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Living Word of God -

- August 2020

Paul has categorized the potential threats that separate us from
the love of Christ into common “physical and secular” focuses and
the supernatural “nature and cosmic” powers. What is your answer
if we were asked the same question by Paul today?

Our first act of the Christian life was to undergo baptism, and
the whole of Christian life is to foster that seed to fruit. Nothing
should separate us from the love of Christ: “you have been born
anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living
and enduring word of God” (1 Peter 2:23).

Christians who through Baptism have died with Christ to sin
(Rom 6:2-4) are freed from the law. Yet through transgressions we
are often sinful and cut ourselves off from the love of Christ. For if
you live according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the spirit you
put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.

The General Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM)® use the

dignity, rights and duties of the lay faithful in the liturgy to express
the community of the baptized. It sheds light on whether there can
be a greater dignity than being a child of God bathing in the love of
God with Christ (Rom 8:17).

The Mass is that
sacrificial meal in which
the sacrifice of the cross
is continuously made
real present in the church
(GIRM 72). The prefaces
within the Eucharistic
Prayers are described
as expression  of
thanksgiving that reveals
the mystery of salvation
s (GIRM 364).

During the challenge of COVID 19 outbreak and social event
in the past year Christians may wonder “where is our omnipotent
God?” This trial of pandemic helps us to reflect on the statement
that “What have been regarded as a matter of course like going to
Mass on every Sunday were seemed out of reach.”

Upon stabilization of the pandemic Christians can gather
together in our parish as one body of Christ to celebrate and receive
the Eucharist. Once again, the Eucharist makes it possible for us to
overcome fears in the pandemic and gives us the hope (in analogy
to the hope in exile of the Israelite in the wilderness) to bear the fruit
of newness of life in God with peace of mind.

[n its deepest healing power, the Eucharistic Celebration is more
than an exemplar of church liturgy and teaching, it can also heal us
from our transgression and sufferings. It is an expression of the very
mystery of the church, the sanctification of the Cosmos by God,
and our response in Christ. The prayers and rites are proclamations

-

and songs of faith (GIRM 392) that e
demand actions of a real Christian
to be taken seriously.

The Catechism of the Catholic
Church composes of four parts
corresponding to the fundamental
laws of life in Christ. @ The first
part, entitled “The Profession of
Faith” the lex credendi, contains a
synthesis of the faith professed by

can separate you fromt
the Loveof God.

“What will separate us from the love of Christ? Will
anguish, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or peril, or the sword? (Rom 8:35)

the Catholic Church, as expressed in the Creed. In the liturgical
profession of the Creed, the Christian assembly keeps the principal
truths of the faith alive in memory. The second part, entitled “The
Celebration of the Christian Mystery” the lex celebrandi, presents
the essential elements of the Eucharist celebration. The proclamation
of the Gospel finds its authentic response in the sacramental life,
through which Christians experience and witness, in every moment
of their existence, the saving power of the paschal mystery by which
Christ has accomplished our redemption. The third part, entitled
“Life in Christ”, recalls the lex vivendi, through which the baptized
manifest their commitment to the faith they have professed and
celebrated, through their actions and ethical choices. The Christian
faithful are called by the Lord Jesus to act in a way which befits their
dignity as children of the Father in the charity of the Holy Spirit. The
fourth part, entitled “Christian Prayer”, summarizes the lex orand,
the life of prayer. Christians are called to the dialogue with God
in prayers. A privileged expression of prayer is the Our Father, the
prayer that Jesus has taught us.

What we profess in the creed are not empty words nor lip
worship but rather they should become what we live in our daily
response to God in our own act and in our prayers. Not only should
the law of prayer become the law of our belief, the way we worship
become what we celebrate, but our daily life should also act in
fellowship with our brothers and sisters to manifest what we believe.

Prayers

Almighty God our Father, we pray that we should live as we
truly believed that nothing can separate us from the love of God so
that we can consciously walk through each day of our life. Guide us
to live intentionally every day in faith under the shelter of your love.

We beg for your omnipotent and all-conquering saving grace
so that we can walk with Jesus
to overcome every obstacle and
every threat in life that separate
us from God and stop us from
reaching Christ’s salvation.
Please grant us the grace that we &
need to overcome all afflictions | 4
and trials. Amen '

Reference:

(1) Gerard Moore, The General Instruction of the Roman
Missal, Paulist Press 2007, p 39 - 41

(2) Compendium Catechism of the Catholic Church, United
States Conference of Catholic Bishops Washington, DC.
Eleventh Printing, February 2017 xvi

(Source: Parish Formation Group)
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ath of the Kingdom is creativity, always trying to do more.
And creativity is what takes life and gives life, and gives, and
gives, and gives... It always looks for many other ways to
give life.

Jesus, Who is the hidden treasure and the pearl of great
value, cannot but inspire joy, all the joy of the world: the joy
of discovering a meaning in life, the joy of committing oneself
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May the Blessed Virgin help us to search every day for
the treasure of the Kingdom of Heaven, so that the love God
has given us through Jesus may be manifested in our words
and gestures.

to the adventure of holiness.

(Pope Francis Angelus, 26 July 2020)
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Coronavirus Protection Prayer from Pope Francis

“We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God”.

In the present tragic situation, when the whole world is
prey to suffering and anxiety, we fly to you, Mother of God
and our Mother, and seek refuge under your protection.

Virgin Mary, turn your merciful eyes towards us
amid this coronavirus pandemic. Comfort those who are
distraught and mourn their loved ones who have died,
and at times are buried in a way that grieves them deeply.
Be close to those who are concerned for their loved ones
who are sick and who, in order to prevent the spread of
the disease, cannot be close to them. Fill with hope those
who are troubled by the uncertainty of the future and the
consequences for the economy and employment.

Mother of God and our Mother, pray for us to God,
the Father of mercies, that this great suffering may end and
that hope and peace may dawn anew. Plead with your
divine Son, as you did at Cana, so that the families of the
sick and the victims be comforted, and their hearts be
opened to confidence and trust.

Protect those doctors, nurses, health workers and
volunteers who are on the frontline of this emergency, and
are risking their lives to save others. Support their heroic
effort and grant them strength, generosity and continued
health.

Be close to those who assist the sick night and day,
and to priests who, in their pastoral concern and fidelity
to the Gospel, are trying to help and support everyone.

Blessed Virgin, illumine the minds of men and women
engaged in scientific research, that they may find effective
solutions to overcome this virus.

Support national leaders, that with wisdom, solicitude
and generosity they may come to the aid of those lacking
the basic necessities of life and may devise social and
economic solutions inspired by farsightedness and
solidarity.

Mary Most Holy, stir our consciences, so that the
enormous funds invested in developing and stockpiling
arms will instead be spent on promoting effective research

on how to prevent similar tragedies
from occurring in the future.

Beloved Mother, help us
realize that we are all members of
one great family and to recognize
the bond that unites us, so
that, in a spirit of fraternity and
solidarity, we can help to alleviate
countless situations of poverty
and need. Make us strong in faith,
persevering in service, constant in

prayer.

Mary, Consolation of the afflicted, embrace all your
children in distress and pray that God will stretch out his
all-powerful hand and -
free us from this terrible
pandemic, so that life
can serenely resume
its normal course.

To you, who shine
on our journey as a
sign of salvation and
hope, do we entrust
ourselves, O Clement,
O Loving, O Sweet
Virgin Mary. Amen.

Holy Father’s Prayer
Intention for August
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The Maritime World
We pray for all those who
work and live from the

sea, among them sailors,
fishermen and their families.
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Pope Francis said: “At this time when the pandemic shows
no signs of coming to an end, | want to assure my closeness
to all those suffering from the illness and its economic and
social repercussions.”




Parish arrangements:
* Opening Hours of the Church:
(a) 7:00am — 8:00pm daily

spiritual exercises

¢ Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament:
(@) 7:30 — 9:00am Monday to Saturday
(b) 7:00 — 8:00pm on Thursday

11:30am — 12:30pm (English)

* Sacrament of Reconciliation:
(a) Cancel administering the Sacrament in Confession Rooms
(b) Personal arrangements with priests

Reflection with Pope Francis

For personal prayers, visits to the Blessed Sacrament, individual

[Special Intention: Containment of Coronavirus as soon as possible]

(c) Sunday: 7:00 — 8:00am; 8:30 — 9:30am; 10:00 — 11:00am (Chinese)

Saint Anthony’s Church Parish Newsletter No.600

Shepherd Flock’s e
Dialogue August 20207/ &

Chancery Notice: Temporary Suspension of Public Masses

Online Mass & Services:

* Sunday Masses participation through
the diocesan website www.catholic.org.hk
and receive Holy Communion spiritually;
OR reflecting on the Sunday liturgical text,
reading the Bible or saying the Rosary, etc.

* The faithful can avail themselves of various
online services to take part in daily Masses
or spiritual exercises, such as the Rosary,
the Angelus and daily morning prayer by
visiting the diocesan website, the “Click to
Pray” network (https://clicktopray.org),
the Sunday Examiner website (http:/
www.examiner.org.hk/), etc.

Building the Kingdom of Heaven

The Sunday’s Gospel reading of 26 July (see Mt 13:44-52)
consists of the final verses of the chapter Matthew devotes to
the parable of the Kingdom of Heaven. The passage includes
three parables that are very briefly outlined: that of the
hidden treasure, that of the precious pearl, and that of the
net cast into the sea.

I will look at the first two in which the Kingdom of Heaven
is compared to two different “precious” items, namely, the
hidden treasure in the field and the pearl of great value. The
reaction of he who finds the pearl or the treasure is practically
the same: the man and the merchant sell everything to buy
what is now most dear to them. With these two similes,
Jesus proposes to involve us in the building of the Kingdom
of Heaven, presenting an essential characteristic of Christian
life, of the life of the Kingdom of heaven: those who fully
pledge themselves to the Kingdom are those who are willing
to stake everything, who are courageous. Indeed, both the
man and the merchant in these two parables sell everything
they have, thus renouncing their material security. From this it
can be understood that the building of the Kingdom requires
not only the grace of God, but also the active willingness of
humanity. Everything is done by grace, everything! We need
only have the willingness to receive it, not to resist grace:
grace does everything but it takes “my” responsibility, “my”
willingness ... and who is responsible for this?

The gestures of the man and the merchant who seek to
buy more precious treasures, depriving themselves of their
goods, are decisive gestures, and radical gestures; but | would
say that they are “one way” gestures, not a “round trip”: they

are “one way” gestures. Moreover, they are gestures made
with joy because both of them have found treasure. We
are called upon to assume the attitude of these two Gospel
figures, so that we too may become healthily restless seekers
of the Kingdom of Heaven. It is a matter of abandoning the
heavy burden of our worldly sureties that prevent us from
searching and building up the Kingdom: the covetousness for
possession, the thirst for profit and power, and thinking only
of ourselves.

In our times, as we are all aware, some people’s lives
can end up mediocre and dull because they probably do not
go in search of real treasure: they are content with attractive
but fleeting things, whose bright lights prove illusory as they
give way to darkness. Instead the light of the Kingdom is
not like fireworks, it is light: fireworks last only an instant,
whereas the light of the Kingdom accompanies all our life.
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The Kingdom of Heaven is the opposite of the
superfluous things that the world offers, the opposite of a
dull life: it is a treasure that renews life every day and leads
it to extend towards wider horizons. Indeed, those who have
found this treasure have a creative and inquisitive heart,
which does not repeat but rather invents, tracing and setting
out on new paths which lead us to love God, to love others,
and to truly love ourselves. The sign of those who walk this



