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Human fraternity

May the Lord give us the grace to live in full
fellowship with our brothers and sisters of
other religions, praying for one another, open
to all.
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Jesus turned and saw them following him and said to
them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him,
“Rabbi, where are you staying?” He said to them,
“Come, and you will see” (John 1:35-42)

Reflection

The synoptic gospels focus on the process of baptism of
Jesus, but the gospel of John magnifies the calling of the first
disciples. They are highlighted in transfer of discipleship from
John the Baptist. They were called at the Jordan river on a
given day (Day Three) after Jesus’ baptism.

Andrew and someone (an unnamed disciple, he can be
the beloved disciple John), followed Jesus and recognized him
as Teacher. On the next day after they stayed with Jesus (i.e.
Day Four) Simon is brought to Jesus the Messiah. (John 1:40)

On the following day (Day Five) Philip and Nathanael
come to him and recognize him as the prophet-like-Moses,
and Son of God and King of Israel (John: 1:49) (Nathaniel is a
word play of a popular etymology “a man who sees God”).
He is worthy of calling the name of Israel (Jacob). The Jacob
in the Old Testament saw the glory of God in the vision of the
ladder, so the Israel of New Testament will see the glory at the
miracle of Cana on Day Seven. There are many references to
Genesis in the first week of Jesus” activity":

(@ The prologue begins with “In the beginning” the words
which are the title for Genesis in the Hebrew Bible;

(b) The prologue tells of the coming of light into darkness;

(c) At the Baptism the Spirit descends and remains on Jesus
just as the spirit of God moved over the face of the
primeval waters;

(d) The time from the baptism to Cana, the beginning of the
work of the new Adam, is sometimes seen as seven days
matching the seven creative days of Genesis.

The calling of the first disciples is painted as a timelessly
true portrait of the vocations of Jesus” prophetic, priestly and
kingship offices®. The first question to be asked of one who
wishes to follow (John 1:38) is: “What is it you seek?” Then
comes the command: “Come and see”. In our own baptism
at Christian initiation rite we are asked the same question
before we engage in the sacrament of Baptism. Those who
answered willfully and come and believe become the new
Israel: people seeing God.

The disciples understand that John is the Baptist pointing
to Jesus as the messiah of Israel. They wanted to learn more
about this man so they have decided to follow him. Jesus
asked them: “what are you looking for?” They came to stay
and live with Jesus to learn more about Jesus. By listening to
him and seeing his deeds, they begin to open their hearts to
the message of John the Baptist and Jesus and come to believe
in him. “To stay” in John’s gospel has a meaning beyond its
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"Come. and you will see’

ordinary significance. Jesus actually abides in the Father and
the Father in him (John 14:10), and when we stay in Christ,
“we are alive in him and bear fruit”. (15:4)

To stay in Christ is not merely a transfer of discipleship
from John the Baptist to Jesus, nor was it merely by taking the
Christian Initiation Sacraments, but to listen to his word and
to be transformed to become Jesus’ vessel and agent to bear
witness by our own deeds in spreading the gospel of God.

Unfortunately, there are hubbubs of other voices
that surround us that make the calling of God inaudible.
Nowadays, headphones run to the extreme that enable to
screen unwelcome background noises. We are drowned by
the noise of hedonism, consumerism, promiscuity, religious
indifference and secularism. Doing it means that the calling
of God is now gradually being cut-off by our own screening
mechanism.

STAYING
CLOSE

TO
JESUS!

We can easily forget where we “dwell” and what image
we are “showing”. The call becomes audible only when we
stop and listen. Do not wait until we are punished and exiled
before we can remember and reflect what God has spoken
to us. In order to have the grace of the two disciples, we must
transcend and listen to what Jesus said, stay with him and
dwell in his life bearing witness for the amazing deeds he has
done to convert us. Our bodies, being the temple of the Holy
Spirit, is indeed redeemed at a great cost. When we feel we
are distracted and have gone in the wrong direction, it is time
to stop, leave our secular distraction and begin to listen to the
calling of God.

When we are called by Christ “Come, and you will see”,
stop hesitating and respond willfully to his invitation to dwell
in him.

Prayer

Almighty God our father, help us recognize the
responsibilities we hold in our prophetic, priestly and kingship
offices given to us through our baptism which exemplifies in
Jesus” life. Send us your Spirit so that we can listen to the
invitation of your Son to follow him and live a consecrated
life in our ministries of service within our parish community.
Help us give up our old sinful selves and act promptly as the
disciples and possession of Christ. Amen.

Reference:

(1) Raymond E. Brown: The Gospel and Epistles of John. The Litur-
gical Press 1988 Collegeville, Minnesota 56321, pg. 25-27.

(2) Documents of Vatican Il Ch. 2. On The People of God Edited
by James H. Kroeger. 2011 Paulines Philippines, pg. 31-49.

(Source: Parish Formation Group)
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Year of St.

(e WV, g

On December 8, Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception of Our Lady and the 150th anniversary of the
proclamation of St. Joseph as the Patron of the Universal
Church, Pope Francis announced a special year dedicated to
St. Joseph starting from 8 December 2020 until 8 December
2021.

The Apostolic Penitentiary has issued a decree granting
plenary indulgences for the duration of the special year. Noting
that “devotion to St. Joseph has grown extensively throughout
the history of the Church”, the decree encourages the faithful
to imitate St. Joseph, head of the Holy Family of Nazareth,
by devoting themselves to prayer and daily good works, and,
through the intercession of St. Joseph, to experience “comfort
and relief from the serious human and social tribulations that
besiege the contemporary world today.”

Conditions for acquiring Plenary Indulgences
A. Basic Conditions:

A spirit detached from any sin, sacramental confession
(within three weeks either before or after the performance
of one of the works listed under Section B),
Eucharistic Communion, and prayer for the Pope’s
intentions (may be satisfied by reciting one Our
Father and one Hail Mary).

B. Performance of one of the following Works:

(@) meditation for at least 30 minutes on the Lord’s
Prayer, or taking part in a spiritual retreat of at ¥
least one day that includes a meditation on St.
Joseph, “an authentic man of faith who invites
us to rediscover our filial relationship with
the Father, to renew fidelity to prayer, and to listen and
correspond with profound discernment to God's will.”

(b) performing a spiritual or corporal work of mercy by
following the example of St. Joseph, who “encourages us
to rediscover the value of silence, prudence and loyalty in
carrying out our duties”.

(c) recitation of the Holy Rosary in families and among
engaged couples, in order that “all Christian families may
be stimulated to recreate the same atmosphere of intimate

Joseph Plenary Indulgences

communion, love and prayer that was
in the Holy Family.”
(d) entrusting one’s daily activities to the
protection of St. Joseph, or invoking
the intercession of St. Joseph “that
those seeking work can find dignifying
work, that the dignity of work be
recognized by all, and that it inspires
social life and laws, based on the fair
distribution of rights and duties.”
reciting the Litany to St. Joseph (for the
Latin tradition), or the Akathistos to St.
Joseph (for the Byzantine tradition), or
any other prayer to St. Joseph proper
to the other liturgical traditions, for the
persecuted Church ad intra and ad
extra, and for the relief of all Christians
suffering all forms of persecution, so as to experience, just
as the Holy Family had experienced during its flight to
Egypt, that God is there where man is in danger, where
man suffers, where he flees, where he experiences
rejection and abandonment.”
reciting any legitimately approved prayer or act of piety
in honour of St. Joseph, for example, “To you, O blessed
Joseph”, especially on “19 March, on 1 May, the Feast of
the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, on St. Joseph’s
Sunday (according to the Byzantine tradition), on the 19th
of each month and every Wednesday, a day dedicated to
the memory of the saint according to the Latin tradition.”
(g) For the Sick: Amid the ongoing Covid-19 health crisis, the
sick, the elderly, the dying and all those who for legitimate
reasons are unable to leave their homes, can likewise
obtain the plenary indulgences if they, detached from any
sin, have the intention of fulfilling, as soon as possible, the
three usual conditions and recite an act of piety in honour
of St. Joseph, offering to God the pains and hardships of
their lives.

~

(e

(f

~

Prayer to St. Joseph

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, Spouse of the Blessed
Virgin Mary. To you God entrusted his only Son; in you
Mary placed her trust; with you Christ became man.

Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself a father and guide
us in the path of life. Obtain for us grace, mercy, and
courage, and defend us from every evil. Amen.
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precedence over the law of love and the health of humanity. |
ask everyone — government leaders, businesses, international
organizations — to foster cooperation and not competition,
and to seek a solution for everyone: vaccines for all, especially
for the most vulnerable and needy of all regions of the planet.
Before all others: the most vulnerable and needy!

May the Child of Bethlehem help us, then, to be generous,
supportive and helpful, especially towards those who are
vulnerable, the sick, those unemployed or experiencing
hardship due to the economic effects of the pandemic, and
women who have suffered domestic violence during these
months of lockdown.

In the face of a challenge that knows no borders, we
cannot erect walls. All of us are in the same boat. Every
other person is my brother or my sister. In everyone, | see
reflected the face of God, and in those who suffer, | see the
Lord pleading for my help. | see him in the sick, the poor, the
unemployed, the marginalized, the migrant and the refugee:
brothers and sisters all!

On this day, when the word of God became a child, let us
turn our gaze to the many, all too many, children worldwide,
especially in Syria, Iraq and Yemen, who still pay the high
price of war. May their faces touch the consciences of all men
and women of good will, so that the causes of conflicts can
be addressed and courageous efforts can be made to build a
future of peace.

May this be a favourable time to ease tensions throughout
the Middle East and in the Eastern Mediterranean.

May the Infant Jesus heal the wounds of the beloved
Syrian people, who for a decade have been devastated by
war and its consequences, now aggravated by the pandemic.
May he bring comfort to the Iraqi people and to all those
involved in the work of reconciliation, and particularly to the
Yazidis, sorely tried by these last years of war. May he bring
peace to Libya and enable the new phase of the negotiations
in course to end all forms of hostility in the country.

May the Babe of Bethlehem grant the gift of fraternity to
the land that witnessed his birth. May Israelis and Palestinians
regain mutual trust and seek a just and lasting peace through
a direct dialogue capable of ending violence and overcoming
endemic grievances, and thus bear witness before the world
to the beauty of fraternity.

May the star that shone brightly on Christmas night offer
guidance and encouragement to the Lebanese people, so that,
with the support of the international community, they may not
lose hope amid the difficulties they currently face. May the
Prince of Peace help the country’s leaders to lay aside partial
interests and commit themselves with seriousness, honesty
and transparency to enabling Lebanon to undertake a process
of reform and to persevere in its vocation of freedom and
peaceful coexistence.

May the Son of the Most High sustain the commitment
of the international community and the countries involved to
continue the ceasefire in Nagorno-Karabakh, as well as in the
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eastern regions of Ukraine, and to foster dialogue as the sole
path to peace and reconciliation.

May the Divine Child alleviate the suffering of the
peoples of Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger, affected by a grave
humanitarian crisis caused by extremism and armed conflicts,
but also by the pandemic and other natural disasters. May he
end the violence in Ethiopia, where many people have been
forced to flee because of the fighting; comfort the inhabitants
of the Cabo Delgado region in northern Mozambique, victims
of the violence of international terrorism; and encourage the
leaders of South Sudan, Nigeria and Cameroon to pursue the
path of fraternity and dialogue they have undertaken.

May the Eternal Word of the Father be a source of
hope for the American continent, particularly affected by
the coronavirus, which has intensified its many sufferings,
frequently aggravated by the effects of corruption and drug
trafficking. May he help to ease the recent social tensions in
Chile and end the sufferings of the people of Venezuela.

May the King of Heaven protect all victims of natural
disasters in Southeast Asia, especially in the Philippines and
Vietnam, where numerous storms have caused flooding,
with devastating repercussions on families in terms of loss
of life, harm to the environment and consequences for local
economies.

As | think of Asia, | cannot forget the Rohingya people:
may Jesus, who was born poor among the poor, bring them
hope amid their sufferings.

“ @A
Dear brothers and sisters,

“To us a child is born” (Is 9:6). He came to save us!
He tells us that pain and evil are not the final word. To
become resigned to violence and injustice would be to
reject the joy and hope of Christmas.

On this festive day, I think in a special way of all
those who refuse to let themselves be overcome by
adversity, but instead work to bring hope, comfort and
help to those who suffer and those who are alone.

Jesus was born in a stable, but was embraced by the
love of the Virgin Mary and Saint Joseph. By his birth
in the flesh, the Son of God consecrated familial love.
My thoughts at this moment turn to families: to those
who cannot come together today and to those forced to
remain at home. May Christmas be an opportunity for all
of us to rediscover the family as a cradle of life and faith,
a place of acceptance and love, dialogue, forgiveness,
fraternal solidarity and shared joy, a source of peace for
all humanity.



Parish arrangements:
* Opening Hours of the Church:
(a) 7:00am — 8:00pm daily

exercises

* Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament:
(a) 7:30am - 9:00am Monday to Saturday
(b) 7:00am — 8:00pm on Thursday

11:30am - 12:30pm (English)
¢ Sacrament of Reconciliation:
(a) 8:00am — 8:30am Monday, Wednesday, Friday

(c) Personal arrangements with priests

Saint Anthony’s Church Parish Newsletter nNo.605

Shepherd Flock’s
Dialogue January 2021

Chancery Notice: Temporary Suspension of Public Masses

For personal prayers, visits to the Blessed Sacrament, individual spiritual

[Special Intention: Containment of Coronavirus as soon as possible]
(c) Sunday: 7:00am — 8:00am; 8:30am — 9:30am; 10:00am — 11:00am (Chinese)

(b) 8:00am — 8:30am; 9:30am — 10:00am; 11:00am — 11:30am Sunday

Online Mass & Services:

* Sunday Masses participation through the
diocesan website www.catholic.org.hk and
receive Holy Communion spiritually; OR
reflecting on the Sunday liturgical text, reading
the Bible or saying the Rosary, etc.

¢ The faithful can avail themselves of various
online services to take part in daily Masses
or spiritual exercises, such as the Rosary, the
Angelus and daily morning prayer by visiting
the diocesan website, the Sunday Examiner
website (http://www.examiner.org.hk/), the
“Click to Pray” network (https://clicktopray.
org),etc.

Pope Francis Christmas Message:

“We are all brothers and sisters”

Merry Christmas!

| would like to bring to everyone the message that the
Church proclaims on this feast with the words of the prophet
Isaiah: “To us a child is born, to us a son is given”. (Is 9:6)

A child is born. A birth is always a source of hope; it
is life that blossoms, a promise of the future. Moreover, this
Child, Jesus, was born “to us”: an “us” without any borders,
privileges or exclusions. The Child born of the Virgin Mary in
Bethlehem was born for everyone: he is the “son” that God
has given to the entire human family.

Thanks to this Child, all of us can speak to God and call
him “Father”. Jesus is the only-begotten Son; no one but he
knows the Father. Yet he came into the world for this very
reason: to show us the face of the Father. Thanks to this Child,
we can all call one another brothers and sisters, for so we truly
are. We come from every continent, from every language and
culture, with our own identities and differences, yet we are all
brothers and sisters.

At this moment in history, marked by the ecological crisis
and grave economic and social imbalances only worsened by

the coronavirus pandemic, it is all the more important for us
to acknowledge one another as brothers and sisters. God has
made this fraternal unity possible, by giving us his Son Jesus.
The fraternity he offers us has nothing to do with fine words,
abstract ideals or vague sentiments. It is a fraternity grounded
in genuine love, making it possible for me to encounter others
different from myself, feeling compassion for their sufferings,
drawing near to them and caring for them even though they
do not belong to my family, my ethnic group or my religion.
For all their differences, they are still my brothers and sisters.
The same thing is true of relationships between peoples and
nations: brothers and sisters all!

At Christmas we celebrate the light of Christ who comes
into the world; he comes for everyone, not just for some.
Today, in this time of darkness and uncertainty regarding
the pandemic, various lights of hope appear, such as the
discovery of vaccines. But for these lights to illuminate and
bring hope to all, they need to be available to all. We cannot
allow the various forms of nationalism closed in on themselves
to prevent us from living as the truly human family that we
are. Nor can we allow the virus of radical individualism to
get the better of us and make us indifferent to the suffering
of other brothers and sisters. | cannot place myself ahead of
others, letting the law of the marketplace and patents take



