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Musical Offering and Holy Mass
in honour of Pope Francis "~ .

202146 A27H (B H)
27 June 2021 (Sunday)

RiE EHEREFIEE

Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Caine Road

ARG ™4 Ll
BB - B A
Musical Offering 5: oo PM
Solemn Mass 6: 00 PM
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SEAT RESERVATION (BY 20/06/2021)

Scan QR code below or

Visit the event page:
https://catholic.org.hk/2021-pope-francis-event

i3l ENQUIRIES
Email: concertosml@gmail.com
o Tel: (852) 2711 7833 / 5169 6488 (&

Live Webcast
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Living Word of God - June 2021

(The Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ.)

He said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, which
will be shed for many.” (Mark 14:24)

Reflection

We heard St. Paul’s account on the institution of the
Sacrament of Holy Eucharist in 1 Corinthians 11 on Holy
Thursday. The Markan account of the Last Supper adds
information about the preparation for Jesus’ final meal with his
disciples not disclosed in Paul’s account.

The bread and wine Jesus used were unleavened bread
and third or fourth cup of wine from the Seder of the Passover
meal. Both the bread and wine are symbols of Passover lamb
sacrificed for our sins and our salvation. Jesus chose these to be
the memorial sacrament of his holy sacrifice on the cross. This
was alike to the Passover lamb whose blood was sprinkled on
the doorpost of Israelite homes to save people from death, Jesus’
celebration with wine is to foreshadow he will shed his blood to
save people of all nations.

Hebrews (9:11-15), in the celebration of the Solemnity of
the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ, explains how Jesus has
indeed completed and fulfilled all the key ways in which God
acted in the Old Testament for our salvation. The Sacrament of
Holy Eucharist is to show that Christ surpasses the central rituals
of Judaism in holiness and saving power, and how all nations are
included in God’s salvation.

Thus, if the Jewish sacrifices and the sprinkling of the live
stocks can heal and purify people from sin, how much more the
Son of God is able to save all by offering his own blood for the
healing and forgiveness of His people. When we join in Mass on
Earth, the Son of God joins us from heaven in the eternal temple
of God bestowing love and grace through his sacrament (SC8;
GIRM 318) (1).

In today’s liturgy we seldom see the Eucharist in terms of
covenant. The term covenant used in ancient times which meant
an unbreakable promise of God made in an agreement with
human kind encompassing legal, social and religious meanings.
It is commonly used today in a religious context, referring to a
bond uniting God and His people on earth.

The Old Testament’s covenant mediated by Moses on Mt.
Sinai highlights a visible sign attesting to the agreements with
sacrificial blood. Since blood is seen as the essence of life, the
two parties are life-bound, as Moses announces: “This is the
blood of the covenant.” (Exod. 24:8).

While Jesus’ words at the Last Supper are a direct echo
of those of Moses’s word, there is but with one addition to
emphasize his own blood will be used in the sacrifice instead.
When Jesus says: “This is my blood of the covenant” a new
bond uniting God and His people on earth has been forged. We
are now joined in the covenant in the blood of Jesus, which was

sacrificed to make us adopted sons and daughters of God.(2)
Every Mass we attend renews that bond. When we say “Amen”
at the end of the Eucharistic Prayer, we affirm this truth. This is
the truth of the new and everlasting covenant that will never
fail. The Lord remains forever faithful to his words despite our
countless faults.

The Eucharist is not only remembrance, but also true
existence and real presence of the body and blood of our Lord
transubstantiated in the bread and wine. The offering of the body
and blood of Eucharist is not another bloodshed in sacrifice. It
is not the bloodshed in the sacrifice that pleased God; nor that
shedding of the blood ensuring the death were a price to be paid
for sin expiation. Rather Christ in his obedience, his blood was
shed to purify and cause the self-offering ritually dedicated to
God'’s services.

There can only be a single hypostatic union (a technical
theology term to describe the union of Christ’s humanity and
divinity in one hypostasis). Jesus” suffering and offering truly as
human and God is a once and for all event perpetual efficacious
offering that can transcend time and place in history. The
unlimited power and eternal validity of Jesus Christ’s sacrifice
on the cross is now pointing toward to our generation and
beyond until the end of the world. We need to receive the Holy
Eucharist to be part of the saving grace (c.c.c. 1108 & 11, 12). (3)

We repeat this holy sacrament every Sunday when we
celebrate the Eucharist. In our remembrance of the salvation
history in our Eucharistic Prayers we remember that the God
of all creation joins us in the theophany (c.c.c. 1703); G.S. 22,
34 (4)).

No one can come to Christ unless the Father draws him to
(John 6:44). In the Eucharistic celebration, we call on to our Lord
for the gift of the Holy Spirit in the epiclesis. We ask the Father
that our encounter with Christ may be statutory and redemptive
for us throughout our pilgrimage on earth.

Prayer
Dear God our Father, thank you for giving us the flesh and
blood of Jesus Christ and we are saved.

Our souls are weary because our hearts are over-burdened
by the troubles we face every day. Help us to keep our eyes on
Jesus and give up our earthily desire that tortures us and drains
our perseverance away.

Breathe your Holy Spirit upon us so that we can be in
communion and re-united as one in one family again by your
tender loving care. Help us live up to the blameless image of
your adopted children. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Reference:

(1) James H. Kroeger, M.M. The Documents of Vatican Council I,
Sacrosanctum Concilium, Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 2011 Daughters of
St. Paul. (see also Gerard Moore, Understanding the General Instruction
of the Roman Missal, Paulist Press NY/MW/VJ, 2007, pg. 58).

(2) Ref (1): Edward Foley, Capuchin. From Age to Age — Eucharistic
Theology (pg. 29-34); How Christians Have Celebrated the Eucharist
(pg. 345-349).

(3) Catechism of the Catholic Church, Veritas — Libreria Editrice Vaticana,
1994.

(4) James H. Kroeger, M.M. The Documents of Vatican Council I, Gaudium
et Spes, Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 2011 Daughters of St. Paul.

(Source: Parish Formation Group)
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the wrong reasons: such as to defeat the enemy at war,
without asking ourselves what God thinks of such a war.
It is easy to write “God is with us” on a banner; many are
eager to ensure that God is with them, but few bother to
check whether they are actually with God. In prayer, it is
God who must convert us, not we who must
convert God. It is humility. | go to pray but
You, Lord, convert my heart so that it will ask
for what is appropriate, for what will be best
for my spiritual health.

However, the scandal remains: when
people pray with a sincere heart, when they
ask for things that correspond to the Kingdom
of God, when a mother prays for her sick
child, why does it sometimes seem that
God does not listen to them? To answer this
question, we have to meditate calmly on the
Gospels.

We see that at times Jesus’ response is
immediate, whereas in some other cases it is delayed: it
seems that God does not answer. Think of the Canaanite
woman who begs Jesus for her daughter: this woman has
to insist for a long time to be heard (cf. Mt 15:21-28). Or
think of the paralytic brought by his four friends: Jesus
initially forgives his sins and only
later heals his body (cf. Mk 2:1-
12). On some occasions, therefore,
the solution to the problem is not
immediate. In our life too, each one
of us has this experience. Let us look
back a little: how many times have
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The beauty of marriage

it is faith that sustains prayer.
Lord, give me faith! May my
faith grow! Ask for this grace, to
have faith. Jesus, in the Gospel,
says that faith moves mountains.
But, having real faith. Jesus,
before the faith of his poor, of
his people, is won over; he feels
special tenderness, before that
& faith. And he listens.

A mature faith trusts in
the Lord’s providence, his
greater plan for our lives and
our world, yet we naturally feel
deep disappointment when our
petitions seem to go unheard.
Jesus shows us by his own
example that God understands our sufferings, yet does
not always immediately grant our wishes. In Gethsemane,
Jesus offered a prayer that seemed to go unanswered; yet
his complete trust in the Father’s will led to our salvation
and the glory of the resurrection. Evil never has the last

GOD CAN TURN ANY
SITUATION AROUND.
TRUST HIM.

word. If there are times when we walk in the dark, guided
only by the light of faith, may we never abandon our trust
in the Father’s will to make all things work together for our
ultimate good.

(Source: Pope Francis General Audience, 26 May 2021)

Holy Father’s Prayer Intention for June
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we asked for a grace, a miracle, let’s
say, and nothing has happened.

Let us pray for young people who
are preparing for marriage with the

support of a Christian community:

Then, over time, things have worked
out but in God'’s way, the divine way,
not according to what we wanted in
that moment. God'’s time is not our
time.

may they grow in love, with
generosity, faithfulness and patience.
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From this point of view, the
healing of Jairus” daughter is worthy
of particular attention (cf. Mk 5:21-
33). “Continue to have faith”: because
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. Liturgy activities for the month of June 2021
- 4th June 6th June 11th June 12th June
First Friday of the month Feast of the Body and Feast of the Sacred Heart |Feast of St. Anthony
Feast of Sacred Heart of Jesus Mass | Blood of Christ of Jesus Parish Anniversary Mass
- 8:00pm (Chinese) 5:00pm (Chinese)
Novena to St. Anthony begins
13th June 16th June 20th June 27th June
11th Sunday of the Year Commemoration of All Faithful 12th Sunday of the Year | 13th Sunday of the Year
. Feast of St. Anthony Celebration |Departed Mass
1 6:00pm (Chinese)
Events for St. Anthony’s Church
*Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration (every Thursday evening 7:00pm) .
” *St. Anthony's Day (every Tuesday) Welcome to 11:30am English Mass

Reflection with Pope Francis

There is a radical objection to prayer, which derives
from an observation that we all make: we pray, we ask,
and yet sometimes our prayers seem to go unheard: what
we have asked for — for ourselves or for others — is not
fulfilled. We often have this experience. If the reason for
which we prayed was noble (such as intercession for the
health of a sick person, or for the end of a war, for instance),
the non-fulfilment seems scandalous. “Some even stop
praying because they think their petition is not heard”
(Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2734). But if God is
Father, why does he not listen to us? He who assured us
that he gives good things to his children who ask for them
(cf. Mt 7:10), why does he not respond to our requests?
We have all experienced this: we have prayed, prayed, for
the illness of a friend, of a father, of a mother, and then
they were gone. But God did not grant our request! It is an
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3 Your prayers are being heard, do not give up

experience we have all had.

The Catechism offers
us a good summary of the
matter. It puts us on guard
against the risk of not living
an authentic experience of
faith, but of transforming the
relationship with God into
something magical. Prayer
is not a magic wand: it is
a dialogue with the Lord.
Indeed, when we pray we
can fall into the risk that it is
not we who serve God, but
we expect it to be He who
serves us (cf. 2735). This is,
then, a prayer that is always
demanding, that wants to
direct events according to our own design, that admits no
plans other than our own desires. Jesus, on the other hand,
had great wisdom in teaching us the Lord’s Prayer. It is a
prayer of questions only, as we know, but the first ones we
utter are all on God’s side. They ask for the fulfilment not
of our plan, but of his will for the world. Better to leave it
to him: “Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done” (Mt 6:9-10).

And the Apostle Paul reminds us that we do not even
know what is appropriate to ask (cf. Rm 8:26). We ask for
our necessities, our needs, things that we want: “But is this
more appropriate or not?” Paul tells us, we do not even
know what we ought to ask. When we pray we must be
humble, so that our words may actually be prayers and
not just idle talk that God rejects. We can also pray for
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