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(continued from P.8)

Pope’s special Urbi et Orbi blessing: ‘God turns everything to our good’

Now is the time of choosing

Really, said Pope Francis, it is Jesus calling out to us to be
converted, calling us to faith.

“You are calling on us to seize this time of trial as a time
of choosing,” he said.

Now is not the time of God’s judgement, but of our own:
“a time to choose what matters and what passes away, a time
to separate what is necessary from what is not.”

Stripped of our self-sufficiency

Pope Francis said faith begins “when we realize we are
in need of salvation” and are not self-sufficient.

So God asks us now, in the midst of the tempest, “to
reawaken and put into practice that solidarity and hope
capable of giving strength, support and meaning to these
hours when everything seems to be floundering.”

His cross is our hope

Jesus’ cross, said Pope Francis, is the anchor that has
saved us, the rudder that has redeemed us, and our hope,
because “by His cross we have been healed and embraced so
that nothing and no one can separate us from His redeeming
love.”

“Embracing the Lord in order to embrace hope: that is
the strength of faith, which frees us from fear and gives us
hope.”

Turning to the Lord

Concluding his meditation, Pope Francis entrusted us all
to the Lord, through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, so that our faith might not waiver in this time of crisis.

T . o a

“Dear brothers and sisters, from this place that tells of
Peter’s rock-solid faith, | would like this evening to entrust all
of you to the Lord, through the intercession of Mary, Health
of the People and Star of the stormy Sea. From this colonnade
that embraces Rome and the whole world, may God’s
blessing come down upon you as a consoling embrace.
Lord, may you bless the world, give health to our bodies and
comfort our hearts. You ask us not to be afraid. Yet our faith
is weak and we are fearful. But you, Lord, will not leave us at
the mercy of the storm. Tell us again: ‘Do not be afraid’ (Mt
28:5). And we, together with Peter, ‘cast all our anxieties onto
you, for you care about us’ (cf. 1Pet 5:7).”

Pope at Urbi et orbi: Full text of his meditation
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-03/urbi-et-orbi-
pope-coronavirus-prayer-blessing.html

(Source: Vatican News)




Living Word of God — April 2020

“If anyone says anything to you, you are to say, “The Lord
needs them.” (Matthew 21:3)

Reflection

Donkey has earned a reputation for stupid and stubborn.
They are described in Psalm 32:9 as senseless and bad
tempered, in Aesop’s fable and in some Chinese proverb as
arrogant and overestimate of their own capability. However, in
her book “God is Amazing”, Sister Maria Ko Ha Fong praises the
donkeys as inborn with an optimistic attitude.” In reality the
misunderstanding of the stubborn image is likely because when
encountering danger donkeys are frightened and will choose
either to freeze or flee. However, after you have built up a good
mutual trust with them, you will soon discover that they are
reliable, hardworking, friendly and intelligent creatures.

The famous patriarch and celebrity in the Holy Bible are
often accompanied by a donkey to assist them in accomplishing
their luminary acts. In Genesis 22:1-3 Abraham went up with a
donkey to the Mountain of Moriah to face the test of God for
offering a holocaust with his only son. In Numbers Ch. 22-23,
God made the talking donkey filled with divine vision to serve as
His spokesman to signal warning to the Gentile prophet Balaam
in order to protect His chosen people. Finally, in Matt 21:13 the
donkey of Bethphage, also recorded in all 3 other gospels, was
called to become the royal mount of the Messiah for the glorious
entry to Jerusalem.

In his earthly life Jesus had very simple wants: bread, water
and rest. Jesus was born into a manger, the feast table of animal,
as prophesied in the famous verse of the book of Isaiah: “an
ox knows its owner, and an ass, its master’s manger” (Isa 1:3).
It signals the message that the most high Lord Jesus Christ is
sensitive to the lowest people’s needs. The Messiah did not come
riding on spirited warhorses, but chose to ride on the donkey of
Bethphage that knows his master. He did not come merely to
perform a sacrificial show pretending to save us by suffering and
dying on the cross. Instead, through his real presence in human
nature, he died a martyr death to redeem us all sinners.

There are two main significance of this donkey story. Firstly,
one of God’s humblest creatures had been called to serve the
highest.? It is a mark of genuinely low estate to have need of
what the great despise. If a very lowly creature can be honored
by answering to his call, much more can render him valuable
service by common obscure men and women in good faith.

Secondly, by the humble messianic ride Jesus did not only
fulfil the prophecy of the book of Zechariah 9:9: “See your
king shall come to you; a just saviour is he, meek and riding
on an ass, on a colt, the foal of an ass”, but also by obeying
God’s will and live a lowly life Jesus cited a protest against the
disobedience, worldliness, vulgar fashion and earthly glory
life style of human®. His choice of a humble donkey for the
messianic ride is reflective of his iconic suffering servant image.
In our reflection we are reminded to focus on simple needs of
our earthly life.

We should not judge from the lofty stature and the
appearance of donkeys because God does not see as a mortal
who sees the appearance. The Lord looks into the heart. These
forsaken creatures now assume for highly honoured role because
“The Lord needs them”. When this happens the whole multitude
of his disciples begin to praise God aloud with joy for all the
mighty deeds: Let us join into these praises by proclaiming
“Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord. Peace
in heaven and glory in the highest” (Luke 19:38).

When it comes to our turn to receive this high calling from
Jesus, instead of attending to our own secular interest, should
we not empty ourselves and assume a humble servant role to
discover what Jesus really wants from us by his command “The
Lord needs them”?

Prayers

Almighty God our Father, in our community we have often
come across the paragon of the donkeys who have devoted their
whole life working hard for the next generation, living a boring
and mechanical life just like our hard-working parents. They
raise up their children so that they can be well-educated, live a
better life, and have a bright future. Help us to recognize the love
and contribution of these wise and self-sacrificed people. Please
help us to live a lovable, truthful and righteous life devoted to
our faith and do not leave your unreserved love as well as theirs
in vain. Amen.

Reference:

(1) Maria Ko: God is Amazing &EF L REEY (p1-9), 5%
REHHREE R (2003).

(2) Bible Hubs website accessed on 23 February 2020 at 15:30:
https:/biblehub.com/sermons/auth/adeney/the_donkey_of
bethphage.htm

(3) ibid.

(Source: Parish Formation Group)

Holy Father’s Prayer
Intention for April
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Parish arrangements:
® Opening Hours of the Church before the Holy Week:
(@) 7:00am — 8:00pm daily / (b) 7:00am — 9:00pm on Friday
For personal prayers, visits to the Blessed Sacrament, perform
Way of the Cross individually
[Special Intention: Containment of Coronavirus as soon as
possible]

® Sacrament of Reconciliation:
(@) 8:00am — 8:30am on Monday, Wednesday, Friday
(b) 8:00am — 8:30am; 9:30am — 10:00am; 11:00am — 11:30am
on Sunday
(c) Personal arrangements with priests

Online Mass & Services:

® Dailyand Sunday Masses participation through the diocesan website
www.catholic.org.hk and the facebook link of Sunday Examiner
https://www.facebook.com/Sunday-Examiner-609821205700415/,
and receive Holy Communion spiritually.

® Visits to the aforementioned websites for works of penance and
piety, and spiritual exercises, such as daily morning prayer, Rosary

Saint Anthony’s Church Parish Newsletter no.596

Shepherd Flock’s
Dialogue April 2020

Chancery Notice: Temporary Suspension of Public Masses

Holy Week arrangements & Online Service (via diocesan website):
® Opening Hours of the Church:

and Angelus.

%-I_\‘R

(@ 5 April (Palm Sunday):
Penance:

9:30am - 8:00pm
9:30am - 10:00am; 11:00am — 11:30am
Scriptural Reflection: 11:30am (guided by priest)
Online English Mass: 9:30am
(b) 9 April (Maundy Thursday): 7:00am - 5:00pm; 6:30pm — 10:00pm
Penance: 8:00am — 8:30am
Online English Mass: 6:00pm
(c) 10 April (Good Friday): 7:00am - 2:00pm; 5:00pm — 9:00pm
Penance: 8:00am - 8:30am
Online Way of the Cross: ~ 10:30am
Online English Liturgy: 6:00pm
(d) 11 April (Holy Saturday): ~ 7:00am - 7:00pm
Penance: 8:00am — 8:30am
Online English Celebration: 6:00pm
(e) 12 April (Easter Sunday): 9:30am — 8:00pm
Penance: 9:30am — 10:00am; 11:00am — 11:30am
Scriptural Reflection: 11:30am (guided by priest)
Online English Mass: 9:30am

Pope’s special Urbi et Orbi blessing:
‘God turns everything to our good’

Pope Francis delivers an extraordinary blessing “To the
City and to the World” on Friday, 27 March 2020, to pray
for an end to the Covid-19 coronavirus pandemic. In his
meditation, the Pope reflects on Jesus” words to His disciples:
“Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?” (Mark 4:40)

Pope Francis held the special Urbi et Orbi on Friday
from the steps of St. Peter’s Basilica.

Usually a colorful event reserved only for Christmas Day
and Easter Sunday, this extraordinary blessing was held in
keeping with the gravity of the current global situation, as
more than half of the world’s population is confined to their
homes to prevent the spread of Covid-19.

Symbols of faith

He prayed for the world at this critical juncture in the
presence of two images that have accompanied the people
of Rome for centuries: the ancient icon of Mary Salus Populi
Romani — usually housed in the Basilica of St. Mary Major
— and the miraculous crucifix kept in the church of San
Marcello on the city’s Via del Corso.

Most importantly, the Pope exposed the Blessed
Sacrament for adoration and imparted his Apostolic Blessing,
offering everyone the opportunity to receive a plenary
indulgence.

Evening meditation

But first, Pope Francis offered a meditation on the crisis
facing the world, reflecting on a passage from the Gospel of
Mark (4:35-41) about calming of the storm by Jesus.

“For weeks now it has been evening,” said the Pope.
“Thick darkness has gathered over our squares, our streets
and our cities; it has taken over our lives, filling everything
with a deafening silence and a distressing void, that stops
everything as it passes by; we feel it in the air, we notice it in
people’s gestures, their glances give them away.”

In this situation, he said, we feel afraid and lost, like the
disciples whose boat was in danger of sinking while Jesus
slept at the stern.

All in the same boat

The Covid-19 pandemic has reminded us that we are
all on the same boat, said Pope Francis, and so we call out
to Jesus. The disciples ask Him, “Teacher, do you not care if
we perish?”

The Pope said these words would have shaken Jesus,
“because He, more than anyone, cares about us.”

“Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?

Pope Francis then picked up the thread of Jesus’
question: “Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?”

He said we have all gone ahead “at breakneck speed”,
ignoring the wars, injustice, and cries of the poor and our
ailing planet. “We carried on regardless, thinking we would
stay healthy in a world that was sick.”

In our stormy sea, we now cry out: “Wake up, Lord

(continued on P.6)
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