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Annie Hui

Shirley Leung joined the Don Bosco Choir in around 1990
to 1991. She was a quiet and private person. Yet she would never
go unnoticed because she’s tall and her face nice to look at. I'm
sure everyone agrees that she’s a beauty. What’s more, her job
was unusual and outstanding for me too. She was a pharmacist
at the Eastern Hospital. After a couple of years, | heard about
her taking a PHD in pharmacy. She must be highly professional.

Though Shirley was quiet, she was by no means inactive.
She was a devoted and diligent choir member, and was present
for all practice. Besides singing, Shirley was an active member
of the Sunday Reading Group. | still remember her reading for a

Sunday Mass a few months ago. Her voice was unique.
Once you have heard it, you'll always remember. Hers
was a sing-song voice to me. I'm sure that’s the angels
voice in heaven. During her years in the Parish, she was
a frequent supporter of the Parish’s pilgrimage abroad.

The following is my close encounter with Shirley.
Though she was a quiet person, she was full of kindness
and empathy. | recall in 1997, my eldest daughter
suddenly fell ill. She showed great concern and offered
substantial advice to support me. Thank you, Shirley.

Shirley proved to be a friendly easygoing type of
person. My youngest daughter got married in 2008 and
Shirley was invited to the wedding banquet. Because of
the seat arrangement, | had to place her in a not very
favourable location. | was highly embarrassed but when
I apologised to her, she just asked me not to take it to my heart.

At a certain stage of my life | moved to my brother’s
apartment in Sai Wan Ho. It must be the Christmas of 2002.
Both of us were singing for the Midnight Mass. When the Mass
ended, Shirley just came over and told me casually that she’s
going home by taxi and she would give me a lift. It’s simple as
that. That’s Shirley.

I really count myself lucky to have met someone like her.
I will always remember Shirley — her look, her voice and her
grace. Good bye Shirley. May you rest in peace. We will meet
again in heaven.
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Lent and Easter Time 2020

As the situation of the Coronavirus outbreak is becoming more

and more critical, Cardinal John Tong has approved the

following special arrangements for coming Lent and Easter

Time:

1. At the beginning of Lent on Ash Wednesday, 26 February,
although there will be no public Mass, the faithful are
obliged to fast and abstain from the eating of meat. They
may nevertheless pray, repent and reflect on the Mass text
of the day.

2. The faithful are reminded to keep Lent by works of self-
denial, prayer, repentance and charity. On Ash Wednesday
and Fridays of Lent, they are encouraged to pray the Way
of the Cross individually.

3. As the regular gatherings of the catechumens in
preparation for the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
have been considerably interrupted by the social unrest
in the second half of last year, and again by the recent
Coronavirus outbreak, it is not expedient to celebrate the
Rite at coming Easter (April 11 and 12). The usual rite of
election and the scrutinies will therefore be cancelled, and
the celebration of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
will be postponed to Pentecost (May 31).

4. In compliance with liturgical norms, the Office of the
Diocesan Liturgy Commission will provide —
(i) the rite (simplified) for the celebration of the Sacraments
of Christian Initiation at Pentecost;

(ii)the rites (to be celebrated at the gatherings of
catechumens) relating to the Rite of Christian Initiation
of Adults to be held at Pentecost.

5. The usual Eucharistic celebration for the newly baptized at
Pentecost will be cancelled.

6. When feasible, the Parish Priest and the catechists are to
interview the catechumens to ascertain their suitability
to be elect for the Sacraments of Christian Initiation on
Pentecost (31 May).

7. Once the catechetical sessions could be resumed, a simple
Rite incorporating the Rite of Election and the scrutinies
may be conducted according to the Rite of Christian

Initiation of Adults during individual catechetical sessions
presided by the Priest and the catechists at a chosen date.
(This Rite may be omitted for the elderly, the sick and
whoever finds this inconvenient on various grounds.)

8. The Diocesan Liturgy Commission will also provide the
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults for Pentecost in due
course.

9. If we could celebrate the Holy Week liturgies this year,
it will be duly accommodated and simplified in line with
the need for combating the viral epidemic, wherever
permissible by the rubrics:

a. On Passion Sunday (Palm Sunday), 5 April, the faithful
need not take any branches.

b. The arrangement for the Chrism Mass will be announced
in due course.

c. In the Mass of the Last Supper on Maundy Thursday, 9
April, the Washing of Feet will be omitted.

d. In the celebration of the Passion of the Lord on Good
Friday, 10 April, the Adoration of the Cross will take
place without individual approaching the Cross.

e. Inthe Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday, 11 April, the faithful
need not hold or light candles in hand; the Blessing of
Water is to be omitted, while the Renunciation of Sin
and the Renewal of Baptismal Promises prevail and the
Eucharist follows.




Living Word of God — March 2020

For just as through the
disobedience of the one man the
many were made sinners, so also
through the obedience of the one

man the many will be

made righteous.

Romans 5:19

Reflection

“God has created human in his own image (Gen. 1:26-
30) for a purpose beyond the reach of earthly misery. Human
would have immune from death had the first couple had not
sinned “(GS#18) ™

In the second creation story of Gen 2:4-25, the first
human family was finally formed by the creation of a
woman from man’s flesh. God looked at everything he had
made and found it very good (Gen 1:31). God has not only
created human but also blessed them with a happy living
environment. Upon our sin, our relationship with human,
the nature and cosmos are all damaged (Gen 3:16-19). More
importantly, we also damaged our relationship with God
(Gen 3:23-24).

Through the redemptive act of Christ, human and
God'’s relationship resumes its harmony. As a result, human’s
relationship with cosmos, with the nature and with other
humans are in a state of grace and orderly harmony. “The
dignity of man should glorify God in his body and forbid it
to serve the evil secular inclination of his heart.” (GS#14) @

The rumour spread in the serpent’s speech (Gen 3:4-5)
was to sow dissention between the woman and God. It was
not a lie, but an exaggerated description to disclose the ends,
conceal important truths and serious consequences. Chapters
1 to 11 of Genesis portrays the constant failure of human
families to know and be faithful to God. Despite countless
efforts by God to forglve and restore humanity, people

e sgmeemerenns habitually fell into  their
own traps of pride and
arrogance. Today this
£ primeval story repeats
" in our community and
. we are facing the same
temptations of the first sin.

The first sin in the Fall
is the rebellious refusal of
subordinated status and
the desire to possess power
to determine what is good
from evil. The first couple took the forbidden fruit covetously
in an attempt to be like God. The first sin is a sin of pride and
arrogance and an attack on God'’s sovereignty.

We learn from the Scripture that “the first stage of pride
is sin” (Ecclesiasticus 10:12-13), whoever clings to it will pour
forth filth. St. Thomas Aquinas notes that pride in the sense
of an inordinate desire to excel to be equal to God is the
beginning of sins including covetousness, in the sense “that
man’s end in acquiring and all temporal goods is that, through
their means, he may have some supernatural perfection and
excellence. Therefore, from this point of view, pride, which is
the desire to excel, is said to be the beginning of sin.” ©

If God is almighty and supremely good, he would never

had allowed any evil whatsoever to exist in his work, why
then did God not prevent the first couple from sinning? The
eternal life that God will for human begins in their choice
of participation in the righteousness of God according to |
human’s free will. God’s salvation is not predestinated and is
freely given to all human. It can become the end only when
freely performed by the human for them to choose between
following or rejecting the benevolent grace of God.

God gathers the sinful nations of men and women by the
sacrifice of His own son on the Cross. Through one Baptism
by the blood of Jesus Christ shed on the Cross God redeemed
us once and for all. Through
God’s great mercy our sins are
forgiven. We are welcomed
and adopted into one family,
given a new birth by the Holy
Spirit and a living hope by
the coming of Jesus Christ.
By partaking in the paschal
mystery, Jesus Christ gives us
his body, the bread of life, and
in our remembrance of the
covenant of his blood he made
us righteous by the power of &
the Holy Spirit through our &
advocacy of one Faith.

Let us Pray
Supremely good and almighty Father, by your word you
have created the world and govern all things in harmony.

Having foolishly abandoned your paternal love, we
were lost in the vices and darkness of the secular world. We
cry out for your forgiveness in our voice of the Prodigal Son:
“Father, | have sinned against heaven and against you, | no
longer deserve to be called your son; treat me as you would
treat one of your hired workers.” (Luke 15:18-19)

Grant that we may conform to the image of your Son.
Please teach us to be attentive to the needs of all, sharing
their grief and pain, and their joy and hope so that we may
bring them the good news of salvation.

Ref.: (1) Vatican Il Document: Gaudium et Spes #18.
(2) Vatican Il Document: Gaudium et Spes #14.
(3) St. Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologica I-1l, Q.84 art. 2.

(Source: Parish Formation Group)

Holy Father’s Prayer
Intention for March
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love, and let yourself be cleansed by it. In this way, you
can be reborn ever anew” (No. 123). Jesus’ Pasch is not a
" past event; rather, through the power of the Holy Spirit it
is ever present, enabling us to see and touch with faith the
flesh of Christ in those who suffer.

2. The urgency of conversion

It is good to contemplate more deeply the paschal
mystery through which God’s mercy has been bestowed
upon us. Indeed, the experience of mercy is only possible
in a “face to face” relationship with the crucified and risen
Lord “who loved me and gave himself for me” (Gal 2:20),
in a heartfelt dialogue between friends. That is why prayer
is so important in Lent. Even more than a duty, prayer is
an expression of our need to respond to God'’s love which
always precedes and sustains us. Christians pray in the
knowledge that, although unworthy, we are still loved.
Prayer can take any number of different forms, but what
truly matters in God'’s eyes is that it penetrates deep within
us and chips away at our hardness of heart, in order to
convert us ever more fully to God and to his will.

nly one prayer that pleases God--

The prayer that asks

In this favourable season, then, may we allow
ourselves to be led like Israel into the desert (cf. Hos 2:14),
so that we can at last hear our Spouse’s voice and allow it
to resound ever more deeply within us. The more fully we
are engaged with his word, the more we will experience
the mercy he freely gives us. May we not let this time
of grace pass in vain, in the foolish illusion that we can
control the times and means of our conversion to him.

3. God’s passionate will to dialogue with his
children

The fact that the Lord once again offers us a favourable
time for our conversion should never be taken for granted.
This new opportunity ought to awaken in us a sense of
gratitude and stir us from our sloth. Despite the sometimes
tragic presence of evil in our lives, and in the life of the
Church and the world, this opportunity to change our
course expresses God’s unwavering will not to interrupt
his dialogue of salvation with us. In the crucified Jesus,

who knew no sin, yet for our sake was made to be sin
(cf. 2 Cor 5:21), this saving will led the Father to burden
his Son with the weight of our sins, thus, in the expression
of Pope Benedict XVI, “turning of God against himself”
(Deus Caritas Est, 12). For God also loves his enemies
(cf. Mt 5:43-48).

The dialogue that God wishes to establish with each
of us through the paschal mystery of his Son has nothing
to do with empty chatter, like that attributed to the ancient
inhabitants of Athens, who “spent their time in nothing
except telling or hearing something new” (Acts 17:21).
Such chatter, determined by an empty and superficial
curiosity, characterizes worldliness in every age; in our
own day, it can also result in improper use of the media.

4. A richness to be shared, not kept for oneself

Putting the paschal mystery at the centre of our lives
means feeling compassion towards the wounds of the
crucified Christ present in the many innocent victims of
wars, in attacks on life, from that of the unborn to that
of the elderly, and various forms of violence. They are
likewise present in environmental disasters, the unequal
distribution of the earth’s goods, human trafficking in all its
forms, and the unbridled thirst for profit, which is a form
of idolatry.

Today too, there is a need to appeal to men and women
of good will to share, by almsgiving, their goods with
those most in need, as a means of personally participating
in the building of a better world. Charitable giving makes
us more human, whereas hoarding risks making us less
human, imprisoned by our own selfishness. We can and
must go even further, and consider the structural aspects of
our economic life. For this reason, in the midst of Lent this
year, from 26 to 28 March, | have convened a meeting in
Assisi with young economists, entrepreneurs and change-
makers, with the aim of shaping a more just and inclusive
economy. As the Church’s magisterium has often repeated,
political life represents an eminent form of charity (cf. Pius
XI, Address to the Italian Federation of Catholic University
Students, 18 December 1927). The same holds true for
economic life, which can be approached in the same
evangelical spirit, the spirit of the Beatitudes.

I ask Mary Most Holy to pray that our Lenten
celebration will open our hearts to hear God'’s call to
be reconciled to himself, to fix our gaze on the paschal
mystery, and to be converted to an open and sincere
dialogue with him. In this way, we will become what
Christ asks his disciples to be: the salt of the earth and the
light of the world (cf. Mt 5:13-14).

FRANCIS
Rome, at Saint John Lateran, 7 October 2019
Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary

Prayer for Deliverance from the Epidemic

O God, you are merciful. We are saddened by the spread
of the epidemic. We pray that the sick will recover
soon, and the health carers be strengthened. Enrich
our faith that with collective efforts we may combat the
epidemic. Grant us a repentant heart to learn to protect
the environment. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Imprimatur: Cardinal John Tong
Apostolic Administrator of Hong Kong
13 February 2020



Dialogue

Parish arrangements:
e Opening Hours of the Church:

e Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament:
(c) 7:00am — 12:30pm on Sunday

e Sacrament of Reconciliation:
(a) 8:00am — 8:30am on Monday, Wednesday, Friday

Online Mass & Services:

Communion spiritually.

morning prayer, Rosary and Angelus.

Pope FranCls’ Lenten Message

WE IMPLORE Yo
ON CHRIST'S BEHALF:

‘V a

1 2cORATHANS 520, N,

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

This year the Lord grants us, once again, a favourable
time to prepare to celebrate with renewed hearts the
great mystery of the death and resurrection of Jesus, the
cornerstone of our personal and communal Christian life.
We must continually return to this mystery in mind and
heart, for it will continue to grow within us in the measure
that we are open to its spiritual power and respond with
freedom and generosity.

Saint Anthony’s Church Parish Newsletter No.595

Shepherd Flock’s

Chancery Notice: Temporary Suspension of Public Masses

(@) 7:00am — 8:00pm daily / (b) 7:00am — 9:00pm on Friday
For personal prayers, visits to the Blessed Sacrament, Way of the Cross performed individually

(@) 7:00am — 9:00am Monday to Saturday / (b) 7:00pm — 8:00pm on Thursday
(Special Intention: Coronavirus infections will be contained as soon as possible)

Chinese - 7:00am-8:00am; 8:30am-9:30am; 10:00am-11:00am / English — 11:30am — 12:30pm
Listen to the Sunday readings and a homily; Pray for Fighting Coronavirus; Eucharistic Benediction

(b) 8:00am — 8:30am; 9:30am — 10:00am; 11:00am-11:30am on Sunday

e Daily and Sunday Masses participation through the diocesan website www.catholic.org.hk and the facebook
link of Sunday Examiner https:/www.facebook.com/Sunday-Examiner-609821205700415/, and receive Holy

e Visits to the above-mentioned websites for Lenten works of penance and piety, and spiritual exercises, such as daily

1. The paschal mystery as the basis of conversion

Christian joy flows from listening to, and accepting,
the Good News of the death and resurrection of Jesus.
This kerygma sums up the mystery of a love “so real,
so true, so concrete, that it invites us to a relationship
of openness and fruitful dialogue” (Christus Vivit, 117).
Whoever believes this message rejects the lie that our
life is ours to do with as we will. Rather, life is born of
the love of God our Father, from his desire to grant us
life in abundance (cf. Jn 10:10). If we listen instead to the
tempting voice of the “father of lies” (Jn 8:44), we risk
sinking into the abyss of absurdity, and experiencing hell
here on earth, as all too many tragic events in the personal
and collective human experience sadly bear witness.

‘And have it

/ & %oreobundontly

In this Lent of 2020, | would like to share with every
Christian what | wrote to young people in the Apostolic
Exhortation Christus Vivit: “Keep your eyes fixed on the
outstretched arms of Christ crucified, let yourself be saved
over and over again. And when you go to confess your
sins, believe firmly in his mercy which frees you of your
guilt. Contemplate his blood poured out with such great



