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Living Word of God - October 2021

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

X :
The Lord God said: “It is not good for the man to

be alone. | will make a suitable partner for him.”
(Gen 2:18)

Reflection

The beginning of marriage goes way back to the creation
of the first couple in the book of Genesis (2:18-24). “God
blessed them, saying:” Be fertile and multiply, fill the earth
and subdue it. Have dominion over the fish to the sea, the
birds of the air, and all living things that moves on the earth.”
God has created all things to ensure humans will have a
suitable living environment. As depicted in Chapter 1 of
Genesis, human’s vocation is to fertile and multiply, fill the
earth and subdue it and have dominion over all living things
that move on earth. The Hebrew verb Kabash (Subdue)
frequently appears in contexts of war or in situations where
one person has power over another (e.g. Est. 7:8). ¥ Here
human creatures are given power over other created beings,
a power that St. John Paul Il interprets as responsibility (see
the Ecological Crisis 3). ® Likewise in Chapter 2, human’s
vocation is to maintain harmony amongst humans and all
creatures according to the standard of good and evil laid
down by God. Hence, communion among all people and all
creatures is the main objective of God’s creation in human.
Harmonious family life is the manifestation of God'’s plan in
human beings. No other institution in our society has greater
importance than marriage. Without marriage and fertility
human would already have gone extinct.

The high divorce rate (about 40%) in Hong Kong has
troubled the character of our church community and blurred
the family image as a miniature of the Church. The battle
of the unmarried young generation and divorced family is
threatening the human race. Maintaining a strong and lasting
Catholic family life can help demonstrate how a long lasting
marriage is workable.

Among God’s creation none is on a par with Adam.
It is only when a rib is taken from the sleeping man, in a
symbolic expression of equality, that a matched “helper”
is found. In Hebrew the literal meaning of helper need not
imply subordination, because God is called a helper in Deut.
33:7 and Psalm 46:2. The language suggests a profound
affinity between the man and woman and a relationship that
is supportive and nurturing. ®

Catholic marriage is a divine decree that a man and a
woman will constitute and enrich each other in a pair. Their
new and permanent relationship requires separation from
any other human attachment. Jesus unhesitatingly speaks of
marriage as a permanent lifelong union between a man and
woman. The teachings of Jesus (Mark 10:2-12) reiterates the
singular and indissoluble character of Holy Matrimony. The
decree of Moses allowing for divorce is revoked as it was

instituted due to the hardened heart of the Israelite.

There is no doubt that not every marriage will hold
together. In fact, some of them, for good reasons, should not.
It is also true that the marriage image is distorted by sexual
orientation and has presented one of the most serious and
complicated challenge of our time. There are deep-rooted
personal factors that prevent some people entering into a
marriage relationship with those of the opposite sex. We
have no choice in supporting marriage other than opposite
sex because the true meaning of marriage derives from Christ
himself. Yet Christians must be willing to wrestle with some
of the most serious moral dilemmas the church has ever
faced with understanding and compassion.

In many marriages there are moments of incredible
pain. There are events that, if not honestly addressed, could
lead to marital crisis. Enduring Catholic marriages proves that
lasting commitment is possible. Perhaps one effective means
of supporting the Holy Matrimony is to celebrate those
marriages that have lasted through the years.

To end this reflection, | would like to share a poem that
| found some 40 years ago on the wall in an Irish pub on
woman: “Woman was created from a rib of man not from
his head to top him. Neither was she made from his feet to
be walked upon. She was created from beneath his arm to
be protected, from his side to be equal, and next to his heart
to be loved.”

Prayer

My Lord Jesus, bridegroom of the Church, the love of
our hearts is sweet indeed, but can be led astray if it lacks the
love of the soul. Help us learn from you a love that is tender,
wise and strong so that we can cherish it in our own family.

We seek for your support so that our love may not be
worn down by difficulties. Let your love kindle our zealous
faith, let wisdom disclose your embracing love and grace. Let
constancy strengthen our hope and keep us fervent, discreet
and courageous. @

Bless us so that we can love you wisely and our love
endures with strength till we meet again. Amen.

Reference:

(1) Little Rock Catholic Study Bible, Little Rock Scripture Study Dec. 2010,
pg. 62.

(2) Pope John Paul Il for the celebration of the World Day of Peace: Peace
with God the Creator, Peace with All creation. 1 Jan. 1990 (see also
Pope John Paul Il and the Ecological Crisis 3, Irish Theological Quarterly
— Peter C. Phan Mar. 1994).

(3) Little Rock Catholic Study Bible, pg. 65.

(4) Intimacy in Prayer Wisdom from Bernard of Clairvaux, Pauline Books
and Media (Boston), pg. 35-36.

(Source: Parish Formation Group)
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The Book of Acts, he says “teaches us to endure hardship
by clinging firmly to Christ.”

Referring to the current Coronavirus pandemic, the
Pope writes that the virus has “brought to the fore and
amplified the pain, the solitude, the poverty and the
injustices experienced by so many people. It has unmasked
our false sense of security and revealed the brokenness
and polarization quietly growing in our midst.”

He goes on to say that “Those who are most frail
and vulnerable have come to feel even more so. We have
experienced discouragement, disillusionment and fatigue;
nor have we been immune from a growing negativity that
stifles hope.”

ESUS GLVES-U)

HOPE

He is not here, but has risen

Yet, Pope Francis says, “we can hear the powerful
message of life that echoes in our hearts and proclaims:
‘He is not here, but has risen’”.

This message, comments the Pope, is one of hope
that “shatters every form of determinism and, to those who
let themselves be touched by it, bestows the freedom and
boldness needed to rise up and seek with creativity every
possible way to show compassion...”

Amid this pandemic, underlines the Pope, “when
there is a temptation to disguise and justify indifference
and apathy in the name of healthy social distancing,
there is urgent need for the mission of compassion, which
can make that necessary distancing an opportunity for
encounter, care and promotion.”

In our present circumstances, he continues, “there is
an urgent need for missionaries of hope who, anointed by
the Lord, can provide a prophetic reminder that no one is
saved by himself.”

A call to serve

In his message, Pope Francis describes the theme of
this year’s World Mission Day as a summons to each of
us to ‘own’ and to bring to others what we bear in our
hearts.”

“I like to think that ‘even those who are most frail,
limited and troubled can be missionaries in their own
way, for goodness can always be shared, even if it exists
alongside many limitations,” the Pope says.

On World Mission Day, which is celebrated each year

in October, Pope Francis observes that it is an opportunity
to “recall with gratitude all those men and women who
by their testimony of life help us to renew our baptismal
commitment to be generous and joyful apostles of
the Gospel. Let us remember especially all those who
resolutely set out, leaving home and family behind, to
bring the Gospel to all those places and people athirst for
its saving message.”

Courageous witness

When we contemplate their missionary witness, writes
the Pope, “we are inspired to be courageous ourselves.”

He also points out that “the call to mission is not
a thing of the past, or a romantic leftover from earlier
times.” Today too Jesus needs “messengers and agents of
compassion.” he says.

Compassionin Action

Concluding his message, Pope Francis stresses that
“Always, but especially in these times of pandemic, it is
important to grow in our daily ability to widen our circle,
to reach out to others who, albeit physically close to us,
are not immediately part of our “circle of interests.”

To be on mission, he adds, “is to be willing to think as
Christ does, to believe with him that those around us are
also my brothers and sisters.”

Holy Father’s Prayer
Intention for October

TAMHERMEER

Missionary disciples

We pray that every baptized person may be
engaged in evangelization, available to the mission,
by being witnesses of a life that has the flavour of

the Gospel.
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Saint Anthony’s Church Parish Newsletter nNo.614
Shepherd Flock’s

Dialogue October 2021 %&

Liturgy activities for the month of October 2021

1st October 3rd October 10th October 17th October
Our Lady of Holy Rosary Month begins | 27th Sunday of the Year 28th Sunday of the Year | 29th Sunday of the Year
Commencement of Rosary Marathon Rite of Acceptance of
Catechumens
First Friday of the month 6:00pm (Chinese)
Feast of Sacred Heart of Jesus Mass
8:00pm (Chinese)

20th October 24th October |31st October Events for St. Anthony’s Church
Commemoration of | 30th Sunday of 31st Sunday of the Year * Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration

All Faithful Departed |the Year Conclusion of Holy Rosary Month (every Thursday evening 7:00pm)

Mass (Mission Sunday) | Offering of Spiritual Flowers Cards | * St. Anthony’s Day (every Tuesday)
6:00pm (Chinese)

Welcome to 11:30 AM English Mass

World Mission Day:
Pope Francis calls for a mission of compassion

Pope Francis releases his message for World Mission Day, underlining that amid this pandemic
there is the need for a “mission of compassion.”

— Apostles, Pope Francis writes that the Apostles tell us that
“The history of evangelization began with the Lord’s own
passionate desire to call and enter into friendly dialogue
with everyone, just as they are.”

Acts 4:20 KJV
For we cannot but speak the things which
we have seen and heard.

“We cannot but speak about what we have seen
and heard,” taken from the Acts of the Apostles, is the
theme chosen by Pope Francis for World Mission Day
2021 which will be observed on 24 October.

In his message, the Pope emphasizes that “Once we
experience the power of God’s love, and recognize his
fatherly presence in our personal and community life,
we cannot help but proclaim and share what we have
seen and heard.”

Experiencing the Lord’s friendship, compassion and
teaching, says the Pope “left an indelible mark on them
[the Apostles], awakening amazement, expansive joy and a
profound sense of gratitude.”

What the Apostles tell us
Pope Francis explains that Jesus’ relationship with
his disciples and his humanity, “shows us the extent to

which God loves our humanity and makes his own our The Pope points out that “With Jesus, we too have
‘ joys and sufferings, our hopes and our concerns.” seen, heard and experienced that things can be different.”

“The ecclesial community reveals its splendour whenever it

" . . .
He notes that “Everything about Christ reminds us i gratitude that the Lord loved us first.”

that he knows well our world and its need for redemption,
~ and calls us to become actively engaged in this mission.” Challenges of the pandemic

i“" > Focusing his attention on the experience of the However, Pope Francis stresses that life can be difficult.
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