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CHRISTMAS?

Nancy G Magaoay (Don Bosco Choir)

What is the real meaning of Christmas? Maybe most
of us define Christmas as gift giving and receiving as well.
Some are happy going away for a vacation to spend with
family, friends and relatives and some are also busy with
decorating their Christmas trees while others are making
list of what to buy or what menus to cook etc. So, we have
our own way of defining or celebrating Christmas.

For me, Christmas is a time of happiness and sorry as
well when it comes to material side. “Happiness” is when
we have all the means to acquire what we wanted to have.
“Sorrow” is for those who have nothing. No food to eat,
not even have a new dress or nowhere to sleep because of

natural calamities or
whatever situation.

My 2
aspect of what Christmas is; a time of GOD showing his
great love to all. A time of healing and celebration the birth
of JESUS CHRIST.

CHRISTMAS is really meaningful for us because Christ
was born to save us and also a great time for reconciliation
and show love by reaching others especially those who
are unfortunate and abandoned.

Merry Christmas and happy New Year 2020!

Christmas Carolling

Inspired with His Love and Protection, we Don
Bosco Choir and St. Francis Choir had been able to
spend an afternoon on December 15, 2019 singing
to the patients in Tung Wah Hospital, Causeway Bay.
Despite of having short time, we were able to rush
right after the English mass, caught the bus
and had a few bites of our lunch. We arrived
at the hospital on time and then gathered for
some introductions of what to do.

The assigned hospital staffs willingly
directed us to the wards to conduct our
singing. | was luckily assigned with the St.
Francis Choir this time and it was fun to be
with them. Just like last year, while singing,
some of us distributed the gifts and cards to
every patient on the bed. As we entered each
ward and started singing, deeply in our hearts
we prayed for them. We wished them to get
well and greeted them a merry Christmas
too. It was my second time to sing with a
mask as required by the hospital. We waved
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others sang with us both in Cantonese and English, some were
just sleeping. | kept murmuring to myself alone: “Oh God please
cure them, please make a way to know You as our saviour.”

Doing this service is a great way to praise God and introduce
Jesus Christ the Messiah our Redeemer and get to know in our
lives that He has never forsaken us. We only need to trust and
believe. Hallelujah! God the Father deserves to be lifted up with
His Glory.

After taking some pictures with the hospital staffs and fellow
volunteers, we left the hospital and on our way home. | feel this
joy of contentment and hope we could bring them comfort and
determination that soon they will be healed in Jesus’ name. Our
faith always delivers us in everything we always wanted to do.
Fellow parishioners and friends, let us keep going to exercise the
teaching of Jesus as we are always benefitted, not only ourselves
but our souls as well. Praise God!
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our hands and tried our very best to cheer
them although it broke my heart seeing them
in their situations. Some patients clapped,
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LIVING WORD OF GOD: NATIVITY REFLECTIONS

THE PEOPLE
WHO WALKED
IN DARKNESS
HAVE SEEN

A GREAT LIGHT.

IsalaH 9:2

Reflection

Night fall often gives an impression that the power of
darkness has conquered the Earth. It signals messages of
loneliness, danger, insecurity and threat. Saint Augustine, in
his book “De Libero Arbitrio” (The Free Choice of the Will)
(1), affirms that God did not create darkness; it was just the
privation of light. Similarly, God did not create evil; it was just
the privation of love.

The Advent prepares us to give up hatred and turn
weapons into tools. We should not put the blame on the
creator of things but rather ourselves who put them to bad
use.

In time of peace and harmony, night can be romantic,
serene, inviting and promising. Night plays an important part
in our lives in providing us rest and revitalization to our body,
mind and spirit to keep us healthy. In Christmas the long
night of darkness comes to an end when the birth of the Son
of God permeates the atmosphere with hope of salvation.
The curse of darkness is transformed into glory when our
Messiah is born.

The genealogy of Jesus in the gospel of Luke traces as
far back as the first couple (Luke 3:23-38). It signifies that the
good news of the newborn king is for all nations, rather than
for Israel alone as in Matthew (1:1-17).

The shepherds, who were night watchers, often spent
their life outdoor in the land of darkness. They were the first
to receive the good news. There is little to offer to these
bearers of the first noel. However, these lowly shepherds
who are pure in heart were chosen to spread the good news
of the arrival of the Messiah.

The prophet Isaiah explicitly expresses that the Messiah
comes particularly for these lowly people: “The spirit of the
Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me;
He has sent me to bring glad tidings to the lowly, to heal the
broken heart, to proclaim liberty to the captives and release
the prisoners” (Isa 61:1). These words are fulfilled in our
Lord Jesus Christ as depicted in Luke 4:18;21, where he said:
“Today this scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing”.

Christmas is a time of love when we rejoice and feast
not only with our family and friends, but also to bring glad
tidings to the poor, vision to the blind, to mend broken hearts
and to break the yoke of the marginalized from bondage of
slavery and sin.

Luke is interested in the symbolism of the manger (Luke
2:6-7). The angel told the shepherds: “This will be your sign:
You will find a baby swaddled in strips of cloth and lying in

a manger (Luke 2:12)”. Hence the shepherds know that the
baby they have found lying in the manger is their Messiah.
This manger is not a sign of poverty, rather it is meant to
be a sign of God’s complaint against Israel: “An ox knows
its owner and an ass its master’s manger, but Israel does
not know, and my people has not understood” (Isa 1:3)(2).
When we see the sign of the manger are we not aware of the
complaints on our recent behaviour?

Prayer
Almighty God our Father creator of all existence. Truly
we are buried in the darkness of our sin and do not know our
Lord is amidst us. May the true light of Jesus shine through the
darkness, heals our blindness with love and mercy and grant
us hope of salvation. God, please help us to find you among
the poor and lowly. Help us to realise that the icon of the
manger, the feasting table of animal and is a powerful sign of
hope and salvation
for all creatures.
May your charity
destroy our distrust,
discord and hatred
in our divided
society.  Fill the
world with grace %
as we celebrate the
New Year. Amen.

Reference:

(1) Augustine, Saint: The Teacher; The Free Choice of the
Will. Catholic University of America Press, 1968 p72-75.

(2) Augustine, Saint: The Teacher; The Free Choice of the
Will. Catholic University of America Press, 1968 p72-75.

(3) Raymond E. Brown: An Adult Christ at Christmas: Essays
on the Three Biblical Christmas Stories, Matthew 2ans
Luke 2, Liturgical Press 1988. P20.

(Source: Parish Formation Group)

Holy Father’s Prayer
Intention for January
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Promotion of World Peace
We pray that Christians, followers of other religions,
and all people of goodwill may promote peace and
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justice in the world.
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May the Redeemer of the world bring light to beloved
Ukraine, which yearns for concrete solutions for an enduring
peace.

May the newborn Lord bring light to the people of Africa,
where persistent social and political situations often force
individuals to migrate, depriving them of a home and family.
May he bring peace to those living in the eastern part of the
Democratic Republic of Congo, torn by continuing conflicts.
May he bring consolation to all who suffer because of violence,
natural disasters or outbreaks of disease. And may he bring
comfort to those who are persecuted for their religious faith,
especially missionaries and members of the faithful who have
been kidnapped, and to the victims of attacks by extremist
groups, particularly in Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger and Nigeria.

May the Son of God, come down to earth from heaven,
protect and sustain all those who, due to these and other
injustices, are forced to emigrate in the hope of a secure life. It
is injustice that makes them cross deserts and seas that become
cemeteries. It is injustice that forces them to endure unspeakable
forms of abuse, enslavement of every kind and torture in
inhumane detention camps. It is injustice that turns them away
from places where they might have hope for a dignified life, but
instead find themselves before walls of indifference.

May Emmanuel bring light to all the suffering members of
our human family. May he soften our often stony and self-centred
hearts, and make them channels of his love. May he bring his
smile, through our poor faces, to all the children of the world:
to those who are abandoned and those who suffer violence.
Through our frail hands, may he clothe those who have nothing
to wear, give bread to the hungry and heal the sick. Through
our friendship, such as it is, may he draw close to the elderly
and the lonely, to migrants and the marginalized. On this joyful
Christmas Day, may he bring his tenderness to all and brighten
the darkness of this world.

1 January 2020 - 53rd World Day of Peace
Highlights of Pope Francis’ Message

Hope keeps us moving forward

Describing peace as “a great and precious value, the object
of our hope and the aspiration of the entire human family”,
Pope Francis says it is a goal towards which to strive in spite of
seemingly insurmountable obstacles.

Fraternity, an innate vocation of humanity

“Entire nations — the Message reads - find it difficult to break
free of the chains of exploitation and corruption that fuel hatred
and violence. Even today, dignity, physical integrity, freedom,
including religious freedom, communal solidarity and hope in
the future are denied to great numbers of men and women,
young and old.”

Peace and stability incompatible with fear of the other

War often begins with the inability to accept the diversity
of others, which then fosters attitudes of aggrandizement and
domination born of selfishness and pride, hatred and the desire
to caricature, exclude and even destroy the other.

Fraternity generates dialogue and trust

The only way to break down the current dynamic of distrust
is by pursuing “a genuine fraternity based on our common origin
from God and exercised in dialogue and mutual trust.”

The desire for peace “lies deep within the human heart,
and we should not resign ourselves to seeking anything less than
this.”

Artisans of peace

Peace is something that must be built up continually, and
that it is a journey to be made together in constant pursuit of the
common good.

The peace process requires patience, commitment and
creativity. It must be built, step by step, opening the way to a
shared hope that is stronger than the desire for vengeance.

Recognizing each other as brothers and sisters

Pope Francis goes on to urge all men and women of goodwiill
to “renounce the desire to dominate others” and exhorts us to
learn to look at each other “as persons, sons and daughters of
God, brothers and sisters”.

Learning “to live in forgiveness, we grow in our capacity to
become men and women of peace,” noting that true peace can
only be obtained through a more just economic system, “marked
by quotas of gratuitousness and communion”.

Ecological conversion: a new way of looking at life

Recalling his Encyclical Letter, “Laudato si”, the Pope invokes
an ecological conversion as a constructive and just response to
“the consequences of our hostility towards others, our lack of
respect for our common home or our abusive exploitation of
natural resources — seen only as a source of immediate profit,
regardless of local communities, the common good and nature
itself.”

“The ecological conversion for which we are appealing
will lead us to a new way of looking at life, as we consider the
generosity of the Creator who has given us the earth and called
us to a share it in joy and moderation. For Christians, it requires
that “the effects of their encounter with Jesus Christ become
evident in their relationship with the world around them.”

We obtain all that we hope for

It is necessary to believe in the possibility of peace, inspired
by God's love for each one of us, that is “liberating, limitless,
gratuitous and tireless”.

“The grace of God our Father,” Pope Francis concludes, “is
bestowed as unconditional love. Having received His forgiveness
in Christ, we can set out to offer that peace to the men and
women of our time. Day by day, the Holy Spirit prompts in us
ways of thinking and speaking that can make us artisans of justice
and peace”.
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Liturgy activities for the month of January 2020

A

1st January 3rd January
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God

One mass only at 9:00am (Chinese)

First Friday of the month
Devotion to Sacred Heart of Jesus Mass
8:00pm (Chinese)

5th January
Feast of Epiphany

12th January
Feast of the Baptism
of the Lord

15th January

6:00pm (Chinese)

Commemoration of All Faithful Departed Mass

19th January
2nd Sunday of the Year

24th January
Lunar New Year’s Eve
Mass at 6:00pm (Chinese)

25th January
Lunar New Year’s Day
Mass at 9:00am (Chinese)

26th January

Sunday of Lunar New Year
Sunday of the Word of God (3rd Sunday of the Year)

31st January
Feast of Don Bosco

Welcome to 11:30am English Mass

Pope's Christmas 2019 Message:
The ‘Light of Christ’ is greater than all conflict

From the womb of Mother
Church, the incarnate Son of God
is born anew this night. His name is
Jesus, which means: “God saves”.
The Father, eternal and infinite Love,
has sent him into the world not to
condemn the world but to save it (cf.
Jn 3:17). The Father has given him to
us with great mercy. He has given him
to everyone. He has given him forever.
The Son is born, like a small light
flickering in the cold and darkness of

the night.

That Child, born of the Virgin Mary, is the Word of God
made flesh. The Word who guided Abraham’s heart and steps
towards the promised land, and who continues to draw to
himself all those who trust in God’s promises. The Word who
led the Hebrews on the journey from slavery to freedom and
who continues to call the enslaved in every age, including our
own, to come forth from their prisons. He is the Word brighter
than the sun, made incarnate in a tiny son of man: Jesus the light
of the world.

This is why the prophet cries out: “The people who walked
in darkness have seen a great light” (Is 9:1). There is darkness
in human hearts, yet the light of Christ is greater still. There is
darkness in personal, family and social relationships, but the light
of Christ is greater. There is darkness in economic, geopolitical
and ecological conflicts, yet greater still is the light of Christ.

May  Christ
bring his light to
the many children
suffering from war
and conflicts in
the Middle East
and in various
countries of the
world.  May he
bring comfort to

the beloved Syrian people who still
see no end to the hostilities that have
rent their country over the last decade.
Today may he stir the consciences
of men and women of good will.
May he inspire governments and
the international community to find
solutions to allow the peoples of
that region to live together in peace
and security, and put an end to
their unspeakable sufferings. May
he sustain the Lebanese people and
enable them to overcome the current
crisis and rediscover their vocation to
be a message of freedom and harmonious coexistence for all.

May the Lord Jesus bring
light to the Holy Land, where
he was born as the Saviour
of mankind, and where so
many people — struggling but
not discouraged - still await
a time of peace, security
and prosperity. May he bring
consolation to Iraq amid its
present social tensions, and
to Yemen, suffering from a
grave humanitarian crisis.

May the tiny Babe of
Bethlehem bring hope to the
whole American continent, = SN
where a number of nations BT
are experiencing a time of social and political upheaval. May he
encourage the beloved Venezuelan people, long tried by their
political and social tensions, and ensure that they receive the
aid they need. May he bless the efforts of those who spare no
effort to promote justice and reconciliation and to overcome the
various crises and the many forms of poverty that offend the
dignity of each person.




