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| first met Father Stanislaus Loh (F% & #74% 5 » 1929-
2020) in 1971 when | was with the Catholic Youth
Association of St. Anthony’s Church in Hong Kong.

That was the year when Fr. Loh was assigned to St.
Anthony’s Church by the Salesians of Don Bosco. His
main duty was as Principal of St. Anthony’s School, while
also being involved as a Spiritual Director for our Catholic
Youth Association and Musical Director of the different
choirs at the Church, due to his impressive musical
background.

Over the years | marvelled at his cheerfulness, his
kind words and positivity — no matter to whom he was
talking — and his straight-forward manner and sincerity.

Even after moving with my husband and daughter to
Canada, | kept in touch with Fr. Loh and would visit him
whenever | went back to Hong Kong to visit my parents.
He, in return, saw us on two occasions when he came to
Toronto where he had many students, and on one of these
visits he stayed at our house.

This allowed us to witness firsthand his strict regimen
— even when he was travelling — of rising very early and
performing his daily mass, even when there was no one
else attending the mass. But, while strict with himself he
was generous with others. For example, when we gave
him a cashmere scarf to help keep the cold at bay on a
winter’s day, we discovered the following day that Fr. Loh
had given it away. He explained simply: “Someone else
needed it more than me.”

On another occasion, the waiter at a restaurant
accidently spilled some sauce onto Fr. Loh’s pants. He was
not angry at all, but when we got back to my home he
asked politely if I minded putting the pants in the washer
as he had to continue travelling the next day. | asked him
how many pairs of pants he had. His answer: “One”.
When | asked him why only one, he responded by asking
me: “How many pairs of pants could | wear at one time?”

In addition to being a spiritual guide, Fr. Loh had
always given very good life advice, so it was only natural
that when my father was back in Hong Kong had a serious
heart attack, | called Fr. Loh from Canada. Being so far
away at that time | did not know what to do.

Fr. Loh was so helpful and reassuring and immediately
went to the hospital to visit my father. He was also the one
who baptized my father while he was very sick and at
the final stage performed my father’s funeral service. | will
always feel indebted to Fr. Loh for his kindness.

In Memory of

a Most Exceptz ;

. Priest... L
by Footprints

While this is just my own personal experience, | know
without a doubt that there are many other stories about
this hard-working priest who lived for his parishioners,
students and friends, all of whom could provide illuminating
anecdotes about this most exceptional priest.

This is an extract from one of his favourites — the
Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi:

Make me a channel of Your peace,

Where there is despair in life, let me bring hope;
Where there is darkness, only light;

And where there is sadness, ever joy.

Sl S

Holy Father’s
Prayer Intention for November
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Artificial Intelligence
We pray that the progress of robotics and artificial
intelligence may always serve humankind.

RAIE=
EHBARATEZNER  BRURBAES
SR



Living Word of God - November 2020 |

He [Jesus] began to teach them, saying: Blessed are they who mourn,
for they will be comforted. ..... Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be
called children of God. Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. .... Rejoice and be glad,
for your reward will be great in heaven. (Matt 5:2-12a)

Reflection

The eight beatitudes in the gospel of Matthew are in
contradiction with conventional wisdom. They are selected
for the All Saints” Day celebration as a key description of
what a saint is. These beatitudes describe the act of Jesus
himself as well as all those who know and follow him.

Joan Chittister warns us that: “where passion is lacking
and religious life become routine, the life is dead. When
religious life bent on being socially safe and legally proper,
the life is dead.” When religious life is burning out from a
torch into ember the life is dead.

Instead of the eight beatitudes, our lack of passion are
routine religious life has clear objectives for wealth, power,
dissipation, hedonism, wickedness, strength, violence,
slave driving and oppression for self-interest.

We see the old paradigms collapsing. The new
emerging virtues require our patience and vigilance because
we cannot see them among the secular temptations. We
have neglected our own passions that transcend us into
the image of God. Our religious life needs to reclaim its
identity by reflecting into the teachings behind the eight
beatitudes. Dialogue with the world can induce profound
changes in our religious insight to explore sufferings of
people who face poverty, poverty, social oppression,
hunger, thirst, and communities tortured and divided by
war and violence.

We live in a broken world. In our radical union with
this world, we ourselves are also torn apart. Our Christian
mission was meant to be healing to both ourselves and
others. We must learn to live with our own wounds.
Sometimes the questions to the present challenges of our
wounds cannot be answered until we live into it. Instead
of shying away, we must face it with passionate endurance.
As Heidegger reminds us in his Letter on Humanism: to
wait means to listen, to be vulnerable, to be poor as a
shepherd is poor. Living “into” the question is experiencing
the answer in its deepest dimension; as in the deepest
dimension the underlying question which does not own
the truth as clear and distinct, but shepherds the mystery.?’

e This idea may seem weird when we are
livinginabio-technological age where science
apparently promises to solve all problems and
leave no questions unanswered. It is difficult
to just wait in humility to fetch the core of the
question in order to address them. This is how
faith and fundamental obedience come into
action as our unifying force whereby we can
truly live in a holistic and mature community.
By examining our questions with an open
mind and with trust-filled love and care,
we can walk as wounded healers with our
culture, explore them contextually to unleash
the depth of the questions and resolve the
problems hidden under the surface.

What has all these to do with a saint? A
saint is one worthy of God endured in faithful
obedience throughout his life. In 1 John 3:1-
3, “The reason the world does not know us
is that it did not know him ........... As Jesus
is pure himself, everyone who has this love,
faith and hope based on him makes himself
pure, as he is pure.” Jesus used the eight beatitudes to
announce the characters of all who want to follow him to
be his disciples.

Solidarity requires contextualization and inculturation.
It does not seem possible today to be destitute as well
as effective in the elimination of economic hegemony.
It needs to speak and encounter the world with our
own deep-down helplessness, powerlessness and even
sinfulness in order to find an answer to the wounds of
the world. Paul’s cry to destitution in 2 Corinthians 12:7-9
received a flank response from Jesus.

“My grace is enough for you, for in weakness power
reaches perfection.” And so Paul willingly boasted his
weakness instead so that ‘the power of Christ may rest
upon me’. Paul is the poor in spirit par excellence.

We see in Paul the Apostle these characters of Jesus’
disciples. Jesus demands disciples not only to possess
correct attitudes and values but also to put these virtues
into action.

Prayer

O Lord Jesus! We are honoured by our participation
in the communion with the saints through our earthbound
celebration of the Eucharist.

Help us to understand that life in Christian community
does not guarantee secular bliss. There are also moments
of trial and discomfort. Please bless us with wisdom to
understand the depth of the challenges ahead and the
courage to live out the overarching truth of solitude in
outreaching to the needy. With the beatitude of Jesus we
can extend our solidarity to the world with endurance
even in our moments of grief. Amen.

Reference:

(1) Barbara Fiend: Wrestling with God. Religious Life in search of its
Soul. Claretian Publication 2002, pg. 18.

(2) Martin Heidegger: Letter on Humanism, c/o Barbara Fiend:
Wrestling with God, pg. 22.

(Source: Parish Formation Group)
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“The mission, the ‘Church on the move’, is not a
programme, an enterprise to be carried out by sheer force
of will. It is Christ who makes the Church go out of herself.
In the mission of evangelization, you move because
the Holy Spirit pushes you, and carries you” (Senza di
Lui non possiamo fare nulla: Essere missionari oggi nel
mondo. Una conversazione con Gianni Valente, Libreria
Editrice Vaticana: San Paolo, 2019, 16-17). God always
loves us first and with this love comes to us and calls
us. Our personal vocation comes from the fact that we
are sons and daughters of God in the Church, his family,
brothers and sisters in that love that Jesus has shown us.
All, however, have a human dignity founded on the divine
invitation to be children of God and to become, in the
sacrament of Baptism and in the freedom of faith, what
they have always been in the heart of God.

Life itself, as a gift freely received, is implicitly an
invitation to this gift of self: it is a seed which, in the
baptized, will blossom as a response of love in marriage
or in virginity for the kingdom of God. Human life is born
of the love of God, grows in love and tends towards love.
No one is excluded from the love of God, and in the holy
sacrifice of Jesus his Son on the cross, God conquered
sin and death (cf. Rom 8:31-39). For God, evil — even
sin — becomes a challenge to respond with even greater
love (cf. Mt 5:38-48; Lk 22:33-34). In the Paschal Mystery,
divine mercy heals our wounded humanity and is poured
out upon the whole universe. The Church, the universal
sacrament of God’s love for the world, continues the
mission of Jesus in history and sends us everywhere so
that, through our witness of faith and the proclamation of
the Gospel, God may continue to manifest his love and
in this way touch and transform hearts, minds, bodies,
societies and cultures in every place and time.

Mission is a free and conscious response to God's
call. Yet we discern this call only when we have a personal
relationship of love with Jesus present in his Church. Let us
ask ourselves: are we prepared to welcome the presence
of the Holy Spirit in our lives, to listen to the call to mission,
whether in our life as married couples or as consecrated
persons or those called to the ordained ministry, and in
all the everyday events of life? Are we willing to be sent
forth at any time or place to witness to our faith in God
the merciful Father, to proclaim the Gospel of salvation in
Jesus Christ, to share the divine life of the Holy Spirit by
building up the Church? Are we, like Mary, the Mother of
Jesus, ready to be completely at the service of God’s will

(cf. Lk 1:38)? This interior openness is essential if we are
to say to God: “Here am |, Lord, send me” (cf. Is 6:8). And
this, not in the abstract, but in this chapter of the life of the
Church and of history.

Understanding what God is saying to us at this time
of pandemic also represents a challenge for the Church’s
mission. Iliness, suffering, fear and isolation challenge us.
The poverty of those who die alone, the abandoned, those
who have lost their jobs and income, the homeless and
those who lack food challenge us. Being forced to observe
social distancing and to stay at home invites us to rediscover
that we need social relationships as well as our communal
relationship with God. Far from increasing mistrust and
indifference, this situation should make us even more
attentive to our way of relating to others. And prayer, in
which God touches and moves our hearts, should make
us ever more open to the need of our brothers and sisters
for dignity and freedom, as well as our responsibility to
care for all creation. The impossibility of gathering as a
Church to celebrate the Eucharist has led us to share the
experience of the many Christian communities that cannot
celebrate Mass every Sunday. In all of this, God’s question:
“Whom shall I send?” is addressed once more to us and
awaits a generous and convincing response: “Here am |,
send me!” (Is 6:8). God continues to look for those whom
he can send forth into the world and to the nations to bear
witness to his love, his deliverance from sin and death, his
liberation from evil (cf. Mt 9:35-38; Lk 10:1-12).

The celebration of World Mission Day is also an
occasion for reaffirming how prayer, reflection and the
material help of your offerings are so many opportunities
to participate actively in the mission of Jesus in his Church.
The charity expressed in the collections that take place
during the liturgical celebrations of the third Sunday
of October is aimed at supporting the missionary work
carried out in my name by the Pontifical Mission Societies,
in order to meet the spiritual and material needs of peoples
and Churches throughout the world, for the salvation of
all.

May the Most Blessed Virgin Mary, Star of
Evangelization and Comforter of the Afflicted, missionary
disciple of her Son Jesus, continue to intercede for us and
sustain us.

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 31 May 2020, Solemnity of Pentecost
Franciscus
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Shepherd Flock’s
Dialogue November 2020

Liturgy activities for the month of November 2020

2nd November
All Souls Day Mass
7:15am, 7:50am, 6:00pm (Chinese)

1st November
All Saints Day

6th November

First Friday of the month

Devotion to Sacred Heart of Jesus Mass
8:00pm (Chinese)

8th November
32nd Sunday of the Year

15th November
33rd Sunday of the Year

18th November

Mass
6:00pm (Chinese)

Commemoration of All Faithful Departed

22nd November

Feast of Christ the King
Commissioning for Parish
Evangelization Outreach

29th November
1st Sunday of Advent
(Year B)

Welcome to 11:30am English Mass

Pope Francis’ World Mission Day 2020 Message
Here am |, send me (saiah 6:8)

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

| wish to express my gratitude to God for the
commitment with which the Church throughout the
world carried out the Extraordinary Missionary Month
last October. | am convinced that it stimulated missionary
conversion in many communities on the path indicated by
the theme: “Baptized and Sent: the Church of Christ on
Mission in the World”.

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying,
"Whom shall I send? Who will go for us?"
"Here I am," I said; "send mel"

Isaiah 6:8

In this year marked by the suffering and challenges
created by the Covid-19 pandemic, the missionary journey
of the whole Church continues in light of the words found
in the account of the calling of the prophet Isaiah: “Here
am |, send me” (6:8). This is the ever new response to the
Lord’s question: “Whom shall I send?” (ibid.). This invitation
from God'’s merciful heart challenges both the Church and
humanity as a whole in the current world crisis. “Like the
disciples in the Gospel we were caught off guard by an
unexpected, turbulent storm. We have realized that we
are on the same boat, all of us fragile and disoriented, but
at the same time important and needed, all of us called to
row together, each of us in need of comforting the other.
On this boat... are all of us. Just like those disciples, who
spoke anxiously with one voice, saying ‘We are perishing’

(v. 38), so we too have realized that we cannot go on
thinking of ourselves, but only together can we do this”
(Meditation in Saint Peter’s Square, 27 March 2020). We are
indeed frightened, disoriented and afraid. Pain and death
make us experience our human frailty, but at the same
time remind us of our deep desire for life and liberation
from evil. In this context, the call to mission, the invitation
to step out of ourselves for love of God and neighbour
presents itself as an opportunity for sharing, service and
intercessory prayer. The mission that God entrusts to
each one of us leads us from fear and introspection to a
renewed realization that we find ourselves precisely when
we give ourselves to others.

In the sacrifice of the cross, where the mission of Jesus
is fully accomplished (cf. Jn 19:28-30), God shows us that
his love is for each and every one of us (cf. Jn 19:26-27).
He asks us to be personally willing to be sent, because he
himself is Love, love that is always “on mission”, always
reaching out in order to give life. Out of his love for us,
God the Father sent his Son Jesus (cf. Jn 3:16). Jesus is the
Father’s Missionary: his life and ministry reveal his total
obedience to the Father’s will (cf. Jn 4:34; 6:38; 8:12-30;
Heb 10:5-10). Jesus, crucified and risen for us, draws us
in turn into his mission of love, and with his Spirit which
enlivens the Church, he makes us his disciples and sends
us on a mission to the world and to its peoples.

BN R




