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Jesus said :
DO NOT LET YOUR HEARTS
BE TROUBLED.
BELIEVE IN GOD;
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(continued from P.8)

Pope Francis’ Easter Message: “Christ, my hope, has arisen!”

vulnerable of our brothers and sisters living in the cities and
peripheries of every part of the world, not be abandoned.

This is not a time for self-centredness, because the challenge
we are facing is shared by all, without distinguishing between
persons. Among the many areas of the world affected by the
coronavirus, | think in a special way of Europe. The European
Union is presently facing an epochal challenge, on which will
depend not only its future but that of the whole world. Let
us not lose the opportunity to give further proof of solidarity,
also by turning to innovative solutions. The only alternative is
the selfishness of particular interests and the temptation of a
return to the past, at the risk of severely damaging the peaceful
coexistence and development of future generations.

This is not a time for division. May Christ our peace enlighten
all who have responsibility in conflicts, that they may have the
courage to support the appeal for an immediate global ceasefire
in all corners of the world. This is not a time for continuing to
manufacture and deal in arms, spending vast amounts of money
that ought to be used to care for others and save lives.

This is not a time for forgetfulness. The crisis we are facing

should not make us forget the many other crises that bring
suffering to so many people. May the Lord of life be close
to all those in Asia and Africa who are experiencing grave
humanitarian crises, as in the Province of Cabo Delgado in the
north of Mozambique. May he warm the hearts of the many
refugees displaced because of wars, drought and famine. May
he grant protection to migrants and refugees, many of them
children, who are living in unbearable conditions, especially in
Libya and on the border between Greece and Turkey. And | do
not want to forget the island of Lesvos. In Venezuela, may he
enable concrete and immediate solutions to be reached that can
permit international assistance to a population suffering from the
grave political, socio-economic and health situation.

Jesus 1S Risen!

Dear brothers and sisters, indifference, self-centredness,
division and forgetfulness are not words we want to hear at this
time. We want to ban these words for ever! They seem to prevail
when fear and death overwhelm us, that is, when we do not let
the Lord Jesus triumph in our hearts and lives. May Christ, who
has already defeated death and opened for us the way to eternal
salvation, dispel the darkness of our suffering humanity and lead
us into the light of his glorious day, a day that knows no end.

(Source: Vatican News)
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Living Word of God — May 2020

BUT YOU ARE

ac €4y PEOPLE,
a fé)?ul RIESTHOOD,
a ATION,

God’s Sea‘ POSSESSION,

THAT YOU MAY
DECLARE the pr@&%
of Him who called you
out of darkness into

His woholetful Logld’

1 Peter 2:9

Reflection

The baptismal instruction in the first letter of Peter
concentrates on how we benefit in the saving sacrifice of Christ,
who gave himself up in death to free us from our sins and the
power of death. Upon baptism we are crowned with four titles:
“a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a consecrated nation, and a
people of his own choosing.

From his citation of Isaiah 28:16 and Psalm 118:22 the
author explains to us what new life through baptism is like in the
metaphor of a new building for which Christ is the foundation
and the important corner stone. By the power of the Holy Spirit
who unites us all into one “people of God” in the church we are
incorporated as building blocks of the Body of Christ; made to
share in his priestly, prophetic and kingly office (LG 34-36)"; and
empowered to play an active part in the mission of the church.

The image of the church as ‘The people of God” has become
more and more popular among Catholic theologians because it
affirms the common identity and equal dignity of everyone in
the church. It also captures the dynamic eschatological quality
of a people on a pilgrimage. The one people of God are spread
throughout the world, diversed but united in one body, oriented
towards the one hope of the ideal kingdom of God that is already
here on earth but not yet accomplished until the eschaton.

Gaudium et Spes? turns from the individual sanctification
dimension of Chapter 1 into the communal sanctification
dimension of human life of Chapter 2 simply because God creates
people to be together to reflect the Trinitarian communion.
There is no boundary in the love of God. Let us shed all our
boundaries to spread the good news of God to all nations.

It pleases God to sanctify and save men not in isolation but
by making them into one people of God (c.c.c. 781, LG9)®. The
people of God are gathered together by the unity of the Father,
the Son and the Holy Spirit. Sanctification is not the same as
holiness. While sanctification is initialized by God, it requires
the cooperation of human and their willing acceptance in
freedom to reach holiness. Hence holiness is the outcome of
sanctification.

According to the Decree on the Apostolate of the Laity by
Pope Paul V1%, there is a diversity of ministry in our church
but only oneness in our mission. The laity share in the priestly,
prophetic, and royal office of Christ in the world. We laity
according to the state of our life, live in the midst of the world
and understand its concerns, we are called by God to exercise
our apostolate in the world.

We are consecrated to take up the royal priesthood and
the holy people as in 1 Peter 2:4-10. Not only should we offer
our physical and spiritual sacrifices in everything, but also, in
acceptance of the charisms of prophet, priesthood and kingship
through baptism and confirmation, we are sanctified and
equipped to bear witness to the risen Christ through our own
behaviour. These charisms give rise for each believer the right

and duty to use them in the church and in the world in the
freedom of the Holy Spirit who ‘breathes where He wills”. (John
3:8)
Prayers

Come down Lord the world is ill. It is ill not because of
the pandemic disease but because of hatred, selfishness and
mistrust sowed by their leaders to promote carping, apathy and
negative spirit which turn into racism, rivalry, discrimination and
competition of medical resources. Political walls and boundaries
created between nations have weakened our defense against
human threats. The lack of empathy, love and mercifulness
distorted our vision to the truth.

Lord Jesus please heal us by removing these walls and
make all nations into one people of God. Help us to realize
shepherding is not about amazing and great deeds of winning
over a war or ruling of a kingdom. It is about: “The lost I will
seek out, the strayed | will bring back the injured | will bind up,
the sick | will heal, shepherding them rightly.” (Ezekiel 34:16).

Lord, please remember us in our humble prayers for the
critically ill patients and the medical practitioners who have
devoted not only their own professional expertise but also their
own life to save these pandemic patients badly in need of help.

Let us end our prayer in a folk song called “Give me Oil”
to add oil to all the nations of the world: “ Give me Oil in my
lamp, keep me burning. Give me QOil in my lamp, | pray. Give
me Oil in my lamp, keep me burning. Keep me burning till the
break of day!”

Reference:

(1) Vatican Il Document: Lumen Gentium #34-#36.

(2) Vatican Il Document: Gaudium et Spes Ch.1 & 2.

(3) Catechism of the Catholic Church Veritas — Libreria Editrice Vaticana,
2994 781, also see Vatican || Document: Lumen Gentium #9.

(4) Pope Paul VI Decree on the Apostolate of the Laity, November 18,
1965.

(Source: Parish Formation Group)
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Parish arrangements:
¢ Opening Hours of the Church:
(@) 7:00am - 8:00pm daily
For personal prayers, visits to the Blessed Sacrament,
individual spiritual exercises
[Special Intention: Containment of Coronavirus as soon as
possible]

¢ Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament:
(@) 7:30 — 9:00am Monday to Saturday
(b) 7:00 — 8:00pm on Thursday
(c) Sunday: 8:30 — 9:30am; 10:00 — 11:00am (Chinese)
11:30am — 12:30pm (English)
* Listen to the Sunday readings and a homily;
Pray for Fighting Coronavirus;
Eucharistic Benediction

Saint Anthony’s Church Parish Newsletter No.597

Shepherd Flock’s
Dialogue May 2020

Chancery Notice: Temporary Suspension of Public Masses

%-I_i\

+ Sacrament of Reconciliation:
(a) 8:00 — 8:30am on Monday, Wednesday, Friday
(b) 8:00 - 8:30am; 9:30 — 10:00am; 11:00 — 11:30am on Sunday
(c) Personal arrangements with priests

Online Mass & Services:

¢ Daily and Sunday Masses participation through the
diocesan website www.catholic.org.hk and the Facebook
link of Sunday Examiner https://www.facebook.com/Sunday-
Examiner-609821205700415/, and receive Holy Communion
spiritually.

* Visits to the aforementioned websites for works of penance
and piety, and spiritual exercises, such as daily morning prayer,
Rosary and Angelus.

Pope Francis’ Easter Message: “Christ, my hope, has arisen!”

Dear brothers and sisters, Happy Easter!
Today (12 April) the Church’s proclamation echoes

throughout the world: “Jesus Christ is risen!” —
risen!”.

Like a new flame this Good News springs up in the night:
the night of a world already faced with epochal challenges
and now oppressed by a pandemic severely testing our whole
human family. In this night, the Church'’s voice rings out: “Christ,
my hope, has arisen!” (Easter Sequence).

This is a different “contagion”, a message transmitted from
heart to heart - for every human heart awaits this Good News. It
is the contagion of hope: “Christ, my hope, is risen!”. This is no
magic formula that makes problems vanish. No, the resurrection
of Christ is not that. Instead, it is the victory of love over the root
of evil, a victory that does not “by-pass” suffering and death, but
passes through them, opening a path in the abyss, transforming
evil into good: this is the unique hallmark of the power of God.

The Risen Lord is also the Crucified One, not someone
else. In his glorious body he bears indelible wounds: wounds
that have become windows of hope. Let us turn our gaze to him
that he may heal the wounds of an afflicted humanity.

“He is truly

Today my thoughts turn in the first place to the many who
have been directly affected by the coronavirus: the sick, those
who have died and family members who mourn the loss of
their loved ones, to whom, in some cases, they were unable
even to bid a final farewell. May the Lord of life welcome the
departed into his kingdom and grant comfort and hope to those
still suffering, especially the elderly and those who are alone.
May he never withdraw his consolation and help from those
who are especially vulnerable, such as persons who work in

nursing homes, or live in barracks and prisons. For many, this
is an Easter of solitude lived amid the sorrow and hardship that
the pandemic is causing, from physical suffering to economic
difficulties.

This disease has not only deprived us of human closeness,
but also of the possibility of receiving in person the consolation
that flows from the sacraments, particularly the Eucharist and
Reconciliation. In many countries, it has not been possible to
approach them, but the Lord has not left us alone! United in our
prayer, we are convinced that he has laid his hand upon us (cf.
Ps 138:5), firmly reassuring us: Do not be afraid, “I have risen
and | am with you stilll” (cf. Roman Missal, Entrance Antiphon,
Mass of Easter Sunday).

May Jesus, our Passover, grant strength and hope to doctors
and nurses, who everywhere offer a witness of care and love for
our neighbours, to the point of exhaustion and not infrequently
at the expense of their own health. Our gratitude and affection
go to them, to all who work diligently to guarantee the essential
services necessary for civil society.

In these weeks, the lives of millions of people have
suddenly changed. For many, remaining at home has been an
opportunity to reflect, to withdraw from the frenetic pace of
life, stay with loved ones and enjoy their company. | encourage
political leaders to work actively for the common good, to
provide the means and resources needed to enable everyone
to lead a dignified life and, when circumstances allow, to assist
them in resuming their normal daily activities.

This is not a time for indifference, because the whole world
is suffering and needs to be united in facing the pandemic. May
the risen Jesus grant hope to all the poor, to those living on the
peripheries, to refugees and the homeless. May these, the most

(continued on P.6)



