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Living Word of God - November 202 1

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

“Amen, | say to you, this poor widow put in more than
all the other contributors to the treasury. For they have
contributed from their surplus wealth, but she, from her
poverty, has contributed all she had, her whole livelihood.”
(Mark 12: 43b-44).

Reflection

Giving to the temple collection was a religious requirement
and using the temple collection for the needy was the intention.
Mark 12:41-44 speaks to the people of God about the true nature
of offering. This well-known story of the widow who gave more
than she could afford has often been used in praise of generosity.
[t has provided the Church with an example of humble devotion to
the Lord. Mark has deliberately contrasted between the many rich
people and the one poor widow in a vivid scene of temple activity.

The temple leaders are accused of spending the funds on their
own desires of long robes and banquets. Worse of all, they use
lengthy prayers to cover their sham piety. Jesus criticized the scribes
with the intention to warn also the listening multitude in the temple
(Mk 12:38-40). Today Jesus warned us against presenting a mere
appearance of godliness.

Jesus’ eyes were fixed on the poor widow. He solemnly
summons his disciples and explains to them the true value of offering
in the eyes of the Lord. He asks us to imitate the humble widow, to
love the Lord whole-heartedly and to demonstrate genuine faith in
God for his supplies.

The widow’s story cast a negative judgement on the temple
and its leadership at the time of Mark. It also reminds us of the
responsibilities of leadership and the danger of abusing one’s power.
Jesus made a harsh denunciation in Mark 12:40 to rebuke the leader
used his faith instrumentally for “devouring the houses of widows”.
Mark has deliberately placed the sharp contrast of the widow’s
generosity with the devouring scribes to showcase the religious
hypocrisy of the Jewish leaders.

The widow exhibits genuine faith in her generous offering of
two small coins, her whole livelihood, for the love of God. She
demonstrated her faith in relying on God to supply her needs. We
can also compare this scene with the lessons of Jesus in the Sermon
on the Mount where he tells our vocation will lead us to beatitude.
(Mt 5:3-12). He teaches his disciples not to worry about what they
possess, what they are to eat, or what they will wear, but to look at
the sparrows of the air and the lilies of the field (Mt 6:24-36). The
Beatitudes reveal the goal of human existence, the ultimate end of
human acts. This vocation does not only address each individual
personally, but also to the Church as a whole. (c.c.c. #1717-1719)

There are pious people who like to parade their beliefs and
receive various forms of recognition. For others, however, there is

nothing in play except the love of God. The widow of Zarephath (1
Kg 17:7-24) in the Elijah story, and the impoverished widow and the
ostentatious scribes (Mark 12:41-44) belongs to this category. The
generosity of both women shows a true religious spirit. Without
thought of self, both women are willing to give the little they possess
with great hope and faith that God will take care of their basic needs.

This is echoed in c.c.c. #1818 that the virtue of hope responds
to the aspiration to happiness which God has placed in our heart. It
takes up the hopes that inspire human activities and purifies them as
to order them to the Kingdom of Heaven. Human is preserved from
selfishness and led to the happiness that flows from charity.

Although the donation culture helps countless people in
today’s world, but it pays to think of how much harder it is to give
thirty minutes of our time for a homebound person. If we truly
love God, then we should listen to the word of God in the letter of
James 1:27 : “Religion that is pure and undefiled before God and
the Father is this: to care for orphans and widows in their affllctlon
and to keep oneself unstained ; :
by the world.”

There are a myriad of &
ways that life invites each to
incorporate Jesus’ teachings.
Pope Francis suggests “a Church
which is poor and for the poor”
(EG#198). He reminds us that
our Lord Jesus Christ was born poor and was always close to the
poor and the outcast (#186). The “poor” may refer to poverty, the
most neglected, the marginalized, the refugees and the unattended
elderlies. They are poor because they have no accompaniment and
live without dignity. If we too lack solidarity towards their needs, it
is impossible for us to claim a good relationship with God (#187)
and to be witnesses to others that Jesus is living and is always in
their midst to love them. We are all created to be the People of
God. As we generously share with our neighbour and take up our
own cross to follow Jesus Christ, we will receive a hundred times
more than in this present age: houses and brothers and sisters and
mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, and eternal life
in the age to come (Mk 10:30).

The passage in Mark 12:38-44 is the lesson that Jesus teaches
in the Gospel of Mark about the ordinary life of discipleship. It
serves as a summation of all that Jesus has taught about discipleship
in the previous chapters. All of the lessons are centered on the
disciple as a servant and humble imitator of the lowliness of the
Master. We can draw the lesson from the ideal example of this poor
widow that all disciples should imitate her faith and her generosity.
[t exemplifies poverty and helplessness and typifies the lowliness
that should characterize the lifestyle of a disciple, who will forsake
all things for the kingdom of God. This widow shows the faith that
such a disciple must have, through trusting in God’s care despite
having very little.

Prayer
Almighty God our Father, help us imitate the poor widow for
her love and trust in the Lord our God.

Pray for the leadership of the church to remind them of
responsibilities and to avoid the danger of abusing one’s power.

Pray for all the followers of Christ to live out their option for the
poor and help to build the Kingdom of God. Amen.

Reference:

(1) Catechism of the Catholic Church, Doubleday Crown Publishing Group #1717-
1719; 1818.

(2) Evangelii Gaudium

(3) Mary Healy. The Gospel of Mark, Baker Academic, 2008.

(Source: Parish Formation Group)




Communion, participation, mission

Explaining the Synod’s three key words - communion,
participation, and mission — he said that communion and
mission describe the mystery of the Church. Communion
expresses the very nature of the Church, according to the
Second Vatican Council.

According to Saint Paul VI “communion, that is, cohesion
and interior fullness, in grace, truth and collaboration...
and mission, that is, apostolic commitment to the world of
today”. Saint John Paul Il stressed that koinonia gives rise
to the Church’s mission of serving as a sign of the human
family’s intimate union with God.

For this reason, Pope Francis said, Synods must be
well prepared for, especially at the local level with the
participation of all.

All are called to participate

He pointed out that ‘communion’ and ‘mission” can risk
remaining somewhat abstract, unless synodality is concretely
expressed at every step of the synodal journey and activity,
encouraging real involvement on the part of each and
all”. “All the baptized are called to take part in the Church’s
life and mission.”

He acknowledged the frustration and impatience felt
by many pastoral workers, members of diocesan and parish
consultative bodies, and
women, who frequently
remain on the fringes.
“Enabling  everyone to
participate is an essential
ecclesial duty!” he
stressed, adding, it is an
indispensable  ecclesial
commitment based on
the “identity card” of the
baptism.

Synod
20721

Ma"!j 2023

For a synodal Church

on | participation | mission

Three risks to avoid

The Pope warned that a Synod can run the risk of being
a mere formal external event, instead of being “a process
of authentic spiritual discernment that we undertake, not to
project a good image of ourselves, but to cooperate more
effectively with the work of God in history”. For this, “we
need content, means, and structures that can facilitate
dialogue and interaction within the People of God, especially
between priests and laity”.

He noted that at times there is a type of “elitism” among
the clergy that distances them from the laity, which makes
them the “lord of the house” and not a shepherd. This, the
Pope said, requires changing certain overly vertical, distorted,
and partial visions of the Church, the priestly ministry, the
role of the laity, ecclesial responsibilities, roles of governance,
and so forth.

Another risk that a Synod can run into is becoming
intellectual, offering learned but abstract approaches to the
problems of the Church and the evils in our world, which are
far removed from the reality of the holy People of God and
the concrete life of communities around the world.

A third danger that a Synod should avoid, the Pope
said, is the temptation to complacency, which says, we have
always done it this way” and it is better not to change. The
word ‘complacency’ “is a poison in the life of the Church”.
People with such an attitude apply old solutions to new
problems. The Holy Father stressed that the synodal process
should involve the local Churches, in different phases and
from the bottom up, in an exciting and engaging effort that
can forge a style of communion and participation directed
to mission”.

Three opportunities

Pope Francis pointed out that the synodal process of
encounter, listening, and reflection help the People of God,
the Church, to recognize at least three opportunities. First,
it must move not occasionally but structurally towards a
synodal Church, where all can feel at home and participate.

Second, the Synod offers us the opportunity to become
a listening Church, to break out of our routine in order to stop
and listen, firstly to the Spirit in adoration and prayer, and
then to our brothers and sisters, their hopes, the crises of faith
around the world, the need for renewed pastoral life.

Keeping in mind that God’s style is one of closeness,
compassion and tenderness, the Pope said the Synod is
also an occasion for the People of God not to be aloof but
to become a Church of closeness by her very presence,
bandaging wounds and healing broken hearts with the balm
of God.

Not another Church but a different Church

For this, the Holy Father said, we need the ever new
breath of God, the Spirit, who sets us free from every form of
self-absorption, revives what is moribund, loosens shackles,
and spreads joy. “There is no need to create another Church,
but to create a different Church,” the Pope said citing
Dominican priest Father Yves Marie-Joseph Congar. “For a
‘different Church’, the Pope urged all to invoke the Holy Spirit
with greater fervour and frequency and humbly listen to Him.

Holy Father’s Prayer
Intention for November
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People who suffer from depression
We pray that people who suffer from depression
or burn-out will find support and a light that opens

them up to life.
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Shepherd Flock’s
Dialogue November 2021

Liturgy activities for the month of November 2021

1st November
All Saints Day
Month of the Holy Souls in Purgatory begins

2nd November
All Souls Day Mass
7:15am, 7:50am, 6:00pm (Chinese)

4 RN
5th November

First Friday of the month
Feast of Sacred Heart of Jesus Mass
8:00pm (Chinese)

7th November 14th November
32nd Sunday of the Year |33rd Sunday of the Year

17th November
Commemoration of

All Faithful Departed Mass
6:00pm (Chinese)

21st November

Feast of Christ the King

Commissioning for Parish Evangelization
Outreach

28th November
1st Sunday of Advent (Year C)

30th November

Conclusion of Holy Souls Month
Offering of Memorial Cards

Events for St. Anthony’s Church

* Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration
(every Thursday evening 7:00pm)

* St. Anthony’s Day (every Tuesday)

Welcome to 11:30 AM English Mass

Pope on Synod:
The participation of everyone, guided by
the Holy Spirit

Pope Francis leads a moment of reflection in the Vatican,
ahead of the solemn inauguration of the Synod on Sunday, 10
October, with a Holy Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica.

As the Universal Church is about to embark on the
synodal journey, Pope Francis on 9 October invoked the
Holy Spirit on the People of God so that they will be able to
move forward together, to listen to one another and discern
our times, in solidarity with the struggles and aspirations of
all humanity.

T

The Pope prayed as he presided over a moment of
reflection in the Vatican’s Synod Hall, on the eve the official
inauguration of the diocesan phase of
the Synod for all the dioceses around the
world, marked by a solemn Mass in Rome’s
St. Peter’s Square on Sunday, 10 October.
Dioceses across the world inaugurated the
synodal journey at the local level on 17
October.

A special Synod

Church: Communion, Participation, and Mission”. Synodality
indicates walking together and listening to one another
but above all to the Holy Spirit. To deepen this essential
characteristic of the Church, the upcoming synod is unlike
any previous one. It starts with, and involves all the faithful
at local Churches across the world, promising to listen to all,
especially to laypeople. That is why this Synod is a 2-year
process, starting from October 10, 2021, to October 2023.

The diocesan listening phase will run until August 2022
and will be followed by a continental phase from September
2022 to March 2023. The final “universal Church phase” will
culminate in the traditional assembly of the Synod of Bishops
in the Vatican in October 2023.

The protagonist of the Synod - the Spirit

In his discourse at Saturday’s moment of prayer and
reflection, Pope Francis dwelt on how the synodality of
the Church is achieved, namely, through communion,
participation, and mission. He also pointed out the dangers it
can run into, as well as the opportunities it offers.

“In the one People of God, therefore, let us journey
together, in order to experience a Church that receives and
lives this gift of unity, and is open to the voice of the Spirit,”
Pope Francis said, stressing that the Synod is an “ecclesial
moment”, not a parliament or an investigation into opinions,
but “an ecclesial moment” whose protagonist is the Holy
Spirit. “Without the Spirit, there is no Synod,” he stressed.
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The theme of the upcoming 16th 5
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. Synod of Bishops is: “For a Synodal Q s



