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LlVlngFalth The quarterly issue of “Living Faith” (October — December 2021) is available

SRl ot HK$15. This booklet provides daily reflections based on a Scripture passage
from the daily Mass and helps Catholics pray and meditate in spirit with the
seasons of the Church Year.

By reflecting on and responding to what God is saying to us right now, our hearts
are opened to a deeper faith and greater joy. In harmony with the Church’s
liturgy and faithful to its teaching, “Living Faith” offers Catholic devotions, but
anyone on a sincere spiritual journey will find it a source of daily inspiration.

Bkilng: 8 You can help strengthen the faith of others with a gift of the booklet.
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Living Word of God -

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

. \ L[ 7N x
Jesus said to him, “Ephphatha!” (that is, “Be Opened!”)
And immediately the man’s ears were opened. (Mark

7: 34b — 35a)

Reflection

There are two final miracles in Chapters 7 and 8 of the
gospel of Mark before Jesus announces he is the Messiah and
the Son of Man who must suffer, be rejected, killed and rise
after three days. These miracles are the healing of the deaf
man (7:31-37) and the blind man in Bethsaida (8:22-26).

These two miracles are placed together in order to fulfill
Isaiah 35 and Psalm 146. Jesus physically touches their
damaged body parts to make a vivid demonstration of their
immediate healing. This healing process does not only heal
them physically. Jesus changes the lives that they are living
and leads the deaf man and the blind man to a new start.
His miracle also heals their socio-psychological wounds and
improves their mental health. The release of their previous
despair through Jesus’ caring touch of their wounded organ
reminds readers of the baptismal power. We died in Christ
and rose with him through the water of baptism. That power
opened our eyes to see the wonders of Christ’s salvific deeds
and opened our ears to listen to the word of God.

The period of Purification and Enlightenment of the Rite
of Initiation of Christian Adults (RICA®™ is intended to be a
period of increased inspection and coming closer to God.
The aim is to eliminate what is weak and sinful and affirm
what is holy. During this period, the Elected Catechumen
undertake a number of Rite including the scrutinies and
presentations. After the third scrutiny and the presentation
of the Lord’s Prayer, the preparation Rites on Holy Saturday
include the Recitation of the Creed, Ephphatha (opening rite)
and choosing a Baptismal name.” Ephphatha refers to the
verse in Mark 7.34. The blind man’s friends are told not to say
anything because Jesus knows they have yet to understand
the meaning of this healing sign that foreshadows his death
and resurrection. However, the men pay no attention and
continue to praise. This echoes and fulfills the words of Isaiah
35 that declares a new age is dawning. This is also mentioned
in Ps. 146:6 that “the Lord opens the eyes of the blind person,
the Lord raises the lowly person, the Lord loves the righteous
person”.

The story of the deaf and mute man describes an
unusual physical contact that Jesus had in giving a cure.
Being physically impaired, the man lacked the confidence
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that is essential for him to be integrated in the community.
His social exclusion and physical impairment moved Jesus to
restore his health.

Jesus’ acts manifests God’s compassion. His compassion
is reflected in the works of health ministry which services
not only the sick, but they also do so with gentle presence
and loving care. Helping people to get well is indeed our
extension of Jesus’ own ministry, a service which comes
through in both Jesus’s word and deed.

Today our senior population is growing rapidly often live
alone. Some of our aging parishioners are found in homes for
the aged. By “Ephphatha — be opened”, Jesus is reminding us
to pay attention to the needs of our fellow senior neighbours
just as Pope Francis has reminded us by instituting the First
World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly on 25 July 2021.
In his homily prepared for the Mass, he reiterated how we
should care of our grandparents and the elderly. Sometimes,
we have taken troubles to take care of those we know and
love personally. However, in the gospel of Mark, Jesus shows
us that amongst the population, there are also other people
that need us.

We should treat the people we are acquainted with
and the socially marginalized equally. The Catechism of the
Catholic Church says that God “tirelessly calls” each one of
us to him (c.c.c. 2567).%) To be with the sick or the poor is to
know when our role is called upon. This is the time that we
will answer to God’s calling and find ourselves on the right
path to God.

Spirit is always speaking to us

in inner dialogue.
Y |

Prayer

Heavenly Father, thank you for this opportunity to learn
more about your plan of salvation for our grandparents and
elderly. Help us understand that you love us healthy or
impaired. Help us grow in compassion and gratitude. We
pray that you send your Spirit to enlighten and guide us to
you.

Specific Reference:
(1) Ordo Initiatious Christianae Adultorun (RCIA) (1972).
(2) Joseph Martos, Doors to the sacred — A Historical Introduction to

Sacraments in the Church, Library of Congress, Cataloging—in—
Publishing Data, 1943, pg. 199-206.

(3) Catechism of the Catholic Church, Doubleday Crown Publishing Group
#2567, pg. 675.

General Reference:

(4) Ed. Raymond E. Brown, SS, Joseph A Fitzmyer, SJ, Roland E Murphy, O.
Carm. The New Jerome Biblical Commentary, Theological Publication
in India Bangalore 2013, pp 961-962.

(Source: Parish Formation Group)
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sharing, he said that acts of charity presuppose a giver and
a receiver, whereas mutual sharing generates fraternity. In
this regard, almsgiving is occasional while mutual sharing is
enduring. The former risks gratifying those who perform it
and can prove demeaning for those who receive it; the latter
strengthens solidarity and lays the necessary foundations for
achieving justice.

Conversion

The Holy Father went on to stress the need
for us to follow the Lord’s invitation to “repent and
believe in the Gospel” (Mk 1:15). He added that
this conversion consists in “opening our hearts to
recognizing the many different forms of poverty
and manifesting the Kingdom of God through a
lifestyle consistent with the faith we profess.”

Explaining further, he said that Christian
discipleship entails deciding not to accumulate
earthly treasures that give the illusion of security
but rather
adopting  the
willingness
| “to be set free from all
that holds us back from
achieving true happiness
and bliss, in order to
recognize what is lasting,
what cannot be destroyed
by anyone or anything.”

In  this  regard,

‘ “Christ’s Gospel summons
us to display speC|a| concern for the poor and to recognize the
varied and excessive forms of moral and social disorder that
are generating ever new forms of poverty,” the Pope pointed
out, adding that we are now seeing the creation of new traps
of poverty and exclusion “set by unscrupulous economic and
financial actors lacking in a humanitarian sense and in social
responsibility.”

Covid-19 Pandemic

In the face of the difficulties caused by the Covid-19
pandemic — a “portent of poverty” — which continues to affect
millions of people, particularly the poor in a disproportionate
way, Pope Francis highlights the “clear need to find the most
suitable means of combating the virus at the global level
without promoting partisan interests.”

“It is especially urgent to offer concrete responses
to those who are unemployed, whose numbers include
many fathers, mothers, and young people,” the Pope said,
pointing out that some countries are suffering extremely
severe consequences from the pandemic, so that the most
vulnerable of their people lack basic necessities and “the

long lines in front of soup kitchens are a tangible sign of this
deterioration.”

Concrete responses

“How can we give a tangible response to the millions of
the poor who frequently encounter only indifference, if not
resentment?” The Pope asked. “What path of justice must
be followed so that social inequalities can be overcome and
human dignity, so often trampled upon, can be restored?”

Proposing concrete steps, he said that it is necessary
to generate “development processes in which the abilities
of all are valued so that complementarity of skills and
diversity of roles can lead to a common resource of mutual
participation” because “poverty is not the result of fate but it
is the result of selfishness” and “individualistic lifestyles are
complicit in generating poverty, and often saddle the poor
with responsibility for their condition.”

Pope Francis went on to underline the need for a
different approach to poverty which should motivate us “to
creative planning, aimed at increasing the freedom needed
to live a life of fulfilment according to the abilities of each
person,” instead of talking about the poor in the abstract and
in terms of statistics.

“We need to be
open to reading the
signs of the times that
ask us to find new ways
of being evangelizers

AND NOW ABIDETH
~ FAITH, HOPE, CHARITY,

0 THESE THREE; in the contemporary
" BUTTHEGREATEST  world,” Pope Francis
OF THESE urged, warning that
immediate assistance

IS CHARITY. in responding to the

needs of the poor

1C0R. 13:13 must not prevent us

from showing foresight
in implementing new signs of Christian love and charity
as a response to the new forms of poverty experienced by
humanity today.

Concluding his message, the Holy Father expressed hope
that the World Day would grow in our local Churches and
“inspire a movement of evangelization that meets the poor
personally wherever they may be.” He urged everyone not to
wait for the poor to knock on our doors but to rather urgently
reach them in their homes, hospitals, on the streets...

Holy Father’s Prayer
Intention for September

ARAGHERBEER

An environmentally

sustainable lifestyle
We pray that we all

will make courageous
choices for a simple and

environmentally sustainable lifestyle, rejoicing in
our young people who are resolutely committed

to this.
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Saint Anthony’s Church Parish Newsletter No.613

Shepherd Flock’s
Dialogue September 2021

Liturgy activities for the month of September 2021

3rd September

First Friday of the month

Feast of Sacred Heart of Jesus Mass
8:00pm (Chinese)

5th September
23rd Sunday of the Year

12th September
24th Sunday of the Year

15th September
Commemoration of All Faithful
Departed Mass

6:00pm (Chinese)

19th September
25th Sunday of
the Year

26th September
26th Sunday of
the Year

Events for St. Anthony’s Church

* Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration
(every Thursday evening 7:00pm)

* St. Anthony’s Day (every Tuesday)

Welcome to 11:30am English Mass

Reflect with Pope Francis

The poor enable us to discover the true face of the Father

The theme of the fifth World Day of the Poor is “The
poor you will always have with you” taken from the gospel
of Mark. Pope Francis released the message ahead of
the actual date of its commemoration which is slated for
November 14, the thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time in
the Church’s liturgical calendar.
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Two interpretations

Inspired by the theme from Mk 14: 7, Pope Francis
notes that Jesus spoke the words at a meal in Bethany in
the home of Simon the leper, a few days before Passover.
A woman came in with an alabaster flask of precious
ointment and poured it over Jesus’ head, causing great
amazement and giving rise to two interpretations.

The first was indignation. Considering the value of the
ointment, some of those present, including the disciples,
felt it should have been sold and the proceeds given to
the poor. Judas, in particular, was very vocal, “not because
he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief” and
wanted to take what was in the money box.

The second interpretation was that of Jesus which
makes us appreciate the meaning of the woman'’s act. He
asked them to leave her alone because he saw in her act,
“an anticipation of the anointing of his lifeless body prior to
its placement in the tomb.”

“Jesus was reminding them that he is the first of the
poor, the poorest of the poor, because he represents all
of them. It was also for the sake of the poor, the lonely,
the marginalized and the victims of discrimination, that

«é

the Son of God accepted
the woman'’s gesture,” Pope
Francis observed.

He added that the
nameless ~woman  was B
meant to represent all

women down the centuries
“who would be silenced
and suffer violence.” Jesus
then went on to associate
her with the great mission of
evangelization: ““Amen, | say to you, wherever the Gospel is
proclaimed to the whole world, what she has done will be told
in memory of her” (Mk 14:9).

The empathy established between Jesus and the woman,
his interpretation of her anointing in contrast to the indignation
of Judas and the other disciples, “can lead to a fruitful reflection
on the inseparable link between Jesus, the poor and the
proclamation of the Gospel,” the Pope said.

Concern for the poor

“The face of God revealed by Jesus is that of a Father
concerned for and close to the poor,” Pope Francis noted. “In
everything, Jesus teaches that poverty is not the result of fate,
but a concrete sign pointing to his presence among us.”

Therefore, “the poor, always and everywhere, evangelize
us, because they enable us to discover in new ways the true
face of the Father.” Thus, we are called to discover Christ in
them, lend our voices to their causes, listen to and understand
them, and welcome them because “Jesus not only sides with
the poor but also shares their lot.”

Returning to the theme of his message, Pope Francis
warned that the constant presence of the poor should not
make us indifferent, “but summon us instead to a mutual
sharing of life that does not allow proxies.” He insisted that
our commitment “does not consist exclusively of activities or
programmes of promotion and assistance; because what the
Holy Spirit mobilizes is not an unruly activism, but above all an
attentiveness that considers the other in a certain sense as one
with ourselves.”

Creating a distinction between acts of charity and mutual
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