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Keep God’s Word and God Will
Be with Us

Jesus answered and said to him, /
If @ man love me, he will keep
my words: and my Father
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8 You are the Queen of Heaven and Refuge of Sinners. E
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Please help me overcome all obstacles in following
Christ, so that every Sunday | will attend mass on time,
Q listen to the Word of the Lord and receive the Body and g:ﬂ
§~ Blood of Christ with all my heart, and find in the Lord %
02 the source of life and true meaning of faith. Amen. =
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St. Anthony’s Church Pastoral Council

The Month of Mary Programme

Prayer Intentions Focus — For End of Pandemic,

Families, Vocation, Parish Renewal, Pastoral

Plan and Evangelization

% Prayer Corner dedicated to Mary Help of
Christians at the St. Bosco Foyer

% Record spiritual acts as gifts for Our Lady

1-31 May

Mother’s Day Celebration —

8-9 May Blessing of Mothers

15-23 May | Novena to Mary Help of Christians

Chinese Talk: The Fifth Gospel (Brian Tam)
Time: 11:30am — 1:00pm
Place: Fellowship Room

16 May

English Talk: Patris Corde (Fr. Rhomel
Granada Mendoza)

Time: 2:00pm — 3:30pm

Place: Mary Help Hall

23 Ma
Y Pentecost Mass for Neophytes (attend by

representatives of parish)
Time: 3:00pm
Place: Immaculate Conception Cathedral

Feast of Mary Help of Christians Mass

(8:00pm)

% Pray for the Church in China

% Offering “Spiritual Flowers Cards” by
parishioners

24 May

Chinese Talk: Prophet Isaiah (Joseph Wong)
Time: 11:30am — 1:00pm
Place: Fellowship Room

30 Ma
U Parish Neophytes Gathering

Time: 12:00pm — 4:00pm
Place: Mary Help Hall / Church

Feast of Visitation of Our Lady Mass (6:00pm)
% Offering “Spiritual Flowers Cards”
(conclusion of Marian Month)

31 May

Use [V to record
daily spiritual acts

* Feast of Mary Help of Christians Celebration
to offer “Spiritual Flowers Card” e o e o2 oo o2

Devotional Offering
% Write down your prayer or wish %

Mary Help of Christians, pray for us
Let my cry come to you, O Lord...

Year of
St. Joseph Talk
! Date: 23 May 2021
(Pentecost Sunday)
Time:  2:00 — 3:30pm
Place:  Mary Help Hall
Speaker: Fr. Rhomel Granada
' Mendoza

Topic:  Apostolic Letter

“Patris Corde”

* increase our love for this great saint
® encourage us to implore his intercession
* imitate his virtues and his zeal

Holy Father’s Prayer
Intention for May

E_MW EAMABRHMRER

The world of finance
Let us pray that those in
charge of finance will

work with governments
to regulate the financial
sphere and protect citizens
from its dangers.
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Reflection

In virtue of our baptism, all the People of God have
become disciples and are commissioned to participate in
the missionary life of the Church. (Mark 16:15-16). All the
baptized, whatever their position in the church are agents of
evangelization. It would be insufficient for evangelization to
be carried out by professionals while the rest of the faithful
are simply passive recipients [Evangelii Gaudium (hereinafter
called EG) 120] .

The People of God is one (one Lord, one faith and one
baptism) in the Body of Christ with Jesus Christ as the head of
the body (the Church) (col. 1:18). The Church lives from him,
in him and for him (c.c.c. 792-795). Christ and the Church
make up the “Whole Christ” (c.c.c. 807). (St. Augustine). By
our baptism, we should persevere in prayer and praising God
(cf. Acts 2:42-47) and should present ourselves as a living
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God (cf. Rom. 12:1). In our
spiritual “being” we should defend and bear witness to our
faith, manifested both by word and by deed of active charity
in our “doing”. (Lumen Gentium 10).

All  members of the
Church share a common
dignity from their

regeneration in Christ, and
the same filial grace and

vocation for perfection.
Members of the church
possess in common one

salvation, one hope and one
undivided charity.

fCHRFST IS THE HEAD)

In the Church, everyone does not proceed on the
same path. However, but all are called to sanctify and have
received an equal privilege of faith through the justice of
God with regard to the dignity and to activity common to all
the faithful for the building up of the Body of Christ. (Lumen
Gentium 32)

Nowadays, it is indeed challenging to fulfil our disciple
missionary vocation to proclaim the salvation through our
risen Lord. The world is suffocated by many false ideologies
of hedonism, materialism, and narcissism. However, these
contemporary challenges call for us to uncover the needs
of our times and to eradicate these challenges. Being one in
Christ, the Catholic Church addresses solidarity in the entire
human race. (Gaudium et Spes 2, 3, 10)

One may worry about the capability of oneself to carry
out this mission and say like the prophet Jeremiah, “Ah, Lord
God! | do not know how to speak. | am too young!” (Jer 1:6).
Jesus did not tell the apostles to form an exclusive and elite
group. He said: “Go and make disciples of all nations” (Mt
28:19). The people whom God has chosen are the People
of God in the Church. God attracts us by considering the
complex interweaving of personal relationships entailed in
the life of a human community.

No one is saved by himself or herself, individually, or by
his or her own efforts (EG 113). The Papal exhortation in EG
comforted us that the proclamation of Gospel is not about
giving theology classes, but to build up relationship with
other brothers and sisters. By sharing the joy of the Gospel
that is already in the hearts and lives of all faithful we all
have experienced encountering Jesus. Anyone who has truly

Jesus said to his
disciples: “Go into
the whole world and
proclaim the gospel
to every creature.
Whoever believes
and is baptized will
be saved; whoever
does not believe
will be condemned.
(Mark 16:15-16)

experienced God'’s saving love, he said, does not need time
or training to proclaim that love.

The gospel therefore helps others to experience the
presence of God’s love and peace in their lives. By doing so,
we participate to fulfil the task to make the kingdom of God
present in our world (EG 176). Pope Francis also suggests us
to simply focus on the core message of our joy. The kerygma
is trinitarian and Jesus Christ loves you so much that He gave
His life to save you and now he is living at your side every
day to enlighten, strengthen and free you. (EG 110-175)

St. Paul in his various writings confirmed to us that there
is a gift, called charism. It is the gift of the Holy Spirit given
freely to us that impels us to the service of the Church (1 Cor
12:4-11, 28-30; Rom 12:6-8; Eph 4:11). The functional nature
of any services, be it preaching, healing, teaching and giving
alms, all bring the communion within the Body of Christ
(koinonia) and building of the Church.

As a result, every Christian should commit to actively
respond to the commission of our Lord Jesus Christ. When
we lose our hope and courage, Pope Francis reminds us that
this is always the work of the Holy Spirit and evangelists
should commit to pray (EG 259) and implore His lead and
renewal of the Church. (EG 261)

% our mmzon
%, unlea gbed“‘ e

Prayer

Almighty God our Father, make us rejoice with devout
thanksgiving for the hope bestowed to us through the
Ascension of Christ your Son.

Help us to consciously acknowledge that by being a
member of the Church, it is our responsibility to respond to
the mission for building of the body of Christ.

Pour us the grace of the Holy Spirit so that we may be
the humble servant of our Lord Jesus Christ and surrender
ourselves to His guidance to fulfil His goal of salvation.
Amen.

Reference:
(1) Evangelii Gaudium [The Joy of the Gospel] (2013)
(2) Lumen Gentium (1965)
(3) Gaudium et Spes (1965)
(Source: Parish Formation Group)
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let us listen to the Risen Lord as he invites us to begin
anew and never lose hope.

Going to Galilee also means setting out on new paths.
It means walking away from the tomb. The women were
looking for Jesus in the tomb; they went to recall what they
had experienced with him, which was now gone forever.
They went to indulge in their grief. There is a kind of faith
that can become the memory of something once beautiful,
now simply to be recalled. Many people — including us —
experience such a “faith of memories”, as if Jesus were
someone from the past, an old friend from their youth who
is now far distant, an event that took place long ago, when
they attended catechism as a child. A faith made up of
habits, things from the past, lovely childhood memories,
but no longer a faith that moves me, or challenges me.
Going to Galilee, on the other hand, means realizing that
faith, if it is to be alive, must get back on the road. It must
daily renew the first steps of the journey, the amazement
of the first encounter. And it must continue to trust, not
thinking it already knows everything, but embracing the
humility of those who let themselves be surprised by
God’s ways. We are usually afraid of God’s surprises; we
are always worried that God will surprise us. And today
the Lord invites us to let ourselves be surprised. Let us go
to Galilee, then, to discover that God cannot be filed away
among our childhood memories, but is alive and filled
with surprises. Risen from the dead, Jesus never ceases to
amaze us.

JESUS is

| AM HF*\'HOII\/E\ AND WAS
DEAD, AND BEHOLD, [ AM ALIVE
"FOREVERMORE. AMEN

REVELATION 118 NKJV

is alive here and now. He walks beside you each day, in
every situation you are experiencing, in every trial you
have to endure, in your deepest hopes and dreams. He
opens new doors when you least expect it, he urges
you not to indulge in nostalgia for the past or cynicism
about the present. Even if you feel that all is lost, please,
let yourself be open to amazement at the newness Jesus
brings: he will surely surprise you.

Going to Galilee also means going to the peripheries.
Galilee was an outpost: the people living in that diverse
and disparate region were those farthest from the ritual
purity of Jerusalem. Yet that is where Jesus began his
mission. There he brought his message to those struggling
to live from day to day, the excluded, the vulnerable and
the poor. There he brought the face and presence of God,
who tirelessly seeks out those who are discouraged or lost,
who goes to the very peripheries of existence, since in his
eyes no one is least, no one is excluded. The Risen Lord is
asking his disciples to go there even now: he asks us to go
to Galilee, to the real “Galilee” of daily life, the streets we
travel every day, the corners of our cities. There the Lord
goes ahead of us and makes himself present in the lives of
those around us, those who share in our day, our home,
our work, our difficulties and hopes. In Galilee we learn
that we can find the Risen One in the faces of our brothers
and sisters, in the enthusiasm of those who dream and the
resignation of those who are discouraged, in the smiles of
those who rejoice and the tears of those who suffer, and
above all in the poor and those on the fringes. We will be
amazed how the greatness of God is revealed in littleness,
how his beauty shines forth in the poor and simple.

And this is the third
message of Easter: Jesus, the
Risen Lord, loves us without
limits and is there at every
moment of our lives. Having
made himself present in the
heart of our world, he invites
us to overcome barriers,
banish prejudices and draw
near to those around us every |
day in order to rediscover |}
the grace of everyday life.
Let us recognize him here in
our Galilees, in everyday life. “\ 'l
With him, life will change. For
beyond all defeats, evil and violence, beyond all suffering
and death, the Risen One lives and guides history.

Dear sister, dear brother: if on this night you are
experiencing an hour of darkness, a day that has not yet
dawned, a light dimmed or a dream shattered, go, open
your heart with amazement to the message of Easter: “Do
not be afraid, he has risen! He awaits you in Galilee”. Your
expectations will not remain unfulfilled, your tears will be
dried, your fears will be replaced by hope. For the Lord
always goes ahead of you, he always walks before you.
And, with him, life always begins anew.
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Saint Anthony’s Church Parish Newsletter No.609

Shepherd Flock’s
Dialogue May 2021

Liturgy activities for the month of May 2021

1st May
Month of Mary begins

2nd May
5th Sunday of Easter

7th May

First Friday of the month

Feast of Sacred Heart of Jesus Mass
8:00pm (Chinese)

9th May
6th Sunday of Easter

16th May
Feast of Jesus’ Ascension

19th May

Commemoration of All Faithful
Departed Mass

6:00pm (Chinese)

23rd May
Pentecost

24th May
Feast of Mary Help of Christians Mass
8:00pm (Chinese)

30th May
Feast of Holy Trinity

31st May

Month of Mary concludes

Feast of Visitation of Our Lady

Events for St. Anthony’s Church

*Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration
(every Thursday evening 7:00pm)
*St. Anthony’s Day (every Tuesday)

Welcome to 11:30am English Mass

Pope Francis’ Easter Vigil Homily

Life Always Begins Anew With Jesus

The women thought they would find a body to anoint;
instead they found an empty tomb. They went to mourn
the dead; instead they heard a proclamation of life. For this
reason, the Gospel tells us, the women “were seized with
trembling and amazement” (Mk 16:8); they were filled
with trembling, fear and amazement. Amazement. A fear
mingled with joy that took their hearts by surprise when
they saw the great stone before the tomb rolled away and
inside a young man in a white robe. Wonder at hearing the
words: “Do not be afraid! You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who
was crucified. He has risen” (v. 6). And a message: “He is
going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him” (v.
7). May we too accept this message, the message of Easter.
Let us go to Galilee, where the Risen Lord has gone ahead
of us. Yet what does it mean “to go to Galilee”?

g |

To go to Galilee means, first, to begin anew.
For the disciples it meant going back to the
place where the Lord first sought them out and
called them to follow him. The place of their first
encounter and the place of their first love. From
that moment on, leaving their nets behind, they
followed Jesus, listening to his preaching and
witnessing the miracles he performed. Yet, though
they were always with him, they did not fully
understand him. Frequently they misunderstood
his words and in the face of the cross they
abandoned him and fled. Even so, the Risen Lord
once more appears as the one who goes ahead
of them to Galilee. He precedes them. He stands
before them and constantly calls them to follow
him. He says to them: “Let us start over from
where we began. Let us begin anew. | want you
to be with me again, in spite of everything”. In
this Galilee, we learn to be amazed by the Lord’s
infinite love, which opens new trails along the path of our
defeats. This is how the Lord is: he creates new paths on
the road of our defeats. This is how he is; and he invites us
to Galilee to do this.

This is the first Easter message that | would offer you:
it is always possible to begin anew, because there is always
a new life that God can awaken in us in spite of all our
failures. From the rubble of our hearts — and each one of
us knows the rubble of our hearts — God can create a work
of art; from the ruined remnants of our humanity, God can
prepare a new history. He never ceases to go ahead of
us: in the cross of suffering, desolation and death, and in
the glory of a life that rises again, a history that changes, a
hope that is reborn. In these dark months of the pandemic,
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