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focuses mainly on the circumstances leading up to the first
coming of Jesus. It sets the pattern for his coming to us
now and at the end of time. The four gospels stress the
key role of Mary, Joseph and John the Baptist in the work
of our salvation and the messianic expectation that God’s
promise of a dynastic Messiah and its surprising fulfillment
in the suffering servant Jesus. This reminds us that God’s
preparation for the coming of Jesus was full of surprises.
In fact, the unfolding of God’s plan of salvation through
history has contained many surprises.

Year B has taken Mark’s words for the opening of
Advent to awaken people and anticipate God’s coming in
an unexpected way. It reminds us the urgency we need to
seek for our changes in state of suffering and hopelessness
into repentance, salvation and re-union with God'’s love.

We are not helpless as we imagine ourselves being
the servant with only one talent. (Matt: 25:14-30) Each
one of us has the responsibilities to prepare things to
keep the lights burning for the master’s return. (Matt: 25:1-
12) Similarly, the world needs to be ready to receive the
second coming of Jesus and welcome Him.

Every year the number of church goers increase
tremendously on Christmas Eve for the overnight Mass.
Many of them are strangers who come to share in the
Christmas celebration’s joyful and happiness atmosphere.
This would be a good time for us to show our hospitality
and welcome the home coming of God'’s beloved sons
and daughters.

7<ee/a watch,

680&!”5’ (7

You do
not eaaw the c[ay or the hour.

Matthew 25:13

What is our answer given in response to the calling in
the gospel of Mark? “Be on watch” “Stay awake”. Salvation
is among us Christians but is still not yet certain until the
end of time. We learn a lesson from the Babylonian
captivity and look into our contemporary world of our
own personal journey. There are temptations and many
turns in the road. How often we see today faith life ends
after the Christian Initiation sacraments are received.
These nominal Christianity practice is all too prevalent.
As long as we are free, our life in God can take a turn for
the worse. The only cure is our alertness and to believe
'\ firmly that Salvation in Christ is a lifetime serious matter of
“\'p;aramount importance.

Y&

The Israelite’s eyes were turned to the future, and so
should those of the parishioners. When we recount the
deeds of God in the past and we can see his blessings
in the present. But there is still the unknown — the final
judgement belongs to the future. We must approach it
with courage and conviction.

Prayers
Lord, help us to keep our watchful eyes so that we
can turn to you; let us see your face in the suffering world
and we shall be saved.
Let us see your kindness so that our souls rejoice and
praise you: “Forever | will sing the goodness of the Lord.”
Lord, show us your love and grant us your salvation.
Let the peace of Christ control our hearts so that the
living word of God dwells in us richly. Amen.

Reference:
(1) https://www.vaticannews.va/ (Gospel Reflections).
(2) The Jerome Biblical commentary, by Raymond Brown.

(Source: Parish Formation Group)

Holy Father’s Prayer
Intention for December
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For a Life of Prayer

We pray that our personal relationship with
Jesus Christ be nourished by the Word of God
and a life of prayer.

RINISES
Ea e
ERSRELE
HY1E A B
FEENER
FESA
LT
PR

o



Living Word of God - December 2020

suddenly, he'
find you
sleeping.”

“Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know when the time will come.
.. Watch, therefore, you do not know when the lord of the house is
coming. ..... May he not come suddenly and find you sleeping. (Mark

13:33, 35a, 36)

Reflection

Liturgical season of Advent meaning the “coming of
Jesus” was intended and dedicated to the preparation of
His arrival. It is a stark reminder for us to be ready at all
times for the second coming (Parousia) of Jesus Christ at
the end of time. Advent started with Jesus’ calling each
and every one of us to be vigilant “Be watchful! Be alert!
You do not know when the time will come”. By reiterating
“I say to all: Watch” (Mark 13:33 & 37), Jesus urges us to be
on guard as the gate-keeper, which gives a taste of “little
apocalypse”.

Advent is future oriented from beginning to Christmas
time. The journey of advent anticipation is an integral part
of the Christmas celebration which leads us to the second
coming of Jesus Christ.

 to get
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This anticipation for salvation is the case
particularly for the people of God in captivity
in Babylon. The book of Isaiah reflects the
confusion of the exiled people in suffering
without knowing an end. (Isaiah 63: 16b-
17). They plead for the Lord’s return and that
salvation will soon arrive where the heaven
will split open and the mountains will quake
& in remembrance of the great deeds God
had done to save them in the past. They
believe even in exile that God would repeat
his saving acts and lead them safely out of
Babylonian captivity.

However, the coming of the Messiah
was never exactly as Isaiah had pleaded in
his prayers. (Isaiah 63:19) Salvation actually
came on a night serene and calm with the
birth of a child to respond to the needs of
a sinful nation. The hopeless exiled people
of God turned to God and remembered the
mercy of God in their suffering. They had
no temple and livestock to offer as burn
sacrifice. However, they have developed
their own genuine temple within their hearts and made
their martyrdom and suffering their sacrifice for the
expiation of the sins of the nation.

Today the world is suffering because people are made
captivity in medical separation and quarantine. Many
have lost their jobs and become impoverished, to be left
in a state of suffering and hopelessness. We all long for
the coming of the vaccines as their saviour to resolve their
economic and mental problems so that their plentiful lives
can return to normal.

Advent season continues with the Gospels of Saint
Mark, John and Luke, each beginning from the first chapter,
the Gospels contain an echoing message about sending
forerunners to prepare the way for the Lord’s arrival as the
restoration of the fallen world has already begun. However,
without genuine repentance and material changes in our
lavish religious lifestyle, there is no real forgiveness until
we cooperate with God’s plan to take care of the poor and
love one another in God’s name.

By proclaiming the good news, the birth of a Messiah,
the Son of God whom shall be name Jesus (Luke 1:26),

(continued on P.13)




We are not living in broad daylight, but awaiting the dawn,
amid darkness and weariness. The light of day will come
when we shall be with the Lord. Let us not lose heart: the
light of day will come, the shadows of night will be dispelled,
and the Lord, who died for us on the cross, will arise to
be our judge. Being watchful in expectation of his coming
means not letting ourselves be overcome by discouragement.
It is to live in hope. Just as before our birth, our loved ones
expectantly awaited our coming into the world, so now Love
in person awaits us. If we are awaited in Heaven, why should
we be caught up with earthly concerns? Why should we be
anxious about money, fame, success, all of which will pass
away? Why should we waste time complaining about the
night, when the light of day awaits us? Why should we look
for “patrons” to help advance our career? All these things
pass away. Be watchful, the Lord tells us.

Staying awake is not easy; it is really quite hard. At night,
it is natural to sleep. Even Jesus’s disciples did not manage
to stay awake when told to stay awake “in the evening, or
at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn” (cf. v. 35). Those
were the very times they were not awake: in the evening, at
the Last Supper, they betrayed Jesus; at midnight, they dozed
off; at the cock’s crow, they denied him; in the morning, they
let him be condemned to death. They did not keep watch.
They fell asleep. But that same drowsiness can also overtake
us. There is a dangerous kind of sleep: it is the slumber of
mediocrity. It comes when we forget our first love and grow
satisfied with indifference, concerned only for an untroubled
existence. Without making an effort to love God daily and
awaiting the newness he constantly brings, we become
mediocre, lukewarm, worldly. And this slowly eats away at
our faith, for faith is the very opposite of mediocrity: it is
ardent desire for God, a bold effort to change, the courage
to love, constant progress. Faith is not water that extinguishes
flames, it is fire that burns; it is not a tranquilizer for people
under stress, it is a love story for people in love! That is why
Jesus above all else detests lukewarmness (cf. Rev 3:16). God
clearly disdains the lukewarm.

How can we rouse ourselves from the slumber of
mediocrity? With the vigilance of prayer. When we pray,
we light a candle in the darkness. Prayer rouses us from the
tepidity of a purely horizontal existence and makes us lift our
gaze to higher things; it makes us attuned to the Lord. Prayer
allows God to be close to us; it frees us from our solitude
and gives us hope. Prayer is vital for life: just as we cannot
live without breathing, so we cannot be Christians without
praying. How much we need Christians who keep watch for
those who are slumbering, worshipers who intercede day
and night, bringing before Jesus, the light of the world, the
darkness of history. How much we need worshipers. We have
lost something of our sense of adoration, of standing in silent

of indifference. Those who are indifferent see everything
the same, as if it were night; they are unconcerned about
those all around them. When everything revolves around
us and our needs, and we are indifferent to the needs of
others, night descends in our hearts. Our hearts grow dark.
We immediately begin to complain about everything and
everyone; we start to feel victimized by everyone and end up
brooding about everything. It is a vicious circle. Nowadays,
that night seems to have fallen on so many people, who only
demand things for themselves, and are blind to the needs of
others.

How do we rouse ourselves from the slumber of
indifference? With the watchfulness of charity. To awaken us
from that slumber of mediocrity and lukewarmness, there is
the watchfulness of prayer. To rouse us from that slumber
of indifference, there is the watchfulness of charity. Charity
is the beating heart of the Christian: just as one cannot live
without a heartbeat, so one cannot be a Christian without
charity. Some people seem to think that being compassionate,
helping and serving others is for losers. Yet these are the only
things that win us the victory, since they are already aiming
towards the future, the day of the Lord, when all else will
pass away and love alone will remain. It is by works of mercy
that we draw close to the Lord. This is what we asked for in
today’s opening prayer: “Grant [us]... the resolve to run forth
to meet your Christ with righteous deeds at his coming”. The
resolve to run forth to meet Christ with good works. Jesus is
coming, and the road to meet him is clearly marked: it passes
through works of charity.

™

Dear brothers and sisters, praying and loving: that is
what it means to be watchful. When the Church worships
God and serves our neighbour, she does not live in the night.
However weak and weary, she journeys towards the Lord.
Let us now call out to him. Come, Lord Jesus, we need you!
Draw close to us. You are the light. Rouse us from the slumber
of mediocrity; awaken us from the darkness of indifference.
Come, Lord Jesus, take our distracted hearts and make them

1 \ adoration before the Lord. This is mediocrity, lukewarmness.

4% _ Thereisalsoanother kind of interior slumber: the slumber

()

watchful. Awaken within us the desire to pray and the need
to love.




Parish arrangements:
* Opening Hours of the Church:
(a) 7:00am — 8:00pm daily

exercises

* Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament:
(a) 7:30am - 9:00am Monday to Saturday
(b) 7:00am — 8:00pm on Thursday

11:30am - 12:30pm (English)
¢ Sacrament of Reconciliation:
(a) 8:00am — 8:30am Monday, Wednesday, Friday

(c) Personal arrangements with priests

Saint Anthony’s Church Parish Newsletter ~o.604

Shepherd Flock’s
Dialogue December 2020

Chancery Notice: Temporary Suspension of Public Masses

For personal prayers, visits to the Blessed Sacrament, individual spiritual

[Special Intention: Containment of Coronavirus as soon as possible]
(c) Sunday: 7:00am — 8:00am; 8:30am — 9:30am; 10:00am — 11:00am (Chinese)

(b) 8:00am — 8:30am; 9:30am — 10:00am; 11:00am — 11:30am Sunday

Online Mass & Services:

* Sunday Masses participation through the
diocesan website www.catholic.org.hk and
receive Holy Communion spiritually; OR
reflecting on the Sunday liturgical text, reading
the Bible or saying the Rosary, etc.

* The faithful can avail themselves of various
online services to take part in daily Masses
or spiritual exercises, such as the Rosary, the
Angelus and daily morning prayer by visiting
the diocesan website, the Sunday Examiner
website (http://www.examiner.org.hk/), the
“Click to Pray” network (https://clicktopray.
org),etc.

Reflect with Pope Francis

Advent Season: Remembering Closeness of God

The readings of the First Sunday of Advent (29 November)
propose two key words for the Advent season: closeness
and watchfulness. God’s closeness and our watchfulness.
The prophet Isaiah says that God is close to us, while in the
Gospel Jesus urges us to keep watch in expectation of his
return.

Closeness. Isaiah begins by speaking personally to God:
“You, O Lord, are our father” (63:16). “Never has anyone
heard”, he continues, “[of] any God, other than you, who has
done so much for those who trust in him” (cf. 64:3). We are
reminded of the words of Deuteronomy: who is like the Lord
our God, so close to us whenever we call upon him? (cf. 4:7).
Advent is the season for remembering that closeness of God
who came down to dwell in our midst. The prophet goes on
to ask God to draw close to us once more: “O that you would
tear open the heavens and come down!” (Is 64:1). We prayed
for this in today’s responsorial psalm: “Turn again... come to
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save us” (Ps 80:15.3). We often begin our prayers with the
invocation: “God, come to my assistance”. The first step of
faith is to tell God that we need him, that we need him to be
close to us.

This is also the first message of Advent and the liturgical
year: we need to recognize God’s closeness and to say to
him: “Come close to us once more!” God wants to draw
close to us, but he will not impose himself; it is up to us
to keep saying to him: “Come!” This is our Advent prayer:
“Come!” Advent reminds us that Jesus came among us and
will come again at the end of time. Yet we can ask what
those two comings mean, if he does not also come into our
lives today? So let us invite him. Let us make our own the
traditional Advent prayer: “Come, Lord Jesus” (Rev 22:20).
The Book of Revelation ends with this prayer: “Come, Lord
Jesus”. We can say that prayer at the beginning of each day
and repeat it frequently, before our meetings, our studies and
our work, before making decisions, in every more important
or difficult moment in our lives: Come, Lord Jesus! It is a little
prayer, yet one that comes from the heart. Let us say it in this
Advent season. Let us repeat it: “Come, Lord Jesus!”

If we ask Jesus to come close to us, we will train
ourselves to be watchful. Today Mark’s Gospel presented us
with the end of Jesus’ final address to his disciples, which
can be summed up in two words: “Be watchful!” The Lord
repeats these words four times in five verses (cf. Mk 13:33-
35.37). It is important to remain watchful, because one
great mistake in life is to get absorbed in a thousand things
and not to notice God. Saint Augustine said: “Timeo lesum
transeuntem” (Sermons, 88, 14, 13), “I fear that Jesus will pass
by me unnoticed”. Caught up in our own daily concerns (how
well we know this!), and distracted by so many vain things,
we risk losing sight of what is essential. That is why today
the Lord repeats: “To all, | say: be watchful!” (Mk 13:37). Be
watchful, attentive.

Having to be watchful, however, means it is now night.



