
sad to see Christians “in the armchair”! What are
the mediocrities that paralyze me, the vices that
crush me to the ground and prevent me from
raising my head? And regarding the burdens that
weigh on the shoulders of our brothers and sisters,
am | aware of them or indifferent to them? These
are good questions to ask ourselves, because they
help guard our hearts against apathy. What then
is apathy? It is a great enemy of the spiritual life and also
of Christian life. Apathy is a type of laziness that makes us
slide into sadness, it takes away zest for life and the will to
do things. It is a negative spirit that traps the soul in apathy,

reawakens the soul from sleep
and focuses it on what matters, on the purpose of existence.
Even during our busiest days, we must not neglect prayer.
The prayer of the heart can be helpful for us, repeating

often brief invocations. For example, during Advent, we
could make a habit of saying, “Come, Lord Jesus.” Only
these words, but repeating them: “Come, Lord Jesus”. This
time of preparation leading to Christmas is beautiful: we
think of the nativity scene
and Christmas, so let us

Holy Father’s Prayer Intention
for December

T-_ABERARER

Catechists

Let us pray for the catechists, summoned to

announce the Word of God: may they be its
witnesses, with courage and creativity and in
the power of the Holy Spirit.
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say from the heart: “Come,
Lord Jesus”. Let us repeat
this prayer all throughout
the day: the soul will remain
vigilantt ~ “Come,  Lord
Jesus”, is a prayer we can
all say together three times.
“Come, Lord Jesus”, “Come,
Lord Jesus”, “Come, Lord
Jesus”.

And now we pray to
the Madonna: may she who
awaited the Lord with a
vigilant heart accompany us
during our Advent journey.
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Liturgy activities for the month of December 2021

3rd December

First Friday of the month

Feast of Sacred Heart of Jesus Mass
8:00pm (Chinese)

Advent

5th December
2nd Sunday of

12th December
3rd Sunday of
Advent

15th December
Commemoration of All Faithful
Departed Mass

6:00pm (Chinese)

19th December
4th Sunday of Advent

24th December
Christmas Eve

Midnight Mass at 12:00am (Chinese)

25th December

Christmas Day

Chinese Mass: 7:00am, 8:30am, 10:00am, 6:00pm
English Mass: 11:30am

26th December
Feast of Holy Family

31st December
New Year’s Eve Mass
9:00pm (Chinese)

Events for St. Anthony’s Church
* Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration (every Thursday evening 7:00pm)
* St. Anthony’s Day (every Tuesday)

Welcome to 11:30 AM English Mass

Pope Francis:
Be vigilant and pray always

At the Angelus on the First Sunday of Advent, Pope Francis calls on us to "be vigilant" and to persevere
in prayer, which "reawakens the soul from sleep" and helps us focus on what is most important in life. The

tfollowing is full text of the Holy Father’s message.

Dear brothers and sisters,

The Gospel of today’s liturgy, the First Sunday of
Advent, speaks to us about the Lord’s coming at the end
of time. Jesus announces bleak and distressing events, but
precisely at this point He invites us not to be afraid. Why?
Because everything will be okay? No, but because He
will come. Jesus will return as He promised. This is what
he says: “Stand erect and raise your heads because your
redemption is at hand” (Lk 21:28). It is nice to hear this
encouraging Word: stand up straight and raise our heads
because right during those moments when everything
seems to be coming to an end, the Lord comes to save
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us. We await Him with joy,
even in the midst of
tribulations, during life’s
crises and the dramatic
events of history. We await
Him.

But how do we raise
our heads and not become
absorbed with difficulties,
suffering and defeat? Jesus
points the way with a
strong reminder: “Beware
that your hearts do not
become  drowsy... Be
vigilant at all times and
pray” (Lk 21:34, 36).

“Be vigilant”: vigilance. Let us focus on this important
aspect of the Christian life. From the words of Christ, we
see that vigilance is tied to alertness: be alert, do not get
distracted, that is, stay awake! Vigilance means this: not
to allow our hearts to become lazy or our spiritual life
to soften into mediocrity. Be careful because we can

become “sleepy Christians” — and we know there are
many Christians who are asleep, who are anesthetized
by spiritual worldliness — Christians without spiritual

fervour, without intensity in prayer, without enthusiasm for
mission, without passion for the Gospel; Christians who
always look inwards, incapable of looking to the horizon.
And this leads to “dozing off”: to move things along by




