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(continued from P.8)

Healing the World to Build Something Better

Starting from the Love of God: Make Coronavirus Vaccine Available to All

: Today we have an

opportunity to build
something  different. ~ For
example, we can nurture
an economy of the integral
development of the poor,
and not of providing
assistance. By this | do not
wish to condemn assistance:

aid is important. | am
thinking of the voluntary
sector. Yes, aid does this,

but we must go beyond this,
to resolve the problems that
lead us to provide aid. The
preferential option for the

- E k. poor, this ethical-social need
that comes from God’s love (cf. LS, 158), inspires us to conceive
of and design an economy where people, and especially the
poorest, are at the centre. And it also encourages us to plan
the treatment of viruses by prioritising those who are most in
need. It would be sad if, for the vaccine for Covid-19, priority
were to be given to the richest! It would be sad if this vaccine
were to become the property of this nation or another, rather
than universal and for all.

If the virus were to intensify again in a world that is unjust
to the poor and vulnerable, then we must change this world.
Following the example of Jesus, the doctor of integral divine
love, that is, of physical, social and spiritual healing (cf. Jn 5:6-
9) - like the healing worked by Jesus - we must act now, to
heal the epidemics caused by small, invisible viruses, and to
heal those caused by the great and visible social injustices.

| propose that this be done by starting from the love of
God, placing the peripheries at the centre and the last in
first place. Do not forget that protocol by which we will
be judged, Matthew, chapter 25. Let us put it into practice
in this recovery from the epidemic. And starting from this
tangible love - as the Gospel says, there - anchored in hope
and founded in faith, a healthier world will be possible.
Otherwise, we will come out of the crisis worse. May the
Lord help us, and give us the strength to come out of it
better, responding to the needs of today’s world.

(Pope francis General Audience, 19 August 2020)

Holy Father’s Prayer

Intention for September
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Respect for the

Planet’s Resources

We pray that the planet’s
resources will not be
plundered, but shared in a:
just and respectful manner.
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! Living Word of God

Ezekiel 33:8-9
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“When | say to the wicked, ‘You wicked, you must die,’
and you do not speak up to warn the wicked about
their ways, they shall die in their sins, but | will hold you
responsible for their blood.” (Ezekiel 33:8)

Reflection

The oracle of Ezekiel reminds us how we should treat
our neighbour’s conversion as part of our own responsibility
to attain our own salvation. We are all very keen on
exercising our authority to rebuke others’ wrong doings.
However, providing guidance to correct other’s evil deeds is
not something any of us desire.

In Ezekiel 33:8, the teaching on correction is clearly
stated. He is called to address the evildoer. But God wants
him to warn the wicked and try to turn him away from his
way rather to sentence him to death. Correction is free from
any form of retaliation or vindictiveness. The essence of a
true correction behind the prophetic voice is in seeking the
good of the other party rather than escalate our own ego.
No matter how unwilling we are to take the step to help our
friends repent, this is one of the moments that silence is not
golden because we shall be held responsible for our “sin of
omission”.

It requires courage to take the first correctional step
because not all intervention can prove to be productive. It
demands valid counsel given in love and empathy. Often
dialogue in openness and sincerity will win. A spirit of
solicitude can lead to true confession and eventually lead to
correction of wrong behaviour.

What is sin? Sin is “a word, an act, or a desire contrary
to the eternal Law” (Saint Augustine). It is an offense against
God in disobedience to his love. It wounds human nature and
injures human solidarity. Christ in his Passion fully revealed
the seriousness of sin and overcome it with his mercy.

There are a variety of sins. They can be distinguished
according to their object or according to the virtues or
commandments which they violate. They can directly
concern God, neighbour, or ourselves. They can be divided
into sins of thought, of word, of deed, or of omission. (ccc
1853).

Sin of commission are sins we commit by doing something
we shouldn’t do. It is the type of sins that we are familiar with
and are easily recognizable sins regarding something did that
should not have been done. Sins of omissions are sins we
commit by not doing something that we should have done.

In every decision, we choose what we think will make
us freer. Even when we say no to God, we aim to affirm
our freedom. And in that affirmation, we implicitly affirm
the divine self for it is God who created us in freedom. It is
God who invites us to exercise that freedom in a responsible
manner. (Ill. 3-B, p. 99) @

September' 2020

Some argue that our destiny is predetermined. They
argue that we can only say yes to God. Even when we say
no, we are not contending with the true God’s will, rather we
are refusing some finite imaginary God. They argue that since
God is omnipotent no one can really refuse the divine self.
But the famous German theologian Karl Rahner disagrees
with determinism because if we could not refuse God there
would be no real freedom. (lll. 3. C, p. 99) ®bid

We have every freedom to say ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ to God. Our
freedom involves not just people, actions, and all creations,
but also God. Our freedom makes us responsible for our own
wrong doing.

The true essence of God includes both justice and
mercifulness. We are called to recognize God’s goodness in
everything yet we are reminded to heed on what God will
exercise his justice on at the fullness of time. These characters
have repeatedly been stated in the God-man covenant
relationship. When we do not do what is right to correct
our neighbour, we are held accountable for rejecting God’s
mercy on our neighbour which might had been postulated
through our own prophetic act.

“The Lord does righteous deeds, bring justice to all the
oppressed. Merciful and gracious is the Lord, slow to anger,
abounding in mercy. For as the heavens tower over the earth,
so his mercy towers over those who fear him. As far as the
east is from the west, so far has he removed our sins from us.”
(Psalm 103:6, 8, 11-12)

God'’s justice and mercifulness are disclosed in
the praises found in the Old Testament of the Scripture
particularly in Psalms.

w‘vw — v &
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We cannot expect God to waive the damage we do
ourselves in wrong doing, but God can lead us away from
sin by sending his prophets to warn us to stay away from our
sinful act. What we need to do is to open our deaf ears and
listen to the prophetic voice of God.

Prayers

Almighty God our Father, we are created in your image
and should act according to your justice and mercifulness.
Yet we have often acted ungratefully and manifested our
sinful nature, anger and slowness to forgive. Please help us
proclaim your love to our neighbour and show compassion
to them. Help us to recognize both sins of commissions and
omissions and speak up to warn others in your name. Help us
to listen to the warnings of your prophets so that we can all
gather around your alter blamelessly in the presence of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Reference:

(1) Catechism of the Catholic Church, Veritas 1994. #1853, pg. 409.

(2) Karl Rahner, Foundation of Christian Faith. The Crossroad
Publishing Company 1904, Ill. 3. B, pg. 99.

(3)ibid, 111 3. C, pg. 99.

(Source: Parish Formation Group)



Parish arrangements:
¢ Opening Hours of the Church:
(a) 7:00am — 8:00pm daily

spiritual exercises

¢ Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament:
(a) 7:30 — 9:00am Monday to Saturday
(b) 7:00 — 8:00pm on Thursday

11:30am — 12:30pm (English)
acrament of Reconciliation:
8:00 — 8:30am Monday, Wednesday, Friday

S
(
(
(

c) Personal arrangements with priests

Reflection with Pope Francis

For personal prayers, visits to the Blessed Sacrament, individual

[Special Intention: Containment of Coronavirus as soon as possible]
(c) Sunday: 7:00 — 8:00am; 8:30 — 9:30am; 10:00 — 11:00am (Chinese)

a)
b) 8:00 — 8:30am; 9:30 — 10:00am; 11:00 — 11:30am Sunday
)

Saint Anthony’s Church Parish Newsletter ~No.601

Shepherd Flock’s
Dialogue September 2020

Chancery Notice: Temporary Suspension of Public Masses

Online Mass & Services:

* Sunday Masses participation through
the diocesan website www.catholic.org.hk
and receive Holy Communion spiritually;
OR reflecting on the Sunday liturgical text,
reading the Bible or saying the Rosary, etc.

* The faithful can avail themselves of various
online services to take part in daily Masses
or spiritual exercises, such as the Rosary,
the Angelus and daily morning prayer by
visiting the diocesan website, the “Click to
Pray” network (https://clicktopray.org),
the Sunday Examiner website (http:/
www.examiner.org.hk/), etc.

Healing the World to Build Something Better

Starting from the Love of God:
Make Coronavirus Vaccine Available to All

The pandemic has exposed the plight of the poor and
the great inequality that reigns in the world. And the virus,
while it does not distinguish between people, has found, in
its devastating path, great inequalities and discrimination.
And it has exacerbated them!

The response to the pandemic is therefore dual. On
the one hand, it is essential to find a cure for this small but
terrible virus, which has brought the whole world to its knees.
On the other, we must also cure a larger virus, that of social
injustice, inequality of opportunity, marginalisation, and
the lack of protection for the weakest. In this dual response
for healing there is a choice that, according to the Gospel,
cannot be lacking: the preferential option for the poor (see
Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium [EG], 195). And this
is not a political option; nor is it an ideological option, a
party option... no. The preferential option for the poor is at
the centre of the Gospel. And the first to do this was Jesus.
Since He was rich, He made Himself poor to enrich us. He
made Himself one of us and for this reason, at the centre
of the Gospel, there is this option, at the centre of Jesus’
proclamation.

Faith, hope and love
necessarily push us towards
this preference for those most
in need, which goes beyond
necessary assistance (cf. EG,
198). Indeed it implies walking
together, letting ourselves be
evangelised by them, who
know the suffering Christ
well, letting ourselves be
“infected” by their experience
of salvation, by their wisdom
and by their creativity (see
ibid). Sharing with the poor means mutual enrichment.

We are all worried about the social consequences of
the pandemic. All of us. Many people want to return to
normality and resume economic activities. Certainly, but
this “normality” should not include social injustices and the
degradation of the environment. The pandemic is a crisis,
and we do not emerge from a crisis the same as before: either
we come out of it better, or we come out of it worse. We
must come out of it better, to counter social injustice and
environmental damage.

(continued on P.6)



