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Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying,
"Whom shall I send? Who will go for us?"
"Here I am," I said; "send mel"

Isaiah 6:8
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Living Word of God - July 2021

Thus. says, the!'Lord 'God! And whether they. heed or.
resist = for they are-a rebellious house — they. shall know
that a-prophet-has been.among them. (Ezek2:4b-5)

Reflection

The book of Ezekiel reveals that God abandoned Jerusalem
because of its evil. This oracle interprets that God has appeared
to his chosen people beyond the promised land because they
have rebelled and rejected God who sent them into exile. They
also rejected the words of Ezekiel, God’s appointed prophet,
despised his preaching and scorned him. The portrait of Ezekiel
becomes a prototype for Jesus which is reflected in the gospel
reading (Mark 6:1-6) “A prophet is not without honour except in
his native place.” Just like Ezekiel, Jesus is sent to his own people
who are stiff-necked.

Similar to Israel, we all have trouble in giving praise and
honour to those who are righteous and closest to us. People who
are talented and humble at heart are targets for marginalization
simply because they find favour with God (Gen. 4:5-8). One
should identify their own talents and realize God’s plan in them
in the parish collaborative ministry rather than mourn over
unhappy experiences.

Ezekiel has been called to forewarn Israel about the saving
justice and the righteousness of God on their evil deeds. By
righteousness we must bear in mind the subtle differences
between “fidelity” and “saving justice” [the meanings attached
to Paul’s biblical tradition in the Letters to the Romans].
Righteousness should not be unilaterally understood as Justice
which in common parlance has the sense of “impartiality” and
“fairness” especially in bestowing “rewards” and “punishments”.
Such an understanding suggests that righteousness is “the anger
of God”. @

In fact righteousness is not the wrath of God but the
salvation and deliverance from sin captivity. Paul’s open-ended
interpretation of ‘faith’” and ‘righteousness’ can embrace both
God’s fidelity to his word and human’s response through faith
and trust. God has made use of sufferings and hardship to train,
purify and sanctify his people and set them free from captivity.

What does Paul mean by “salvation”? “Salvation”, in a
negative sight, means rescue and liberation from the captivity of
the present (evil) age. Positively, it signify entrance into the new
age and the obtaining of the eschatological blessings promised
to the faithful.?)

Israel acknowledged her own unrighteousness and fully
accepted responsibility for their sufferings. She knows that in
her sinfulness and plight she can call with confidence upon
God’s righteousness for rescue.

In Ezekiel’s oracle against the Israelite it prophecies

that Jerusalem will be destroyed and Israelite will be exiled
to Babylon. The prophetical voice revealing the truth of
forthcoming disasters is often unwelcome by the modern world.
Our unbendable mindset reduces our awareness of our own
sinfulness. People are bound by their own egos and present
way of thinking, and any threats to the status quo is seen as a
challenge.

Today we put ourselves in a similar situation as the Israelite
Babylonian captivity and are unable to heal and save ourselves
among a divided society with uncompromised ideologies.

Jesus’ message in the gospel reflects a timeless truth in
psychology of faith. He challenges us to leave our comfort
zone and to make revolutionary changes. Only the legitimate
Christian who is willing to respond to that word of wisdom in
our ears we heard every Sunday can come to know that it is all
about “God is love” and his fathomless mercifulness.

The new challenge before us is how to mend the broken-
hearted and rebuild our community by building up trust so that
the primal Eden experience with God can be reinstated (Gen
1-3). In essence they constitute the fulfilment of God'’s original
for human beings: the achievement of true humanity, within the
context of due relationship to God and a constructive attitude
to the world.

The renewed relationship with God has been brought
about through faith. The barrier between the “present age”
and the “age to come” crumble as man and woman achieve a
deeper humanity and become agents of wider humanization.

Paul reminds us that challenges and disappointment
comes in various forms. But we are not crushed by human
failure. Because as Jesus said: “My Grace is enough for you” (2
Corinth 12:7-9a). When we are weak, God is strong. It is he who

makes greatness out _
of nothing. And Paul 2 BUILD'NB

says ironically that if he
has to boast he is most
willingly to boast of his
weakness: “Therefore,
I am content with
weaknesses, insults, _
hardships, persecutions 4§
and constraints for the
sake of Christ for when ?/4
| am weak, then | am *

strong”.

TR

Prayer

Our Lord Jesus Christ. We often see our weaknesses,
insults, hardship and suffering as torture and punishment from
God. Help us to realize Paul’s meaning “when we are suffering
for the sake of Christ though we are weak, but God makes us
strong”. Help us pull ourselves together to achieve a deeper
humanity, cooperate with humankind in rebuilding the kingdom
of God in the world and cleaning the temple of our hearts with
wider humanization. Amen.

Reference:

(1) Brendan Byrne, S.J. Reckoning with Romans — A Contemporary Reading
of Pau’s Gospel, Published by Michael Glazier 1986, pg. 47-48.

(2) Ibid, pg. 40-41.

(Source: Parish Formation Group)




public or strolling alone, or seated in your
shop, while buying or selling, or even while
cooking” (CCC 2743). Little prayers: “Lord,
have mercy on us”, “Lord, help me”. So, prayer
is a kind of musical staff, where we arrange %
the melody of our lives. It is not in contrast |
with daily work; it does not contradict the
many small obligations and appointments; if |
anything, it is the place where every action

finds its meaning, its reason and its peace.

Certainly, putting these principles into
practice is not easy. A father and a mother, 238
caught up in a thousand tasks, may feel |
nostalgia for a time in their life in which it
was easy to find regular times and spaces !
for prayer. Then come children, work, family |
life, ageing parents.... One has the impression
that it will never be possible to get through it
all. Itis good then for us to think that God, our Father, who
must take care of the entire universe, always remembers
each one of us. Therefore, we too must always remember
Him!

We can also remember that in Christian monasticism,
work has always been held in great
esteem, not only because of the
moral duty to provide for oneself and
others, but also for a sort of balance,
an inner balance: it is risky for man to
cultivate an interest so abstract that
he loses contact with reality. Work
helps us to stay in touch with reality.
The monk’s folded hands bear the
calluses of one who holds shovels
and hoes. When, in the Gospel of
Luke (cf. 10:38-42), Jesus tells Saint
Martha that the only thing that is
truly necessary is to listen to God, in
no way does he mean to disparage
the many services that she was
performing with such dedication.

Everything in the human being

is “binary”: our body is symmetrical, we have two arms,
two eyes, two hands... And so, work and prayer are
also complementary. Prayer — which is the “breath” of
everything — remains as the vital backdrop of work, even
in moments in which this is not explicit. It is inhuman to
be so absorbed by work that you can no longer find the
time for prayer.

At the same time, a prayer that alienates itself from
life is not healthy. A prayer that alienates us from the
concreteness of life becomes spiritualism, or worse,
ritualism. Let us remember that Jesus, after revealing his
glory to the disciples on Mount Tabor, did not want to
prolong that moment of ecstasy, but instead came down
from the mountain with them and resumed the daily
journey. Because that experience had to remain in their
hearts as the light and strength of their faith; also a light and
strength for the days that were soon to come: those of the
Passion. In this way, the time dedicated to being with God
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revives faith, which helps us in the practicalities of living,
and faith, in turn, nurtures prayer, without interruption. In
this circularity between faith, life and prayer, one keeps
alight that flame of Christian love that God expects of us.

(Source: Pope Francis General Audience, 9 June 2021)

Holy Father’s Prayer Intention for July

tAKHERMEER

Social friendship

We pray that, in social,
economic and political
situations of conflict, we may

be courageous and passionate
architects of dialogue and
friendship.
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Saint Anthony’s Church Parish Newsletter No.611

Shepherd Flock’s
Dialogue July 2021

Liturgy activities for the month of July 2021

A

2nd July

First Friday of the month

Feast of Sacred Heart of Jesus Mass
8:00pm (Chinese)

4th July

Thanksgiving Mass
1:30pm (Chinese)

14th Sunday of the Year
Fr. John Baptist Ng — 90th Birthday

11th July

15th Sunday of the Year

Sheep Seeking Commissioning Ceremony
10:00am Mass

18th July
16th Sunday of the Year

21st July
Commemoration of

All Faithful Departed Mass
6:00pm (Chinese)

25th July
17th Sunday of the Year

Events for St. Anthony’s Church

* Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration
(every Thursday evening 7:00pm)

* St. Anthony’s Day (every Tuesday)

Welcome to 11:30am English Mass

Reflection with Pope Francis

About perseverance in praying.... It is an invitation,
indeed, a command that comes to us from Sacred
Scripture. The spiritual journey of the Russian Pilgrim
begins when he comes across a phrase of Saint Paul in the
First Letter to the Thessalonians: “Pray constantly, always
and for everything give thanks” (cf. 5:17-18). The Apostle’s
words strike the man and he wonders how it is possible
to pray without interruption, given that our lives are
fragmented into so many different moments, which do not
always make concentration possible. From this question
he begins his search, which will lead him to discover what
is called the prayer of the heart. It consists in repeating
with faith: “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on
me, a sinner!”. “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy
on me, a sinner!”. A simple prayer, but very beautiful. A
prayer that, little by little, adapts itself to the rhythm of
breath and extends throughout the day. Indeed, breath
never stops, not even while we sleep; and prayer is the
breath of life.

Perseverance in Prayer

How, then, is it possible to always preserve a state
of prayer? The Catechism offers us beautiful quotations
from the history of spirituality, which insist on the need for
continuous prayer, that it may be the fulcrum of Christian
existence. | will look at some of them.

The monk Evagrius Ponticus states: “We have not
been commanded to work, to keep watch and to fast
continually” — no, this is not demanded — “but it has
been laid down that we are to pray without ceasing” (CCC
2742). The heart in prayer. There is therefore an ardour in
the Christian life, which must never fail. It is a little like
that sacred fire that was kept in the ancient temples, that
burned without interruption and that the priests had the
task of keeping alive. So too must there be a sacred fire
in us, which burns continuously and which nothing can
extinguish. And it is not easy, but it must be so.

Saint John Chrysostom, another pastor who was
attentive to real life, preached: “Even while walking in




